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Pearl ---From where did your father come, from what village? 

Mary ---My father came from Mohu, Romania «= Judetul Sibiu. 

P ---When did he come? 

M ---1904, and my mother came from Bradu but she got married in Romania, in Sibiu. 
P ---When did your father come? 

M ---Father came in 1904, and he was security guard in the army for the Army. 
Later he came to America. It took him twenty-one days to cross the ocean, 


and he arrived in Pennsylvania. 


P ---Your father was in the Austro-Hungarian Army under Franz Josef; is that 
what you're trying to say? 


M ---That's right. 
Vs ---And how long did he serve, do you know? 
M ---No. 


P ---All right. After he got out of the service, how did he get out to come 
to this country? Was he discharged? Did he do his (stint in full)? 


M ---He did his, he served his time. 

P ---And then he went home? 

M ---He went home and then got married. 

P ---He got married in Romania? 

M ---Yes. 

BR ---Then, he knew your mother before they were married? 
M ---Yes, oh, yeah. 

P ---When did they get married? 


M ---I don't know. It must have happened before they came to America because 
she was pregnant with my brother when she came. 


P ---Did they come together? 

M ---Yeah. 

P ---They came together. And where did they come (to)? 
M ---They came in Pennsylvania, Universal, Pennsylvania. 
---Why did he go there? 


---He had friends there. 
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---I see. And where did he work there? 

---That I don't know, if he did. 

---How long did he stay there, do you know? 

---Well, he must have stayed there, like about, only a couple of years 
because then Jim was on the way, and he was born in Gary, so that was a 
matter, say a couple of years. 

---When did they come to Gary? Your father and your mother came together? 

---Yeah. 

---They Landed in New York? 

---They landed in New York, and then from New York they went to Universal, 
Pennsylvania to some friends and that's where they stayed until later. 
Then they came to Gary, and she was expecting her second ¢hild and as 
time went on, well, then he went to the mayor of Gary to get a job 
because that was Tom Knotts at the time, and he got acquainted with him 
real good as not only friends, but real good friends. 

---All right. Then, your brother was born in Pennsylvania? 

---Universal, Pennsylvania. 


---Around 1904...087? 


---'04. 


---All right. So they came here after that, to Gary, after that? Why did 
your father come to Gary? 


---Well, he heard about..they were going to build up Gary, and he knew one of 


the Romanian people, the way the contacts they got... and when they got, 


.-arrived here, he bought himself a farm to raise vegetables and livestock. 


---How large was that farm? 
---Well, I imagine about five acres. 
---Where was it located? 


---It was located at 25th, 25th & Cleveland in Gary. It was a nice area 


there; no pollution like today. And he went to see the mayor of the city, 


and the mayor says, well, if you want to work, you have to do this. So, 
he says what do I have to do. He (mayor) says you have to get two horses 


and a wagon. So, my father says, I'll get them, so he went and got horses 


and they employed him to carry bricks so they can lay the bricks for the 
streets. In those days they were making brick streets, I don't know... 


---Cobblestone. 


---That's right. So, what else can you do. So they went over there and he 
got the job and he was hired for that and as time went on, more children 


came along... 
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---Did he always work for the city of Gary? 


---He worked as long as he could until the boys got old enough and then 
they went to work. 


---I mean, did he ever work in the steel mills or anywhere else? 
---No. 


---He always worked for the city of Gary. Well, after they made the streets, 
what did....did he stay in construction? 


---No. He quit working altogether. 

---He just stayed on the farm? 

---He stayed on the farm. He worked on the farm only. 
---And what did he raise on the farm? 


---We raised, on the farm, a lot of vegetables and livestock like pigs and 
cows and chickens and all. 


---You sold these? 


---Some we did, and some we didn't because we were a large family, and we sort 
of kept it more or less between the family, because it was. ..there's eight 
children in the family, and I think they needed that (all the farm could 
produce). 


But then, yet in all, there was a lot of extra vegetables and it happened 
that they had extra cattle to sell or whatever they wanted to, they always 
had somebody to buy...the cattle from them....and the vegetables also. 

---Did he take the vegetables and peddle them in town? 

---He did sometimes, he did. And he took it to stores and stuff like that. 
If somebody knew what day he was coming to the store, well, then all the 
people came to the truck and bought them that way, and he made a nice 
livelihood that way. 

---How much education did your parents have, do you know? 

---No, I don't. 

---Could they read and write? 

---They could read. My mother read the paper "America," "Foia Poporului".... 
what were in those days, and she would sit and read to my father and he 
would understand everything. She would write the letters to Europe and 

stuff like that, but the reading part, I think he understood her reading 
but I don't think he knew how to read it. 

---He probably didn't have schooling. 


---.... schooling, yeah, regardless of whether he was in service.... 
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P ---Then, neither one of them went to night school out here? 

M ---No. No night schools here. 

P ---Where did you children go to school? 

M ---We went to Roosevelt School on 25th and Van Buren. 

Katie ---Harrison. (not Van Buren) 

P ---It's on Harrison (Street). 

M ---Then it changed....because Lena lui Berea (Lena Berea Lived across the street) 

Ann ---We was in the frame building. 

M ---Yeah, but that was Roosevelt (School). 

Katie ---Me and Chiva (Paraschive or Pearl) went to the one in the brick one (building). 

M ---See, this is where...there's a confliction here.... 

P ---Well, wasn't there a Longfellow School and a Roosevelt School? 

Katie ---Yes, right on Harrison Street was the....on 25th was the high school, 
Roosevelt was on 25th, corner, and then Longfellow was right on Harrison 
(Street) 

E ---Lena lui Berea was your nasa? For all of you? 

K ---Not mine, hers. 

P ---Oh, hers. Well, she (Mrs. Berea) was on 25th (Avenue). 

K ---Yeah, she had the candy store and.. 

M ---....hot dogs and stuff. 

M ---See, like this, Pearl my dear. Your parents came over and asked for it, 


if he (my father) had it, he would sell it to you. He'd butcher it for 
you and everything (clean it), but he wouldn't take the m@ t and go in 


the store. 
P ---No, I meant people would come to him (to buy a hog). 
M ---Yeah, people would come to him, and if he had available extra hogs that 


he had raised and if the person was willing to have it, he would butcher 
them and sear them and whatever they wanted...clem them out for them 
and everything. And the person that bought the pig would take the pig 
home clean and no mess at all. 


P ---Do you know approximately what he would get for...what he would sell a 
pig for? 


| 
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M ---Well, let's see, I would say roughly, probably was about eight or ten 
| cents a pound because he had to do all the work....something like that. 


In 1933 when I got married to my husband, I found pork chops for 18¢ a 
pound and that was in 1933. Of course, that was Depression time...... 


Pp ---How did your family get through the Depression? 

M ---Wonderful! My parents never....we lived....us kids never suffered at all 
with the parents through the Depression. We had everything. People would 
come at our house and say, well, we haven't got this...... If you have a 
pig, let us have it, if you got too much or something..... 


That's why we raised so much extra stuff. We raised livestock extra. If 
somebody wanted to and we could afford to give it to them, we did. We 

sold it to them. But, during that (Depression), we didn't have no problems 
through the Depression. We were well fed. 


P ---Did your family, did the children have to work out with the crops or with 
the animals? 

M ---Yes, we ...all the kids had their own chores to do. 

P ---For instance, what did you do? 

M ---Me? Well, I was the oldest daughter, and I would be more with my mother 


in the house...to help her because I was the first one. They said you 
have to know how to cook and you have to know how to make bread and you 
have to know how to sew clothes. I was the one that did most of that. 
And everybody, as time went on, everybody had a chance to do that. 

There was a time when somebody else took my place in the house, and I 
would go outside and do (outside chores) so the other person could learn 
to do these things. 


P ---You made your own bread? 

M ---We sure did. 

Me ---And you said you made your own clothes? 

M ---Yes, we made our own clothes. As for our clothing (the girls), we did. 


My brothers, we had to buy because they were men and that is all the 
clothing, and overcoats for ourselves, that's all that we had to buy, 
that's all the extra stuff we bought. 


P ---(To Katie) What did you have to do? 

Katie ---Oh, I had dishes to do. 

P ---All the time? 

K ---Yes. 

M ---No, no, now wait a minute. We all shared. 

K ---Yeah, yeah, mostly I did those dishes. I used to say, Oh-h-h-h-h ....... 
M ---Well, we all worked out. You had to do the dishes........ 


a a I'll never do dishes again! 
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---We all had to do.... 
---Oh, we worked outside in the field, yes we did.... 
---With the cow, and did all that.... 


---milked....yes. I remember when that cow kicked me because I didn't cut 
my fingernails. 


---Tell me about that....the cow kidding you. 

---My father said that we should cut our fingernails if we want to milk the 
cow. Well, I says no. I didn't want to cut my fingernails, so instead 
of cutting my fingernails, I got kicked because I pinched the tittie of 
the cow....got the milk on me..... 

---Where did she kick you? 

---Where did she kick me? I really don't remember. 

---She probably stepped in the bucket. 


---Well, she kicked the bucket, that's for sure, because all the milk 
went all over. 


---You (also) made butter? 

---Yes, oh, yes. 

---We all had chores. Well, now, she started with the cow. We're going 
to continue that. We had to make cheese and butter. We would churn 
our own butter, and we had buttermilk on hand all the time. And we 
used the milk for the bread, to make bread. 

---How did you store the vegetables for winter? 

---You mean..... 


---....like...vegetable cellar,....in the basement. 


=--Yes, he did, he had wooden barrels, big barrels, full of all kinds of 
vegetables in there for the wintertime. 


---...and sauer kraut..... 

---And sauer kraut by the head...in the basement...in those big, real big 
barrels, I think 100 gal. barrels or something like that. He had about 
three or four of those a year. And around Christmas time we'd get the 
sauer kraut out and make "sarmale" (stuffed cabbage) and before that we 
had to butcher the pig and we had to make "carnati" (sausage). 

---Yes, ...clean it out (clean the pig) and all that... 


---Clean, clean it all out (clean entrails of hog). 


---Now, you kids had to help with this work? 
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K ---Oh, yes, we all did. Nobody sat around, believe me. 

M ---You didn't have no chance to sit around. 

K ---We enjoyed it. All that chores was hard work, but we all enjoyed it. 
Ann ---....la sapa acolo (Hoeing also) 

K ---Yeah, pull weeds....oh, boy, yes..... 

M ---We all had our chores, like I said. And when...in the morning...we 


especially in the summertime when there was no school, we all had..... 
Dad would say, well, tomorrow morning we got to do this (tell what had 
to be dome the following day). Well, he didn't have to say it for 
tomorrow morning again, because we knew what we had to do. We had to 
go and clean out the weeds out of the carrot patch, to clean out the 
weeds out of the omion patch, and by eleven o'clock we had to be done 
because it was too hot around twelve o'clock. 


After we ate lunch, he says, now everybody rest for an hour. And then, 
what would we eat? Bacon and onions, green onions, and homemade bread 
and a glass of milk. So, we rested after that, then around two o'clock 
we'd start someplace else to work. But our garden was always clean from 
the weeds. We didn't have no bad luck with weeds. 


Ana ---....big rock at my head....so and so threw a big rock at my head.... 
M ---Who did? 
Ann ---I don't know. Somebody was walking on the road, and we was "la sapa la 


cucuruz" (Hoeing the corn), and somebody was walking on the street there 
and threw a great big rock. I still got that mark on my head, don't you 
remember that? 


M ---There wasn't too many cars then there...... 

P ---Did you have neighbors around there, close by? 

M ---Well, later, later, towards..... in 1930's they started building across the 
street. Mrs. Stoke was there. And we'd go for blueberries...... 

K ---And I got a mrak on my leg here because I cut my leg, remember, on the 


fence? Oh, yoi.... 


P ---You would go for berries? 

K ---Yeah, we were picking wild strawberries. 

M ---....in the woods across the street. 

K ---Right. And they had...wild roses we used to bring home for mom...... 

M ---That's right. And across the street, we cut the hay there, turned it over 


the next day. And while we had the horses and the wagon, we'd all go 
there with the forks (pitchforks) and throw it in the wagon. 


A ---Remember, we used to walk through that sand..... 


| 
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---Right. And that was good exercise... And then Saturday night we'd get 
dressed up and go to dances. Well, Saturday during the day the boys 
had to clean the cars, Saturday night we went dancing, Sunday morning 
we all went to church, Sunday afternoon we all went to the picnics... 
by Dochia’s.... 


---Well, wait a minute. We had to get the stagecoach before we went to 
church anymore.... 


---Well, I don't know, but.... 


---We had to get somebody...we couldn't go to church walking. It was too 
far. 


---No, I says (by) car, yeah... 

---Well, the car, we got the car late. 

---We went walking to church many times. 

---Oh, many times, yes. 

---From 25th (Avenue) you walked to 11th (Avenue)? 

---Yes, we used to go down Grant Street. 

---and cut through that cemetery..... 

---Whan... 

---In 1925 he got a Model T Ford, but before that we had a stagecoach like 
in the western stories...... a regular stagecoach where it had the two 
horses to pull it, and he would take us. That (the stagecoach) had to be 
cleaned Sunday morning lecause Saturday night we were out wherever there 
was anything going on...at church or the hall. We were all...got dressed 
and got in there and he'd take us where we wanted to go because we did 
our weekly chores and this is the way they repaid us by taking us where 
something was worthwhile. We enjoyed ourselves that way. 

But then the stagecoach was just gorgeous. It was something! Here, my 
father sitting there, you know, like a king on there...taking us to 
church. And when he'd put that station wagon in front of the church, 
everybody was looking at us....oh, brother...... 

---It's a must. Every Sunday. That's a must. You went to church. 

---What time did you have to get up to get ready to leave? 

---I don't know, really, but I remember my father used to come in the 
morning and wake us up with a hot glass of milk..... tell us it's time 
to get up. Ma would have our breakfast ready, and we would all get ready. 


---The whole family? 


---....'cause church would start, I think, 9:30....ten o'clock? Then, by the 
time we got there, yeah, 'cause we made sure we got there when church 
started....on time..... 


---We walked home too. 
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---Oh yes, we walked home. 
---Yeah, we walked. Lot of times we walked home. 
---Yeah, we walked home. 


---But the parents didn't stay too many...too many times for the services. 
But they made sure us kids were there. 


---They took you? 
---They took us, uh-huh. 
---Did you get to go to Romanian school at all? 


---No. None of us did. No Romanian school for us. We learned it from 
them. 


---You spoke Romanian at home, naturally? 


---That's all we spoke. If you started in English to talk to my father, he 
said I don't know what you're talking about. So that made you..you had 
to talk Romanian. But everybody that came over was Romanian. There was 
hardly....we had about three or four neighbors that was American people, 
and when they come over, we understood everything, you know, and we 
explained to our parents. 


We had a very, very good neighbor there. She would make cabbage strudel 
and she would bring it over with a bushel. And when we'd make "scoverzi" 
(bismarks) in our style, we'd take it over there. She had a family of 
about seven or eight, and we sort of traded our foods like that. We 
learned how to appreciate good things. Her children were about our 
children's age (about the same age as we were), and we had a very good life. 


We had an eight-room house. We had a big basement. We had a couple of 

rooms there for our cellar, and whatever we had bought from the store....like 
cornmeal.... We bought cornmeal by the sacks and sugar by the sack...the 
100-1b. sack. We had to have room to put all this stuff so it doesn't spoil. 
And we had a couple of extra rooms there, but we never used that for 
sleeping quarters or anything. 


We had eight rooms upstairs, and the girls had their room and the boys 

had their room. Dad and mom had their own bedroom. We had a real big living 
room where we had our company together there. The kitchen there in back 
was real large, and that's where we did our cooking, baking, and everything 
with that. And we didn't have no furnace, no electric until late. 

---What did you use? 

---We used kerosene. We used kerosene lamps a lot. 

---You had water inside, didn't you? 

---No, we didn't. 


---No ma'am! 
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---We had well water...that we had to pump....pump water, carry that in the 
house by the pails, yes. We helped. We had to have all this done so we could 
have it in the morning in the house. 


---What did you do in the winter time? 
-+-Same thing. 


---Same thing. We made sure...that pump never froze on us because it was 
enclosed. 


---We used to bring wood for the stoves. 


---We had to bring wood. We even cut wood, us girls had to cut wood...if 
the boys wasn't around....with a real long saw, with the handle on each 
end, and we'd put it on that horse and we'd cut it together. 


---Do you know, we had a good time? We were happy. We didn't have the 
time to argue or fight. 


---Because you were always busy. 


---We were always doing something....made sure mom, if mom would say to do 
something, you'd do anything. 


---Well, dad and mom was there, and dad would say you go and do this. 
That's what you had to do. There wasn't "No" for an answer there. 
Dad would never say...take the answer "no." If you said no to him, 
you would have heard about it....another way. That's all! Nobody 
said no in our family. And even it seemed like, when we talked 
together, we had an understanding that the word "no" means nothing 
around here. You had to do it. That's all. 


---What kind of discipline? 
---Very good discipline there. We had it. 
---What did you do for recreation because you didn't work all the time? 
---We would sit in the living room, listen to my mother read the letters 
from Europe to my father (she would read to their father). And we enjoyed 
that. Then, when my father...when my mother would write letters to Europe, 
my dad would tell her what to write, what he wanted them to know. We 
enjoyed all that, listening to.....Finally, we had a radio. 
---We crocheted a lot. 
---Yes. 


---We embroidered...... 


---And our clothes...we made sure that when we went to the dance for 
Saturday night, we all looked spic and span. Our dresses had to be 
just so, because my mother said you have to look pretty. You're a 
girl, and I don't want nobody to laugh at you. And I don't want you 
to go outside of the hall (during the dance). 
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---Yes...the irons...oh, my gosh...no electric iron either. You had to put 
it on top of the stove to get hot..... you had two pieces (irons)....while 
one is on the stove getting hot, you'd be ironing with the other one. When 
that got cold, you had to vuse the other one. 


---We had to wash all by hand, on the scrub board. We didn't have a washing 
machine until 1934. That was the first washing machine. That's about 
when we got the eletric (electricity in the house) too. When it came 
that far out...because he had to buy each post....from Grant Street..... 
and that was, I think $100 a post....yeah. (Home owner had t pay for each 
pole used in bringing electricity to his house). 


So, of course, then the mayor, this mayor....Tom Knotts wasn't mayor no 

more then...After Pa had left the city.....I don*t know who else was (mayor) 
after that, but then the boys got work in the mill and we started a different 
life because everything came out with electric....slowly, you know...but we 
got to where we were...everything was (more) lLiveable.... 


---Everything was more comfortable. 
---...comfortable, right. 
---Your parents were members of the church and the societies? 


---Well, I'll tell you. We were members of the church, but I don't think he 
was too much for the society because he didn't care where the society's 
money..... because he never belonged to anything, he didn't know what it 
was all about. (Wasn't happy with how money was handled so he didn't belong 
and so didn't know too much about society affairs). 


So, he figured he'd sooner be a member of the church because that's the 
Lord's house, and this way he's going to bring up his children to some kind 
of religion, and that was the best place for us to go, which was right. 
Otherwise, if you didn't, yu went to church and you played around....some 
place else or something, you would hear Hout it. (If the children didn't go 
to church when they were supposed to but only pretended they went to church, 
the father would let them know about it). Because, he would ask somebody 
that was to church, did my children...I took my children to church, were 
they there all the time. 


---Oh, he'd check up on you. 


---You'd better believe it. It was...it would be heard, because, if he went to 
the market, not the market, to the stores with his vegetables, well, somebody 
would say, I didn't see your kids in church or something, you know. There's 
always a tattle tale someplace. This. would bring it out (that you had not 
gone to church), and it has never happened though to us, because, we never 
went one alone. We always went together in a bunch. We never was alone, so 
it was really worthwhile to us. And we had religion behind us. 


---Did you get religious instruction at home too? 


---Oh, yes, we did. Because there was some kind of a paper, I don't remember 
what kind of a paper it was. And they would tell us that this is not right, 
because it's just not right, period. It has be this way. And just, I 
suppose, like any other parent, they want their children to have the best. 
And there was a lot of times, "Foia Poporului" (People's Newspaper) was out, 
if you remember that one? 


---No, I don't. 
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M =--"Foia Poporului" when that came out....Mrs. Berea used to get it, she 

got all the papers, and she'd save them and bring them to my dad and my 
mother. Lots of times, weekends, she'd get busy on that paper, and just 

read all this. "Foia Poporului" was all "poezii" (poems)....poems. And 

we'd get a kick out of that. That's why I learned how to write and 

read more or less....how to pronounee the words, how you write them, 

you know (you pronounce each letter, exactly as written) because, other- 

wise, if we didn't go to school, we didn't know. But that's how I learned it. 


P ---Then, you learned to read those papers too? 

M ---Yes, I did. 

P ---Do all of you...can you all read...or just the older ones? 

K&A ---No. 

M ---Then I must be the only one. See, my first husband had a lot of newspapers 


too, and I liked to....because in Chicago he belonged to a couple of societies 
over there. He belonged to the one in Gary, so he got the papers, and lI... 

I got after that. (They subscribed to several: newspapers, a practice she 
continued after her divorce). And this is how I learned too. 


P ---Do you speak Romanian with your children, any of you? 


K ---They get mad I talk to my two, Romanian. No, no. She understands it, but 
she doesn't speak it. 


P ---Yours either? 

M ---Mine speaks it, yeah, mine speaks it, regardless whether she married a 
Polish fellow, but she understands it. 

P ---So, you raised her...speaking Romanian in the house? 

M ---Oh, yes, oh yes. 

P ---How about your brother (Dan)? His family...and his children? 

M ---No, no. 

e ---You were the only one probably. 

M ---Dan, probably (spoke) with Irene (in Romanian), but I don't know how much 


Romanian...the kids don't know Romanian at all. 


P ---Speaking of your father, he was the ome who made the decisions? 


M ---Well, he made the decisions and we cooperated. Mother says, well, if you 
say it's that way, it's going to be that way. Because the way they were in 
Europe, they said the man is always the man of the house and so that's how 
it was in our house. And whatever he said, it had to go regardless. If it 
went wrong, it still had to go that way, and then if we had to correct it, 
we corrected it. But other than that, it was that way. 


P ---Tell me about your Christmases. 
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---Well, I'll tell you how we celebrate Christmas. At one time we started... 
our parents....my dad and two older brothers would go out and pick a tree, 
out wherever they grew, and they would come back with it and fix it up. 
And instead of putting lights on, we at one time had ¢&nmdles with candle 
holders. Well, we got burned with... 


---I can remember that tree in that corner in the dining room..... 


---....because the tall tree went on fire, one day, and so from then on we 
didn't use no more candles. We used...dad learned something different in 
Europe. We'd go in the...they would send the boys in the forest and pick 
branches, and then we'd put applies on these branches and walnuts and we'd 
hang them in the trees. And if somebody was smart, they would get up at 
night and go take couple of nuts or an apple, eat them in bed, steal them 
» you know. Well, this is life..... 


---You mean, the tree was in the house? (Not on an outside tree). 

---Yes...the tree was in the house. 

---Of course, nobody did that in your family. 

---Did what? 

---Take an apple. 

---Well, they were gone. In the length of time they had to disappear, somebody 
ate them. Regardless of whoever it was, there was no questions about it. 
They never bawled us out for it. But he says, there was.....he remembers 
there was..... there.....(he would say he knew there were so many apples or 
nuts there and now there are fewer, etc.) Of course, he said it's all 
right, as long as we don't throw them away. But that's the way it was. 


We always had a Christmas tree in our house. 


---(How about) colinda? (caroling) 


K&M &A ---Oh, yes, oh yes. 


M 


---We had a lot of "colinda"...we had the "colinda" from Harbor, and we had 
the "colinda" from Gary....all the time...both of them always came over. 
I have the same problem over here. They both come to me here. 

---Did you ever 80 caroling to other places? 


---We had the "colinda"....we did in a way, but then dad made sure that we 
were home by midnight. Well, you hever stayed over twelve o'clock. 


---We nearly got killed one time, remember? 
Yeah, when we went to show on Sunday. We walked to show. Pa said make 
sure you come home before it got dark. Me and....... we over (overstayed) 
We came home after dark, and boy, pa really gave it to me.. remember? 
---How old were you about that time? 


---I don't even remember that. 


---Were you in high schaZ? 
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---None of us went to high school. 
---No. I think I was about 13 years old...13 or 14 years old... 


---We all went to..only to grade school. We went as far as eighth grade. We 
didn't go to high school, none of us went to high school. 


---(Ref. which show they attended)....on 15th and Broadway....Roosevelt Theatre.... 
---And you walked all the way? 


---Sure, the boys and I used to walk. Remember? Them days it wasn't like they 
are now...to hit you in the back. 


---(Ref. candy store Mrs. Berea had on 25th)..No, they don't give us candy. 
We would go there after school, because we'd bring the paper home for Ma and Pa, 
and we'd stay there and have something to eat, whatever...... had lots of fun 
there. That's how it was, you know. 


---Did you ever work behind the counter? 
---No. 


---Well, I did. She had...I did, I worked behind the counter at lunchtime because 
I had two hours in between there...for lunch hour. I would...she asked me to 
come and help her because the children from school would come in there and 
they'd just grab everything. So, this way I got to the point, well, she said 
she wants me to help. Okay, I will, and then after school I would tell my 
mother that I helped her. That's the way it goes. 


---All right, tell me about that. You had a sled too? 


---We had a real large sled that put about eight or ten people in it. And when the 
snow was out, we'd hitch the horse on there, put the blankets on, and we went 
sleigh riding in our area. We had a lot of room there. We could have done it, 
you know, out on the farm there in the winter time. If we didn't have the 
garden, we had enough snow to sleigh around (where garden was in summer, there 
now was plenty of room for sleigh riding). So that's where we had enjoyment 
that way. 


---And this buggy pull? 

---We had a little buggy, like for two, like you see sometime in the movies. Just 
for two with a little umbrella thing. Well, they had this little area in the 
back of the buggy where two of us or three of us would sit in the front and one 
would drive the horse. Then the kids would stand in the back there, and hold on 
to the back seats so we just had fun. That was our recreation. 

---You made your own fun. 


---We made our own fun. 


---I see. you haven't mentioned here about the -church. 


---Yes, the congregation....I remember, I think it was Eli Popa and Eli Stoia, was 
the head of this business for the church. 
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---Isn't it LIacob Popa? 

---Iacob Popa, that's right. I thought it was Eli... 

---And LIlie Stoia. 

---...and Ilie Stoia. And there were more...others there..and somebody...Magurean.. 

---Vasile? 

---It could be, and a Dragos.... 

---Isn't that Dragus, Jimmie's nas (godfather)? 

---Jimmy's nas; that's right. 

---That Stoia is Lena's nas. 

, 

---All right. What about them? 

---They...they had talked to my father, if it was possible, being that they heard 
that he was working for the city and he knew all the men over there, if they 
could move the church from 19th Avenue to the new area they had bought. So dad 
had the courage to go and ask the mayor about it, and he (mayor) said that's 
very good. We shall help you. And they sent out rollers...they didn't have the 
things that we have today. They had rollers, like big round ties, they would 
move this..ties from one end to the other and just keep the house rolling on 
the ties and the horses would be pulling it and...until they brought it (the 
church) to this new destination. Then they started building the basement in 
there and then they put the » = church on top of it...the church on 11th Avenue 
was the old church except it was raised up on cement blocks, on those blocks... 
and he said, the mayor said that was a very good idea and he was for it all the 
way to help the Romanian people. (Mayor was in favor of moving the church). 

---Did you see this moving, or did you just hear about it from your dad? 

---Well, I just heard that from my dad. 

---Then he was a part of it? 

---He was a part of it, yeah. 

---It wasn't his horses that were used? 

---Yes, his horses....yeah, his horses. 

---They were his horses? 

---Those were his horses, his wagon, all....the buggy was.. this is all our own 
equipment. The buggy was ours, the sleigh, our own, our personal use. The 


sled was ours also, so was the stagecoach, our own. 


---I mean, when they moved the church, did they use your father's horses to move 
the church? 


-==7698, yes. 


---That's what I meant. 
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---And like I said, the mayor had ordered these real big round ties that they 
would roll and somehow or other, I've been watching.... 


---I think they're rollers. 

---Well, maybe they might be like rollers now, but at that time they had about a 
dozen men, my dad said, they would have to take that roller and bring it in the 
back....just keep..... 

---Pushing it that way? 

---That's right. It took a whole day to get it (the church) over there. 

---You mean, they moved that church the whole distance in one day? (About 17 blocks) 

---One day....because the traffic wasn't like today. 


---That's still quite a distance. 


---Well, it could have been a distance, but there wasn't no traffic, not so many 
cars like today. Itwas easy. 


---Do you know who the contractor was who took care of lifting the church and 
setting it on blocks? 


---Well, it could have been Hans, a German contractor that used to live on 25th 
and...that's the only contractor I know. 


---Does the name Sikora mean anything to you? (Ref. in Someson interview, Sikora 
was credited with the moving). 


---No. 

---What "popa" (priest) was this that went....his daughter went to Europe? 

---(Fr.) Moldovan. 

---When he asked the mayor about it, he (mayor) said he was 100% for it and he got 
the equipment and the people for the city, that was working for the city...he got 
the whole crew in there and they moved it over there. That's how my father was 
telling us. 


---Of course he started early morning to move it. 


---Well, naturally. If.. to move it, (if they worked) like they would do when they 
worked on the streets, if they start at six o'clock, that was a twelve-hour day then. 


---Right. 
---Not like today. 


---Do you know what your father was paid for working on this...streets...do you, 
did he work six days a week, do you know? 


---I don't know. Six days a week...he could. We don't know. 
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---Did you have one of those old-fashioned stoves with water on the side? 


---We did. We had, in the front room, we had a pot_ belly stove, and tha would 
burn coal or wood, whatever it happened that we had. And then in the kitchen, 
we had to have a bake stove, a regular kitchen stove where you had to put, like 
four loaves of bread in the oven or six loaves of bread. And on top of the stove 
where the burners were, well, we still used coal on there...and more or less wood 
because the stuff that you baked in the oven smelled better and tastes better 
with the wood that was burning instead of coal. Why, I don't know, but that 
always has a different taste. 


---No, no, no..the one in the kitchen, on the side.... 
---Well, it might have been after my time. 


---We had....the stove was even, I think, like a yellowish color. And it had the 
warmer on top...two, like two drawers or whatever you call it. You put food there 
to keep it warm and on the bottom it had four burners like, and on the side it 
had... 


---where you put the water. 
---yeah, I think it took about two buckets of water in there to keep warm, yeah..... 
That's how we had hot water for dishes and stuff too, yeah. 


---How did you take baths? 
---In the tub. 

---You had a bathroom? 
---We had a bathroom, sure. 
---Yes, we did. 


---We'd take the water out of the stove, put it in the bathtub, and when we finished 
we just let it run outside. There was no sewer in our area. We just let it run 
on the outside of the house. But it was all clean water, just soap... 


I remember, I was about...probably five or six years old, and it was raining for 
awhile, about like three or four days at a time. And all of a sudden, we were 
looking outside and here the streets were flooded. We were flooded, like about 
two blocks from the river because we were right off the river. And it flooded up 
and brought up all the fish. And as we were looking around, the neighbors was 
coming with their tubs and everything and we were thinking, what in the world 
these people want. My dad was furious. He says, what you people want over here? 
They says, well, bok at all the fish, look at all the fish. They (fish) were 
still flapping, you know. 


So my dad said, well, we know what to do with that. What's on my property is 
mine. You guys go where there's...on the other side. So dad would, we got 
pitchforks and whatever we had with sharp points, you know, and we'd get ahold 
and try to put the pitchfork through the fish's head, more or less, the rest of 
the fish was clean (that way). And as they caught them, my two brothers happened 
to be home at that time, as they caught them and stuck them in the tub, well, us, 
we got busy and clean them all of and took the insides all out. 
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M ---By the time we were through, we had about two tubs full of fish. That was a 

lot of fish, cleaned. So then she marinated some. We ate a couple of times, 

probably more. And some of them she put them in salt water like they do for 

the dinner (fish dinner at church on Palm Sunday). And there was a lot of 

waste to it, but there was no freezer at that time to really keep stuff like 

that, long enough to say, well, I'll freeze....this and say you can have it 
next month or something. No such thing as that. 


M ---(Ref. to what happened to the farm area now)....Everything is gone. All the 
/ buildings. They had to do that on account of the Expressway. The Expressway 
killed a lot of that area off. 


M ---...a wedding I have to tell you. The party was from Harbor, and we used to, we 
were invited to this wedding. I never thought this would ever happen, but the 
bride was a neighbor of ours, and we were invited to this wedding, like I said. 
And the orchestra was up in front, singing away, and everybody that was calling 
the bride to go to the groom.....there was shooting outside....the old fashioned 
stuff...shooting with the pistols. They were screaming and having a good old 
time at this wedding. 


Well, that same bride, when it was towards the end of the time (evening), they 
had dressed the bride with the money they had given her as gifts....all on her 
clothes. That was something I had never seen before, but that was a fascinating 
wedding to us. We were surprised. 


---Whose wedding was this, do you know? And where was it? 


---This was in (Indiana) Harbor. We went to a wedding in Harbor, and after they ate, 
and the bride had her own dancing, the bride dance, and the money that she got 
in paper, they had pinned it on her veil and her dress. After they had filled 
out her gown and her veil, well, somebody kidnaps her and takes her. And when 
they bring...the nasu (godfather) comes and looks for her (as is the custom, to 
redeem the bride from the kidnapers), and they have to pay to bring her back. 


— a 


Meanwhile, she had lost some of this money, I suppose by the way the kidnapers 
had taken her. And they had to replace that money. So they had to do the dances 
over so they could fill her gown again wherever the money was missing. And that's 
the second wedding I seen (like that). And I'm going to tell you, it was something 
different. 


Before we went to this wedding, when they had gone from the bride's house to the 

' bridegroom, well, they had an orchestra like they would have a parade...the 

' orchestra would be playing all the way from the bride to the bridegroom. If it 
happens to tein Harbor or Gary or wherever, all the way around, they had this 

orchestra sitting on top of the car there, just playing away and the peaple 

' behind, following the bride. They would shoot guns on the outside, like fire- 

crackers, and it made it exciting. And it was something...that, after that I 

never seen it like that. 


(Custom in Europe was duplicated here. Friends of bride together with godfather 
and his friends go to bridegrooms house and then the whole group marches to the 
church for the ceremony. Many places the groom goes to the bride's house, however.) 


(Above descriptions cover two separate weddings) 
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---We would take the bride to the bridegroom. (When she got married this was custom also) 


---The bride goes to the bridegroom*s house? 

---Yeah, that's how it ws those days. 

---Did the nasu come and pick her up? 

---Yes, the nasu came and picked her up, yes. That's how these were. 

---And then from there they go to the church? 

---That's right. There was a lot of places where it was the other way around (nasu 
and groom would go pick up the bride). Different parts of the country did it’ 
different ways. This is the way I can see it, yes. 

---Did you have a Romanian type wedding? Any of you girls? 

---I did. 

---You did? 


---We did too. 


---Wait a minute, my daughter did. I'm sorry, I wouldn't say I did. We didn't have 


a wedding, we just had a dinner. And only the family was together and our nasu, 
that's all. , 


---Then none of your family had a big Romanian type wedding? 
---Dan did. 


---Dan did, yeah. Dan did. He was the only one that had a large wedding because 
she wanted a large one. 


---We did too. 

---Well, that was after Ma died, though. 

---When did your parents die? 

---Well, dad had died in 1938, in December...and 
---Six weeks later Ma died, in January, wasn't it? 


pony was trying to...yeah, 1939. She died in January. She was trying to have the 
"parastas" (requiem mass) six weeks later. 


---For your father? 


---For my father, and before we were supposed to go up in front for the "parastas" 


---Uh--huh... 
---Well, my mother collapsed. 
---In church? 


---In church. 


MARY 
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---This is the Romanian church on Madison? 

---This is the Romanian church on Madison Street there. And everybody was so, I 
don't know how to say it....so pitiful about it, sorrow, and even the priest 
had brought the subject up. This lady was a saint because she died in the 
Lord's house. It was something that everybody remembered. 

---Who was the priest then? 

---(Fr) Negovan....eh, (Fr.) Moldovan....Moldovan was the priest that time. 
Theré's not much you can do in a case like that. 

---QOleska was the undertaker..wasn't it? Because he was a couple of doors down 
from the church. 

---When mother died...we couldn't bury her until amost four days because the snow 
was so deep and hard, and the cars...undertaker says the cars can't go. It 
was just ice. So the fourth day we just had to do something. So we got down 
and did what we could, we just took our time getting to the cemetery and they 
had buried her regardless. They made the hole and everything, but the snow 
was so deep the cars were going on top of the snow. That's how it was, so frozen. 

---This was in 1939? 

---1939. .in January, yes. Remember, they used to bring the bodies home? 

---You had them at your house? 

---Yes, we did, yeah. 

---Both of them? 

---Yes. 

---Yes. They were resting at home, at that time. (Dead were kept in the home for 
the wakes until the funeral). 

---After they passed away, did somebody live in the house or did you sell it? 

---Well, whoever was left at home, the children and all, whoever was the oldest 
took over and took care of everybody. And as everybody later....just as we 
went along and aged, we got married and left.... 

Being that my parents are deceased, I hope they are resting in peace. 

---We would never argue or be madcat each other either. 

---He was a very intelligent man evidently. 

---Yes, he was. 

---He was. Both of them were. He always said that before you go to bed, you say 


your prayers and if you were mad at your sister or your brother, ask for forgive- 
ness and go to bed and you'll have peace of mind. You can sleep better. The 


next day you'll be a different person. This is true. Don't go to bed mad 
because it isn't going to help you. It's good for the soul. 
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---Being us kids...because if dad would hear there was a misunderstanding, he 
wanted to know (what it was about). Because, otherwise, he would say, well, 
what's the matter. Or else I'm just going to slap your face, but that's it. 
He wanted to know what was....what was the incident about. But there was no 
fights in our house. 

But he hardly struck us kids either because we Listened. 

---But Pa really liked to dance, he and Mom. 

---They were both good dancers? 

---Oh, yes. 

ral 

---They loved it, especially when the "favirtita” he would hear it, when they 

used to be at the hall in Gary, in the basement, they would...you can hear it, 


the echo...he used to come upstairs. He would stand on the side..... “fu, 
Macenico, vino!'"' (Hey, Macenica, come!) She would come up there and start.... 


---And "Sarba"... (a line dance) 


---Dad was good at "Sarba" but the "nvirt ta" was...."da pe sub mana" you know 
("man passes lady under his arni') ("Invirtita" is a couple dance). 


---Fancy dancer. 
---European style. 
---He used to always have a flower in his hat. 


---Yes. He wouldn't...he always, regardless if he went to a picnic or to a dance, 
he'd always... 


---(sometimes it ws) "busuioc'' too (sweet basil). 


---.....If he didn't have a hat, he'd have it in- his lapel or either in his pocket, 
his shirt pocket, yes. 


Yes, Ma would always go with "busuoic™ in church. 


---When, you know, when you take "busuoic" in church or any flower in church, you 
are taking flowers for the Lord. That's right. That's how we were taught.. 


---(Do you remember the gypsies who played violins?) 

---(There was) ...Blana cu dipla.....(Mr. Blana who played a fiddle). 

---That little guy? And who were some of the others? There was an Alexandru....? 
---There was an Alexandru from Harbor. 

---Yeah, and there was one that was called Fulea from Harbor. 


---And what would they do? 
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---Gypsy type music....violin...yeah, the tamburitza.... 

---Yeah, but most was this here. 

---See, right now I'm thinking Nick's way....(Nick was her husband). 

---(There were some that) were called "Ardeleni"....And Blana also who were with 


fiddles. These were only with fiddles. Sometimes one would come, sometimes 
another (of the Ardeleni), but never were they altogether. 


---We were at a wedding where the orchestra was only the violin. And he would 
sing the sour song (sad song) of the bride because she was leaving her parents 
-».-to make her cry for sure....and he would sing..play the (most) melancholy song. 


---The saddest song he knew. 


---The sdddest song he can play so the bride would really cry, to make her cry. And 
that's when everybody starts crying. And then by the time they got to the church, 
they were all right. And then when they got from the church, they went and took 
pictures and from the pictures they went to the hall and then dinner was supposed 
to be served or whatever they want to call it...luncheon...supper.... 


(Custom was that from church wedding party and friends went to photographer's 
studio for pictures). 


---It's more dinner....supper. 


---...supper time. And then the regular orchestra, with three or four, probably 
six extra people, would be at that one. But meanwhile, this little one guy was 
always around there, playing for somebody, all the time. (Probably was Blana). 
Whenever they even had meetings for the church, this guy Blana with the “dipla" 
(fiddle) was over there....always playing. He wasn't going because he was going 
to a meeting. He was going to enjoy himself. 


---How about that guy with.... 


---And they would give this man money. Whoever wanted to give him something, was 
fine. He didn't never ask for it. But for the entertaining he did, everyhody 
was happy about it because it was something in their own nationality and they 
enjoyed it. I know I did. 

---But they'd pay him....buy him drinks, wouldn't they? 

---Yes. And he made sure that he was taken care of. 

Then there was Anton...that was a relative of Rapa's. I don't know what kind 
of relative that was.. 

---And I haven't heard that name for, golly, for ages...... Rapin n <0ais 

---Anton? And who was the other one, Rata? 

---Oh, Rata, yeah. 

) 
---They were all violinists? 


---They were all violinists. There was no other musical instrument between them... 
just the violins. 
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Achim Slavu from Mohu, Sibiu - died Dec 1938 at age 64 
Macenica Danila Slavu from Bradu, Sibiu - died Jan 1939 at age 53 


They had eight children andat present there are 16 grandchildren 
and 29 great-grandchildren 


1. Danila (Dan) married to Goldie Toth - 
Deceased in July 1974 
Had two children - Son died leaving one child 
Worked at mills and as furniture deliveryman 
Daughter has three children 


2. Achim (Jim) - 
Retired from Blaw-Knox 
Lives in Hammond 
Has two girls and one boy and 4 grandchildren 


ais Maria Slavu - married and divorced from Vasile Stefan after 35 years 
Now married to Moise Lup 
Has one daughter and 4 grandchildren 


4. Ana (Anne) married to S....., then Vulcu (Volk), then Capusan,(all deceased) 
and now to a Norwegian man, Anunson. 
Has two daughters, and five grandchildren. 
Their father was Vulcu. 


5. Lena (Helen) Bogdan 
Husband Pete, live in Dyer 
Three children, 6 grandchildren 


6. Tlie (Eli) - not married 
7. Lucretia (Katie) Matie - widow 
; Has one daughter, two grandchildren. 


Works as waitress at Puntillo's 


8. Paraschiva (Chiva) or Pearl Matie 
Has three children and four grandchildren 


(Also present at interview were Katie (#7) and Ana (#4) of the sisters) 


IULIU MADAS Interviewed March 28, 1977 
(JULIUS MADAS ) By Pearl Mailath 


Pearl ---When did you come? 


Julius --We left in November...no, October 1925. We arrived here, I believe it was 
the 4th...24th of November 1925.....fifty-two years this year. 


---Now, when you left, who came with you? 

---My sister Mary and my mother. 

---And you were coming where? What part of the country? 
---We came right here to Gary, Indiana. 

---Straight to Gary? 

---Straight to Gary, Indiana. 

---Were you checked in any way? 

---We were checked for lice, yes. 

---This was at Ellis Island? 


---Ellis Island, yes. We were checked for lice and I guess any other disease 
that we might have brought along, but none of us.... 


---You didn't stay there long? 

---We were...well, I don't really, to tell the truth, I dom’t actually recall 
if we stayed there. We didn't stay there....I'd say about two days if we 
stayed there. 


---All right. Now, how did you get along with the language because you couldn't 
speak English? 


---Well, we had a representative or whatever you call it that met us there in 
New York, and he put us on the train for Indiana. When we got off at Gary, 
Indiana, we also had somebody over here to..... they escorted us all the way 
to Gary. 
---Was it somebody who spoke Romanian or was it just an English speaking escort? 
---Well, I don't remember if he spoke Romanian or not but I know it was an escort. 
---Now you came to Gary because your father wes here? 
---Yes, I came to Gary because my dad was here, yes. 


---How long had it been since you had seen your father? 


---Oh, I don't remember him because I was just a baby when he came home. He was 
home three times, you know. When he was in this country, he came home three 


times. 


---When was the first time he came to the United States? 
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J ---My dad came here in 19.. .let's see....in 1904, I believe. 

P ---The first time? He came to Gary then too? 

J ---See, my sister was born...my sister Irene was born 1904....and then he came 
back in 19....I don't know...'08 or '09, and then '11...he was over again... 


or in...'12...something like that. 


P ---But he left you three children each time? 

j ---Yes, yes, yes. 

P ---And then he brought the whole family? 

J ---And in 1925...well, he tried in 1921 to bring us but for some reason, I don't 


know, my mother didn't want to come so he was kind of peeved about it and he 
held things back. Then afterwards he started with my cousins, he had my 
cousin write...Mr. Radu...write my mother a letter, beg her. He says you 
better come, you know, because she was not too keen about it. 


P ---All right. After you got here, do you remember...did you go to school or 
what did you do? 


J ---Well, when I came here, yes, I remember going to...I even went to Romanian 
school too, over here at the church....under the church, I mean. 


P ---You did? 

J ---Yes. 

P ---Who was the priest then? 

J ---Well, I'll tell you, I think it was (Fr) Trutza....yes, it was. 

P ---How old were you then? 

J ---I was twelve years old. 

P ---Do you remember the language problems you might have had in school? 

J ---Speaking English. 

P ---At first ..yes. 

J ---Well, yes, I did, yes. But then I went to what they called a special class. 


That was during school hours. I guess when I was supposed to be, probably 
out on recess, I went to a spedal class, I don't know, for about six months 
or so. But I recall good that after a year or so (after) I was here, that 
teacher said to me, she says, you sure picked it up fast. You're doing 
marvelously. And I was glad to hear it because she says I was doing good, 
in six months or a year that I was here. 


P ---You went to special class just part of the time. The rest of the time you 
were in a regular class? 


J ---Yes, yes...... in Froebel School. 
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J 


---It didn't bother me. You know, I was kind of....to tell you the truth, I 
believe maybe it was first grade...say, let's put it first grade...as far as 
I'm concerned I think I was put in kindergarten....twelve years old..... I was 
sitting down around the class on the floor with the kids. 

---But you didn't stay there very long. You must have moved to another class? 


---No, not very long. Oh, yes, yes, but I remember sitting down on the floor with 
the kids, you know, and playing games...tag, stuff like that...twelve years old. 


---Didn't you feel funny? 

---I sure did. 

---How long did you go to school, at Froebel? 

---Well, I went altogether...one year in high school. 

---So what year was it when you left school? 

---In 1933. 

---1933. Why didn't you finish high school? 

---Well...I'1l tell you. I had a friend of mine, he says...how about let's get 
a job. I says okay Johnny, we'll go. I'm talking about Johnny Meiu, you 
know. Okay, we'll go. And so we took off one day, we went out to the gate. 
It just happened they were not hiring that day. So we went a couple days 
again, later, and got hired. . started working. 

---He got hired too? 

---Yeah. 

---Johnny Meiu? 

---Yeah. 

---The one with the bad arm? 

---Yes, sir. 


---I didn't think he worked at all. 


---Oh, yes. He worked. Oh, poor kid, he worked in the Mason Department. Oh, 
he had a hard job. He worked in the Mason Department. 


---He was able to do it? 


---Yeah. He was with the wheelbarrow....wheeling them bricks....to the masons 
and stuff. 


---But how could he, with that bad arm? 


---He did, he did, no kidding...for a long time. I know he worked in the Mason 
Department. 


---I don't remember. 
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---He was taken....I wasn't home when he passed away. I reallly did feel bad. 
When I came back, I was on vacation..when I came back....I really felt bad.. 
to hear about it. 


---About how old would you say he was when he died? He wasn't much more than 
twenty-five or so, was he? 


---No, about that I'd say. 

---And he worked in the mills. 

---Yeah, he worked in the mills. and like I said, in the Mason Department. And 
then finally he got a transfer...to the place where I was working, in the 
finishing end...in the Merchant Mill, in the warehouse. He was a hooker. He 
had a hook, you know, and 

---He could do that? 

---Well, with a hook, you know, he'd grab hold of this chain, put it on the 
steel and the crane would pick it up, you know. Oh, yeah, he was a hooker... 
in the Merchant Mill. 

---Where did you work in the mill? Did you stay in the same... 

---I worked in the Maintenance Department in U.S. Steel. 

---All the time? 

---In the same department I stayed until I retired. 

---When did you retire? 

---About...well, actually my retirement was only two years this last December, 
but I've been out of a job for over three years now. I was out on disability 
for about ten months. 

---You're not working anywhere now? 

---No, I'm retired. 


---You're completely retired? 


---Yes, I get my pension. You know, I don't know if my son told you when I was 
gone.. .my wife and I went to Hawaii. 


---Oh, is that where you were? 


---Yes, when he came here...well, he didn't come right here first. He was first 
in New York, I think, for....around Buffalo, New York. 


---What did he do there? 


---He worked, I guess, for the city. And then he said that after that he had 
friends over there and he said he came to Illinois.....Aurora, Illinois. In 


Aurora, Illinois, he also worked for the city for the roads, I guess, putting 
in sewers and stuff...digging ditches... I remember he was talking about something 


like that. 


JULIUS MADAS Page 5 


J 


---Then I guess he went to Cleveland, Ohio. I don't know, don't remember what 
he did in Cleveland. Then he come to Gary and here in Gary..... 


---Well, he probably came when the steel mills first went in. 
---Yes. 
---...and he worked for the steel mills? 


---He worked for the steel mills all his life, yes. 


---When I first started school, I couldn't talk...say anything...so then....well. 


like even go to bathroom. I would motion to somebody next to me to put his 
hand up and then he would ask the teacher. I motioned to him what I wanted 
to do and he'd motion the teacher and say..he wants to be excused. I 
remember that. 


---Did you mingle with the Romanians very much? 


---Oh, yes, I did. All the time actually. I don't know if you...maybe you don't 


remember...but I used to go in front of....remember how they used to say... 
"Credeul?" (Apostles' Creed) We used to go in front of the altar...in 
front...stand in front of the altar and say "Credeul"..... I said it. 


---Oh, you used to do that? 


---Yes, I said it, I said it many times, yes. 

---So did I....many times. 

---My dad, if you recall good, he did not belong to the society...Trd@colorul. 

---He belonged to the Bihoreana, didn't he? (B.B.A. Lincoln Society). 

---He belonged to the Bihoreana-Banatiana, what they call it. But he didn't 
belong to the Treicolor. Well, he wasn't even....I don't know, Pearl, to 


tell the truth, I can't remember if he was a member in the church. 


---Well, that would be in the records of the church. We ean find that out 
in the records. 


---Because..you see, we were Eastern....well, it's the same thing..Orthodox and 
Eastern Catholics....Greek Catholics..... and he liked to go to (Indiana) 
Harbor. My mother, my sister, we went over here because the church (was 
close by)...it was the only Romanian church...so we went to this church. 

---Were you a member of the society or any of the groups? 


---Yeah, I belonged to the...what you call it...after I got...after I got a 
job and I worked, I joined the Treicolorul myself. 


---Are you still a member? 

---No, after I dropped the Treicolorul, I never did go to..neither lodge. But 
then....fact...just now back in 1967. .maybe '68 or '64...around there... 
George Horton came over here, had me sign up with the Bihoreana-Banatiana. 

bad 


---You dropped that too? 


---I'm a member theFe now. I'm vice-president of the lodge now. 
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P ---Were you a member of the church? Did you ever join the church? 


---Was I member of the Romanian church? No, I never did join....to be a member 
myself...to pay the membership...no. 


---You were in what branch (of the armed services?) 
---In the Army...four and one-half years. 

---Oh, where did you serve? Did you go overseas? 
---Yes, I was in India, two and one-half years. 
---What did you do there? 


---You know what I did? I was working in...I was a cook. I was working in the 
kitchen. I was a cook. 


---What part of India were you in? Did you travel around or stay in one place 
mostly? 


---No, I was...I stayed in one place. We were attached to the Fifth Air Force 
Command. I was in the Quartermaster...we were attached to the Air Force, 
Fifth Air Force, and I was about one hudred fifty miles from Calcutta, India. 

..trying to think of the name of that place now, I forgot. 


that Queen Mary...and ome guy says to me, he says, '!Pardon me, can I use your 
light?" I say for what. I said this light is not going to fit your camera. 


He thought mine (light) off my camera would fit his camera. So I looked at 
him and he looked like he's from out of the country. Then I asked.. he talked 
to me. After that he says, "You mind if you-take a picture of me," with his 
camera...in front of this (ship) and ...yeah, it's okay, I don't mind. Then 
I asked him, "where you from?" "From India" (he replied). 


I says I was in service in India, two and one-half years. In fact, the name 
of the territory was Bihar...same thing like where I come from (in Romania). 


---Like Bihor. (Only difference is one letter). 

---Just like Bihor... I got honorable discharge. 

---Were you a cook all the time? 

~--Yea, in fact I was cook here before we went overseas. I went in February 2, 
1942, IT wmt in. See, December that was Pearl Harbor..... February 2, 1942, 


I went in. (two months after Pearl Harbor) 


---Were you drafted? 


Now when I was in California and we went to Long Beach, went to see the boat... 


J 


---Yeah. Then see, when I was in service, I didn't know it, but....... I lived 
before I went into service, I lived on 4430 Madison with some friends. We 
lived there...and Julie Iremie, she says to me when I came home on leave, she 
says, "You know, Julius, somebody was here and asked questions about you." 


They were...because I was born in Europe...they were kind of watching me, to 
see if I'm not a spy...or something else. They came and asked this woman, 
downstairs, we used to live upstairs....they come and asked her all kinds of 
questions about me. What kind of a guy I am and do I have a lot of money, 
do I handle a lot of money and all that. Probably think that maybe that I 
could be a spy, I'm being paid, from some...you know. 


---...other country. 


---Yes. You know, when I was coming from Walterboro, South Carolina, I was 
coming home on the train. I was stationed out there. And I came home on 
leave...and this guy was on the train, I guess, following me..... see what I do, 
what I talk, who I talk to....all that kind of.... I didn't know who was 

following me. [I didn't know it. 


---Where did you live when you first came to Gary? 
---Well, I lived 1345 Madison. 
---Close to the church. 


---Right across from Froebel School. My bedroom was on this side. I could 
hear that first bell (school bell). I said I got to get moving. 


---You could sleep until the last minute. 


---I could hear that first bell ringing. 


---Well, she (mother) didn't know how to speak, you know, and she only lived 
three and one-half years and she passed away. My mother died in 1929 in June. 
We came here in 1925 and in June 195<'29, she died. 


---You spoke Romanian in the house all the time? 


---Yes, when my mother was living, yes. We talked Romanian..in the house, we did, 
all the time, Romanian. Because my dad, you know, he didn't speak too good 
English. He understood, but .... (Mother couldn't speak English at all). 


---When did your sister Irene come over here? 


---'27 (1927). Irene came two years after we did, in this country. Irene could 
hot come at the same time that Mary and my mother and myself. In other words, 
could not come at that time. As I said before, in 1921 my dad wanted us to come 
here. For some reason, I don't know, of course my sister Irene, I think she 
had a boy friend out there..for some reason, my mother didn't want to come.... 
in 1921. That's the time he had passports for us and everything. 


I think my mother had passports made or something....but then my sister Irene 
was over age. In other words, she was past twenty-one and she could not come 
on the same passport we did, so they...see...they had to delay her back. 
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---I ean, yes, I can speak Romanian. 

---Show me. 

---Well, what do you want me to say? (in Romanian) 
---Oh, you didn't forget. 


---No, no. I can't. I never will forget. Only the words don't come like 
before. 


---Not as easily. 


---Yes, not so easily. When I was working.... Like now, Easter is coming. I 
always would be singing the Easter song. I'm going to work 4 to 12 in the 
afternoon. And I'd be singing in the car in Romanian...Easter song. And 
then Christmas time I was singing Christmas songs, you know. 


---You haven't forgotten them? 


---This is very short. I shouldn't forget it. If I concentrate a little more, 
I would remember it. 


"In Lordan botezandute Tu Doamne, Inchinarea Treimei s'au aratat.".. 
(singing it) (Chant used at Epiphany) 


---That's right. 


---And then, (Christ has Arisen - sung at Easter) 
"Christos au inviat din morti, cu moartea pre moarte 
calc4and, si celor din mormfnturi, viata daruind-ule." 


---Very good, very good. 
Now, after your mother died.... 


---After my mother died, well, we lived with my sister, Irene. 
---She was married? 


---We lived with my sister, Irene, and then my brother-in-law...he was working 
at Inland Steel and I was going to school. Then he got the idea he was going 
to quit the mills and he got himself a truck, and he went out to the farms and 
got vegetables and eggs and stuff like that... .to peddle. Then I went with 
him. I helped him, see. I helped him deliver the stuff, you know, sell... 
beans and everything else...eggs and peppers...what not. 


---That was in the summer time, wasn't it? 

---Yes....in summer time. 

---What did you do in the winter time? 

---Well, winter time...at that time I was still going to school because I lived 


out here on 46th and Connecticut, and I went to Wallace for awhile...not long 
I went to Lew Wallace. Then I went back to Froebel. That's where I finished 


my one year in high school....at Froebel. 
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J ---Before we moved on Jackeon, my dad and myself, of course, I was still going 
to school..Froebel School. We were living on Jefferson, with my cousin, three 
of us were bachelors. They were working and I was going to school. And my 
cousin, he knew how to cook. Well, see, he used to show me, and I used to 
keep house. I'd be scrubbing the floors on my knees and I'd put the regular 
carpeting on the floor, you know, we'd put our carpeting....(newspapers spread 
over clean floor - then removed after a couple of days - did not wash floor 
for week). 


Pp ---the newspapers? 


a ---We'd put our carpeting on the floors. So, my dad was working shifts and 
naturally, I stayed home. Then after that we moved from your flat there, 
and Uncle John Radu with Mrs. Radu....Mrs. Radu was my dad's niece, my dad's 
brother's daughter. 


P ---This is the Mrs. Radu that lived on Jackson? 

J ---Right. 

P ---But the John Radu that you're talking about, your cousin, is another family? 

J ---He was another John Radu. 

J ---I'll never forget. I must have been about...maybe eight, ten years old.... 
something like that. It was before I came in this country. We, well, we 
raised hogs. I cam remember that. We had a hog and everything....in fact, 
we had him fattened....the hog, you know...so we can butcher him. And the 


hog died on us, you know. Boy, I'll tell you, we cried. That's a big 
thing there you know. 


P ---That's a tragedy. 

J ---Qoooo00oh, that's a tragedy, and how! You loose a hog there, you cry. 

P ---That was your food for the winter. 

J ---There's another thing. My mother used to get sugar...the squares, you know... 


sugar squares from the market...and put them in the drawer...dresser drawer. 
So, I'd fill my pockets up, and we used to have...oh, there's another thing 
Liean.tell.... 


Oh, we felt...all felt bad when I left. We had a big garden and we had ten 
walnut trees. And I think it was....we had two or four plum trees in our 

back yard, but we had ten walnut trees. So I used to get the sugar and I 

used to go out by the walnut tree and eat the sugar. So, she missed the sugar. 
One night she tells my oldest sister, Irene, she says, "Do you know what 
happened to that sugar? Where is it? That boy must have taken it." And 

they look in my...well, what do you call it...a shirt (blouse type) with a 
pocket in it, big shirt, long shirt....with pocket. 


So they found it...they found the sugar in my shirt. I was in bed, and I 
covered my head...listening to them. Oh, boy, she pulled me (out of bed) 


they took the sugar away from me, and I got a licking. 
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J ---(about walnuts) 
You know, we'd get them and then let them dry and shell them and she would take 
the walnuts to the market....to sell them. (Mother would sell shelled walnuts). 


---(when he was little boy in Romania) 
Oh, nine years old, maybe ten years. I was really dressed up, and I can 
remember them kids out there, they used to say to me, "Oh, you can tell you 
got a dad in America. He's sending you money and buying you nice clothes." 


Because I used to have fancy pants, suit, you know, and everything...in 
Europe...to dress up for Sunday....didn't dress up every day. Sure, we had 
that big "camasa"! (large blouse-type shirt). (for every day use) 


Miscellaneous information 


/ v 
Julius Madas, son of Alexa Madas and Maria Irdei Madas 
From Cheti, Judetul Bihor, Post office Marghita 
Mother came from Tarcea 


He was married to Mary Smiljanic (Croatinn girl) on June 14, 1952 
Has one son Julius A. Jr. - 23 years old - single 
Works for State Sign - 
Just finished Indiana U. at Bloomington - Degree in Bus. Adm. 


Also adopted her nephew (wife's nephew) Richard John 
Graduate of Merrillville High School 
Now 36 years old - married - has 3 girls 
Works at U.S. Steel (sheet mill) 
Was in Air Force, 4 years, Military Police 
Lives in Lake Station 


The cousin John Radu is a cousin on mother's side. - not same family 
as John Radu - who lived on Jackson and whose wife was Alexa Madas' niece 


The John Meiu mentioned is not related to other Meiu family - 
Julius - sisters mentioned are: 


Mary - Mrs. Aurel Gavrila 


Irene - Mrs. Ireme Sumurducan (Sumurdy) 


PETRU MAGUREAN Interviewed 8/17/76 


By Pearl Mailath 


ORIGIN----- Born January 6, 1893. 
Arpasul de Jos, Fagaras 
Education--6th Grade 


DEPARTURE--I left Romania at age 17 to evade army service. There was a man in the 
village who helped get the passport. This was three days before I was 
supposed to report for army service. Saturday night this man helped me 
get the passport and Monday I left. I traveled through Vienna, Liepzig, 
Hanover, and then to Antwerp. There was a physical at Antwerp. Took a 
Red Star ship, traveling in steerage. There were 24 Romanians on board 
with me. We bartered. I gave haircuts and got a chicken. Passage cost 
50 forint. Some of the others were turned back because of health. The 
trip lasted about two weeks. 


ARRIVAL----We arrived in New York, and then I went to Lorraine, Ohio. I hada 
dictionary which I studied and it helped me with the American language. 
I went to the factory alone to look for work, and was hired immediately. 
I worked in a tube mill, a pipe factory. It was a good job. After 
three months, I came to Gary to be with my brother Vasile. Got a job 
right away again--was hired the first day - in the Rail Mill. From 
there I went to the Tin Mill - was a foreman there. When the Tin Mill 
closed, I went to the Tube Works - was a crane operator. Stayed there 
until pensioned off at age 65. 


BOARDING HOUSE--Most of the people here were Apolzeni - from Apol. I knew a lot 
of them. I lived in a boarding house, had my own room. There were 
seven men. I paid $10.00, the highest board in town. For that I got my 
meals, laundry, and lunches for work. Most of the other people paid Pe 
$5.00 a month for board. 


HOUSE------ After 3 months I bought a house. Borrowed money from my brother and 
bought a house at 2442 Pierce. Four rooms. Price was $500.00. I 
rented it out at $10.00 a month; didn't live in it until I got married. 


SOCIETY----After coming to Gary they formed a society. My brother Vasile and some 
others decided to form a society. It was the hub of all our activities. 
We met in a building east of Broadway which was across the street from 
old Froebel School (Froebel was onl4th & Broadway then). 


CANTORING--My brother was interested in a church. There was a man from Muncie who 
was a cantor (who later moved to California and died there at age 93 
or 94). This man was a good cantor and he taught Vasile. I learned 
from my brother. We both always went to church. Many people went to 
church. 


PEOPLE------ There were not many old people then. Most were young and most were 
male. Very few women or girls. The girls and even the young married 
women were very much sought after. 


FUNERALS ---When an older person died or someone died from an accident at work, 
they had the funeral from the house. They carried the body from the 
house to the church by hand and then to the cemetery. If it was too 
far, they hired a horse and wagon to carry the casket. If they carried 
it by hand, it could be let down on the street so the men would rest, 
but only three times. There usually was a band or some music with the 
funeral procession. Six weeks later at the parastas they always gave a 
small biscuit (jimba) and one candle to each person attending. Often 


the cantors would leave work and come for the funeral and then go back to work. 
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FIRST PICNIC--They had many picnics then. The first one I remember was around 15th 
Avanue in Tolleston. People like Giurgiu, Vasile Magurean, Petru and 
others made a platform out there for dancing. Each family or person 
brought his own food. Beer was purchased in barrels or bottles. It sold 
at 5¢ per glass or bottle. The gypsies with their violins provided the 
music. There were a lot of gypsies (tigani) then. 


OLD CHURCH--THE church was located at 17th & Grant then because some of the men 
from the mill and the politicians advised that the city of Gary would 
grow in that direction. That would be the center of town. There wasn't 
a priest all the time. Sometimes monks who traveled through would hold 
services on Sunday. When there was no priest or monk, Vasile and Petru 
would handle the service (Vasile was a very good cantor). 


MARRIAGE----He wanted to go to Indianapolis; got on a train, the Pennsylvania. It 
was snowing. The conductor made a mistake and took him to Ohio. The 
conductor got the mistake straightened out. He changed trains and 
went to Kokomo. From Kokomo he took the street car to Indianapolis. 


When he got there, he went to 1001 where the Romanians lived. As he 
approached the area, he heard Romanian music and a lot of noise. It 
was a wedding. He went inside, and found that his cousin was getting 
married. He didn't know about it. So he stayed and danced all night. 
The cousin was a girl. 


Later, he went with a relative of the bridegroom--they stayed up all 
night and talked. Across the street there was a grocery. Mary Campian 
worked there for her father. Pete went in and bought cigarettes and 
left. He told his new cousin by marriage that he would like to meet 
that girl. His cousin asked him, "Why? You thinking of marrying her?" 


They made arrangements to go meet her. He and the bridegroom would go 
to the store, his cousin would come later on the pretext that she was 
going to get Mary to teach her to crochet. As the two men approached 
the store, they saw a couple run out the back carrying a bank bag. 
This couple were pretending to take money from the store. And right 
behind them was Mary chasing them. When she saw Pete, she invited him 
inside. 


They met during Lent, and were married the second week after Easter. 
They would have been married a week earlier but Pantea was getting 
married then. There was a hall on 12th near Broadway where they had 
the wedding. He furnished his own chickens--97 of them. There were 
7 left out of his flock. These seven were stolen during the nipht. 


They had chicken soup, homemade noodles, tocana (stew). They bought 

the bread. Beer was brought by the barrel. It cost him $5.00 a barrel. 
The band leader was Casiano Doda. There were twelve in the band, and it 
cost $50 or $60. They played from 4 to 10 only because the leader had 
to leave for New York that night. The wedding cost him $600.00. He 

got $10.00 from his father-in-law and $10.00 from his brother. Some 
people gave 50¢, others gave $1.00. He received $400.00 altogether. 


They were married four times. Once by the Justice of Peace in Indianapolis, 
onee by J.P. in Crown Point, once by a J.P. on 11th Avenue and in church. 


- 


; 
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When she came to Gary, she weighed 115 lbs. She got very sick, kept 
throwing up and almost died. She went down to almost 65 lbs. But then 
she got well and stayed well. 


When she came, they lived in his house on 2442 Pierce. They got 

married in 1917. He had four rooms there. It was called Glen Park then. 
Vasile Christian lived nearby. He remembers boats on Calumet River 

near Broadway. On 26th and Broadway there was a farmer with a white 
horse. His brother Vasile lived at 25th and Polk. 


GYPSIES----At that time there were a lot of gypsies around who were also musicians. 
They would come around to seranade people on your name day and on all 
the other holidays, especially Christmas and Easter. And you gave them 
money and food if you wanted to. 


PAY------ -When he lived in Lorraine, Ohio, he worked at National Tube. After he 
came to Gary, his first pay was for $96.00 for two weeks, for 12 hour 
days. When he left Lorraine to come to Gary, they did not want him to 
leave so they did not pay him for his last week hoping to induce him 
to stay there. But he left anyway. Later, they mailed him his check. 
He worked for National Tube here too. 


MAGICIAN---He remembers that there used to be a Romanian magician. He was sitting 
in a tavern once when Pete walked in. This man called him over, and 
in talking to him, pretty sonn pulled out a quarter from behind his ear. 
He did a few other tricks too. The magician came to Gary from Youngstown. 


ROMANIA----When Pete was in Romania, he was a shepherd. Winters he cut wood-- 
worked at a lumber mill. His father was a mechanic; he worked on wagons. 
Petru also made wheels by hand. He cut his own trees and made gates, 
fences, wheels, etc. 


On shipboard the Romanians made a pact. Each would pool what money they 
had and if somebody would be turned back, they would be able to pay his 
passage back home. Don't know if this money was used or not. 


After Petru came to this country, he extracted oil from seeds for his 
family's use. He made his own press. He also roasted seeds im an oven. 
He had two ovens, one for seeds and one for baking bread. He sold the 
oil press to one of the Poparad's from Hobart. 


PETRU MAGUREAN Family 
(in chronological order) 


Peter (deceased) 
Froebel high school graduate 
Married to Ann Olariu from Indianapolis 


Children 
Peter III - not married 
Lt. in Navy for about 10 yeass 
Graduate from Purdue 
Now on West coast 


Rebecca - Graduate Ind. U. Social Studies 
Married to Gary Moore who graduated from Purdue 
(Business Administration) 


They have a boy and a girl 


John - Indiana U. (Business Adm.) 
Controller (?) at Valparaiso bank 
Wife Candy 
Adopted a boy 


HOWARD (Deceased) 
Graduate of Froebel high school 


Married to Mary Tatalovich 
No natural children 
Adopted Mary Ellen who is studying 
at Purdue (Med. Tech) 
and Keith (?) in high school 


PHOEBE (Paraschiva) 
Graduate of Froebel high school 
Married to Norman Landis 
Daughter Mary Gertrude (True) who is married 
to Bill Rogers 


They have 3 boys 
She went to College at University of I11l 


Cynthia (divorced) 
Univerisity of Kentucky, Bowling Green 


Languages (French) 
No children 


MARY (divorced) E 
acim Froebel high school a 
U. of Western Kentucky x 
Teaching at Conoga Park, California 


Son Victor Tufford, lawyer 
Son Peter in high school 
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PETRU MAGUREAN (had six children) : Or 


JOHN 
Graduate Froebel 
Married to Ann Denusak also graduate of Freobel 
Now working for Dixie Dairy - route manager 
Joyce married to James Gaszewski (both high school graduates) 
They have a girl, 3 yrs old, Jennifer 
Gregory Jay 
Graduate of Purdue with Mech. Eng. degree, working at Inland 
Married to Mary Ann Bacchus, Elementary teacher (Indiana State) 
John Kevin 
In third year at Purdue, Mech. Eng. 
Mark 
Nawxinxkighxsehoakx 
High school graduate 
Nicholas 


Graduate Froebel 

~~ Some work at Duke U. in Durham N.C. 
Now living in Durham, N.C. 
Martied to Maxine ...... 
Works for Liggett Meyers in lab. 
Has a daughter Wanda who went to N.C. State 

Business Ad,. 
She has no children 


PETRU MAGUREAN As told to Pearl Mailath, June 27, 1977 


Petru Magurean says he never lost any time from work except for once 
when he was seriously injured. 


In 1919 there was a bad accident when two street cars collided head-on. 
On his way to the mill to pick up his check, he boarded a street car for the 
trip. Two street cars were hooked together. The first was the regular one 
and the second was an older model used only part-time. He was in the second car. 
There were so many people, they were jammed in like sardines. 


These two cars were going into the mill. Another street car was coming 
out of the big mill. On Buchanan Street, approaching the underpass, one of 
the cars hit the viaduct. It was too tall for clearance. When the stret ear hit 
the overpass, sparks started flying. Aurel Gavrila pulled the lines and so 
prevented a fire. 


The top of the car fell down over the people. One of the cars jumped 
the tracks and collided with the oncoming car on the other track. Thirty-six 
people were killed and nineteen injured seriously. 


Petru Magurean was thrown against the motorman's wheel. He had been 
standing in the front of the car. The wheel pushed into his stomach. He says 
his intestines were spilling out. Aurel Gavrila and Ilie Novac took him to 
Mercy Hospital, a newly constructed facility. 


He was placed on a table in the hospital so they could work on him. And 
they kept bringing in bodies, shoving them under the tables. Altogether, sixty- 
five were brought in, alive or dead. 


He stayed in the hospital about three months and then went home. Dr. 
Templin treated him, coming to the house every other day for several more months. 
After he went back to work, he did not loose any time. He worked continually. 
Since he was a foreman, he was not affected by strikes either. Once he was 
supposed to have about three or four days of vacation, but they needed somebody 
to fill fuel cans and so they called him in, 
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John ---I was born in Feldiora, Judetul Brasov, Transylvania. At that time, it 
was under the Austria-Hungary Empire...Franz Joseph was Emperor. My father 
came to the United States...it had to be in 1907. Later in the year, my 
mother (and I) came over accompanied by one of my relatives. I'm not 
quite sure if it was Uncle Achim (Mailath) or Uncle (John) Meiu, but 
somebody came with her, and we came here. (John was about one year old). 


Well, that had to be in 1907, when we came to Gary. My dad had been 
working in the steel mills, I believe, or for some contractor digging 
ditches, at ten cents an hour, twelve hours a day. But of course, he 
wasn't satisfied, and eventually went into different businesses. Now 
what chronological order I'm not sure. But I know he had a tavern, he 
had a grocery store, for a short time he had a poolroom, but I don't 
remember which was first or what. And the pop and beer business was the 
one he settled on most of the time. 


In the meantime, my mother helped all the time ‘cause, I remember them 
telling me, when I was very little, I'd crawl up to the window and holler, 
"Issis, give me candy.'' (Misus, give me candy). Evidently she was selling 
candy to the kids. And being nasty and stubborn and everything else, I 
wouldn't take it (from her). I had to go and ape the other kids at the 
window....crawl up the sand. (Outside the store there was only sand in 
front, no sidewalk)....which, according to them, was a big joke because 
they told it often enough. 


My next memory comes...going to school. I believe I'm a charter member of 
the Froebel kindergarten class. 


P ---Where was Froebel then? 

J -—--At the same place it is now, on 15th and Madison. 

P ---That big building had been put up then? 

J ——-Yes. But exactly what year, I'm not sure. And if I was....but my belief 


is that I was a charter member. Because I remember a kindergarten teacher, 
Mrs. Ferguson, but from there on, I don't know. I liked school, and went 
to school constantly. My parents encouraged us constantly. #y brother 
arrived (was born) in 1906, ana so on..... 


P ---How many children are there altogether? 


J ---Altogether, there's six of us....four boys and two girls. But going to 
school, I used to get around mama, doing all kind of nasty, mean little 
things with the excuse, "Mama, I'm goingto school.'' Those words were 
magic.....because mama and I had a rapport. She'd swat me constantly, 
you know, not hard but.... Any time I wanted anything, ''Mama, school." 
(He would say it was at school or needed for school, and he'd get what he 
asked for even though such was not thease.) And she'd go for it, no 
matter what. 


Same way with....in the Boy Scouts. When I was a little older, I joined 


the Boy Scouts. Anything connected with school, church, or Scouts..... 
when I had a desire for it, they went all out. 


P ---They supported you. 


J ---In every way....bought anything I wanted, too. Many an evening I'd go out 
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J ---to school just to play around. And I'd mention...."'Mama, I want to go to 
school tonight." (She'd ask) 'What's up?" .....Whatever.....never a question. 

Pp ---What did you do with the Boy Scouts? 

J ---Mostly what occ ee CAMPiINGecece 

Pp ---Where did you go camping? 

J ---We went down..... One incident I remember. We went to Tremont. I think 
we had a ride up to Miller,and then hiked from there on to Tremont. Now, 
I'm not quite sure whether it was a week-end or what....how long we stayed 
there. Because I remember two nights sleeping out there in some barn. And 
the scoutmaster decided we were going to hike back to Gary. We started in 
the morning, climbing those big sand hills. That's the first time I saw a 
live tree buried up to the top with sand. That's when I understood what 
the Dunes meant, you know, the rolling sand and everything else. One time 
it'd be here and sometime later you'd see..... 

Pp ---The sand shift. 

J ---...-shift all over. Well, we came along the lake shore, and, I believe I 
got home....I know it was dark, but I barely...I couldn't drag myself up the 
steps when I got home. I was the most tired kid you ever saw. Well, my 
parents both, oh, they made over me in a big way which I probably enjoyed. 

P --—-About how old were you? 

J ---I don't know, but I had to be about ten or eleven or something. Because, 


for that trip, they bought me a new uniform and all kind of....everything 
that was in that "Life'' magazine, that a Boy Scout needed, I had. From 
knife, sheath, knife and ax and bedroll and I don't know what else, but 
anyway, I was in my glory. 


Well, at school I was a pretty good student, and I never gave the teachers 
any trouble in a general way, you know. Little monkeyshines here and there 
eeeenormal.... I did read a lot. How -I ever got the time for it, I don't 
remember, but I used to read. In a certain class, in English I believe it 
was, or something, teacher excused me because I ws ahead of the class and 
everything else, and it was boring. So she turned me loose one day, about 
a half-hour early, you know, as a bonus or something. 


And going out, some of my fellow students...well, I dawdled around there.. 
some of my fellow students, when they got out..there were three of them... 
I as an individual was afraid of any one of them personally, you knew. 
Well, they cornered me down there by the fence on 15th & Madison..no, on 
14th & Madison. They cornered me there. And somehow or other I knew I 
was going to get an awful whipping, you know, from them kids, because they 
were.... When I realized that I had no way to get out of it, I started.... 
I whaled into those kids. And I beat the devil out of all three of them. 
From then on, for months, I was a little bully running around school 'cause 
everybody was shocked. I was more shocked than they were. I was king of 
the mountain, or something of the sort. 


Well, we'd go out playing. Now, you know, Gary was all sand. One of our 
big attractions was the tumbleweeds. There were tumbleweeds all the time 
all over. A great many times we'd pick up big piles of them and set them 
on fire, just for the fun of it. We didn't have many toys. We had skates, 


baseball bats and so on, but otherwise, not very many. 
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-—--So, we had to improvise. Either digging caves in the lot next door... 
tnings like that. 


——-wnere were you living at tnis time? 


---We were living on 12th and Adams....1237 and 1243. First we lived at 
1243 Adams or 1241. And that belonged to my dad. It was a frame building 
with tenants in it. And he built a brick building right next to it, at 
1237 Adams. Well, in the back we had a barn for the horses because my dad 
was delivering beer with the wagon, and so on, and many a time I'd go with 
him. Any time I had a notion to, "Dad, I'm going with you." (He'd say) 
"Sure." 


That way, I got to see more parts of town. Now, the north side was a little 


more sophisticated than the south side....at the tracks, you know...Wabash 


there. (Wabash railroad tracks separated north side from south side.) There 


were more houses and lawns and so on. In our part of the town, there was 
nothing but sand, and apartment buildings. 


The buildings where we lived, that was only apartments. But the frame 
building, the 1241 or 43, that's where we had the store. At one time, we 
had a grocery store there because I remember they put up-a little wire 
fence on the outside where they kept the chickens. See, in those days you 
didn't have frozen chickens. The ladies came in and picked up a (live) 
chicken and touched it and punched it and it had to be fat and so on. The 
reason I remember that, because every so often, I had to go across the lot 
to the Chinese laundry...'cause my dd must have made arrangements with them 
e+ethat their leftover rice...I'd bring over to feed the chickens. And 
when I'd go to the Chinese down there, I was damn sure to make sure it 
was daylight because I was afraid. 


---Why? 


—--Those Chinese, in those days, were supposed to eat little boys. And what 
confirmed it in my mind and my fellow playmates was the fact that there 
used to be little brown jugs...little jugs with brown liquid on th e lips 
of it. And we were...oh, we were convinced that it was blood. So I made 
sure I'd get that (rice)...and I wouldn't tarry very long around there... 
I'd scoot until I got on our side of the lot where it was safe. 


---(laughter) That's so funny. 


---And across the alley, on the other side, toward Washington, on Washington, 
there was another Chinese laundry. But that laundry had a crawl space 
underneath, you know. So, once in awhile, my buddies and I would be brave 
enough to craw! under there....we were going to catch the guys in the 
act or something. 


---When they were stealing little boys... 


---...stealing little boys and...we wanted to be horrified, I don't know. 
But those things were really, what you call it, important, in those days. 
Well, we built a cave..dug a hole in sand in the lot between us and them 
and we had some bed springs and mattresses and we covered them up with.. 
you know, our own little cave in there. And from that we tried all kind 


of....(games) spying and everything else. Anyhow, we made a real production 


out of that particular phase. Of course, pretty soon we outgrew that and 
started playing "shinny" in the alleys and we formed our little gangs, you 
know, go around fighting (scuffling)...and stone throwing (bouncing stones 
over water in ponds) and things of that nature. 
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J ---We had to go to church because mama and papa were great church goers and 
believers, and, at that time, our church was some place on 19th & Fillmore 
(Hayes) or thereabouts. The reason I remember it, and the road in particular, 
because there was a place in the road where it was eight or ten inches higher 
than the other...it wasn't leveled off. 


And we went to church on this Sunday, or, I know it was the 4th of July, 
period. Because, coming back from church...see, at that time my dad had a 
young team of horses, very spirited, and we had one of those fancy buggies 
with a fringe on top, like in ''Oklahoma'' (the musical), you know, that type 
of thing..open carriage. Oh, we were strutting.... And coming back from 
church, now, somebody either...I don't know exactly what...but either some- 
body threw a firecracker or somebody came out with a gun ana snot up in tne 
air or something because, in those days, any and everybody had guns and were 
shooting them to celebrate the 4th of July, you know. 


P ---In daytime too? 


J -—-In daytime, anytime. They had a few drinks and out you come, booming away. 
That was the way things were. Well, anyhow, the horses got frightened and 
started running and my dad had all he could do to hold on to them...to 
keep them from going over the fields or something, but they really were in 
a panic. And it took him quite awhile. Well, anyway, when we came to 
this hump, when we hit it, we sure knew it, because it threw us all over 
the darn place. I almost got thrown out of the buggy, but there was a 
little rod holding...that held the top of the thing together, you know, the 
buggy part. And by hanging on to that, I was still in the buggy. And the 
reason I know it was the 4th of July, simply because my sister was born the 
next day. That wild ride and everything else must have scared my mother 
because, I think that evening she went in, had to go to the hospital.* 


Well, soon after...I don't remember...as far as time goes...but they 
brought the church to 12th & Madison. And from then on we had to go to 
Romanian school whether we liked it or not. I don't know who the priest 
was, but he didn't make a big impression on us. We learned the one or two 
words....or learned how to read because we had little books there. We were 
supposed to write, but there was no big impression, because, like I said, 
none of us, I believe, were anxious to be Romanian. We were all wanting to 
be Americans...get away from this foreign..bit. Al] of in school had 
enough of that. 


There were all kind of nationalities in this particular area. There were 
more Romanians on our particular block...one or two blocks, but we had 
Serbians and Hungarians and Polish and, you name it, I think we had them 
all. I remember there was a Bulgarian fellow that had a produce company. 

I think his name was Cuzma. 'cause he was down a couple blocks from us. 

And I was friendly with the son, and the old man would get out there with 

a long rope and run his horse around him in circles. And we'd go out there 
and sometimes he'd let us run the horse around. We'd stand in the middle 
of the circle, and .the rope must have been about....oh, maybe even a hundred 
yards long...-most of the time it was dragging on the ground. But anyhow, 
the horse would run in circles and that was a big thrill to us. 

we'd even go down to the blacksmith shop down there and watch the guy... 
some place on 12th & Washington or 11th & Washington...where he'd shoe 
horses and stuff....and pound iron....we watched all that. 


* Most likely, a midwife came to the house for the birth. 
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J —-—-Come to think of it, close to the blacksmith shop there was a hall called 
Turner Hall where the Romanians used to have their weddings and other affairs. 
Becasse at that time they didn't have a hall of their own. I remember we'd go 
to dances and so on, and the whole family would go. This particular hall had 
a balcony up there where the little kids were put to sleep ‘cause I remember 
having to go up there and watch them so nothing would happen to them. But 
I'd look over the railing to see what was going on down on the dance floor, 


you know. 
Pp ---You had to watch your sister then. 
J ---Sisters and brother. Because my little brother George was...brother George 


was my pet peeve. because it got to a point where, any time i went to 
school or any otner place, weorge was invited to go along wnetner i wartea 
him or not. Mama says, ‘‘iake him,"* and tnat's it. And George, he was a 
good soul. No matter what I said or done, he was on my side...period. Even 
when I got into trouble, all I had to do was tell him, "Say crisscross my 
heart and you won't...."' And he wouldn't tell...no matter what they did to 
him. 
a 

---In my view, at that time, being small, it seemed to me enormous crowds, you 

know. It might have been a hundred or more people. 


P ---There was always something goingon at that hall? 

J ---Well, as far as Romanian affairs. Cause others, I don't know. 

P ---Did you go to other...a lot of them? 

J ---As far as I remember..there was wlways something going on. See, both of 


my parents were very active in church. “Cause I remember my mother sewing 
those green "'drapele'' 


P ---''Prapuri'' (Banners) 


J —--...0Or prapuri, whatever they called them....you know, with the saint's 
picture in the middle and those tassels....for a long time she was working 
on some of those. Because they were pretty good church members, and I don't 
think anything happened in the line of Romanian activites that they didn't 
go to....from funerals to ....whatever.... 


P --—-Do you remember the funerals? 


J ---The first funeral I remember....my.....Taus....my father's sister...she 
died. That's the first funeral...and probably the@ly funeral I remember. 
That was at the church on 12th & Madison. That's the first funeral I can 
recall. And how the little kids stayed with us, for the longest time, 
until they were placed in the orphanage in Mishawaka. 


Also I remember my cousin Meiu with us there for a long time, when my aunt 
got burned. She was burned pretty ,...pretty near completely. And for 
months and months...she was....and my mother would go every day to clean 
the wounds and change the....after the hospital, you know. (after she 
came home from the hospital, she needed dressings changed daily). So, the 
kids stayed with us all that time. (The three Taus children). 


wale 
JOHN MAILATH JR Page 6 


J ---Well, of course, we went to school and church and whatever, as a group 
anyway. My mother had a hard life. Caring for all these kids on 
different eceasions. Taking care of her sister. And she had a brood 
of her own on top of everything. And in those days, we didn't have : the 
conveniences. We had coal stoves. We had to bring in coal, take out the 
ashes, and that kind of stuff. And no washing machines and dryers, and 
things like that. So, it was kind of rough go for them compared to today. 


About this time, the war talk in Europe started up. And my dad, for 

some reason or other, went and bought a farm on Ridge Road. Now this had to 
be in 1917, something like that. “Cause we lived on the farm a little over 
a year, if I remember correctly. 


P ---Did he keep up the beer business during that time? 

J ---At that time, no. 

Pp ---Or the job in the mill? 

J ---Well, the job in the mill, he gave that up and went into the beer business. 


completely. And evidently he did all right because he had these two 
buildings and ..... Well, anyhow, I know we went to the farm and we started 
being truck farmers, raising onions, and radishes and things like that. 
"Cause I remember we'd go out there and the whole family would weed. Well, 
within a couple yards from the barn, that's as far as we ever got....the 
whole bunch of us. I don't know how my dad ever managed because market 

days were Thursdays and Saturdays, I think, or something like that. But 
anyhow we had two market days, I think, and the evening before that, he'd 
load the truck up....the wagon....sometimes he'd use the wagon and honse, 
sometimes we had an old truck. We'd load those up. Next morning he and I'd 


| go early. 

. 

| P ---Oh, you went with him. 

| J ---Oh, yeah, well, I was a big boss. I was all big mouth and do nothing. 


| And we'd go to the market and there about noon or thereabouts,whatever we 

| had left, we'd go down to grocery stores and sell it...and then come home. 
| And for awhile that was fun, but after awhile that got tedious, you know. 

| But none of us liked to be bitten by mosquitos and work. We had more fun 

| playing than anything else. 


Well, the farm, I think...in 191&, somepiace..about the time the war gave 
out, we came back jn town. it had to be in the fall because when we 
finished with whatever we were doing out there, we came back in town. 
About that time, the boy Scouts....it was after the war, when the soy 
scouts got a..from the Defense Ministry or War Department or whatever... 
we got some circulars to help them register the veterans. Because for 
some reason, they let out the soldiers without knowing who, what, and 
why. Because they gave us a lot of....a questionnaire to go around to 
all the coffee houses and saloons and places where men gather and ask 
people .... 


"Were you a soldier?" 
WWYes,! 


Then we'd write down what outfit, and where he served and how long he 
served and where he was discharged from and so on, you know. 
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J —--Well, imagine little boys going around. Oh, we were awful darn important. 

P ---You mean, the young Boy Scouts did this? 

J ---Yes, because I was one of them and I was one of the newer scouts. 

Pp -—-How old were you then? 

af ---Guess. I don't know.....twelve, thirteen, or something like that...whatever. 
But, we were sure puffed up. In the Greek coffee houses, especially, they 
tried to make fun, and I was so well organized that I'd tell them to shut up. 
This was government business, you know. You're not going to fool around with 
me. You know, that kind of stuff. 

P ---How many would you say you registered? 

J ---Holy mackerel, I don't know. But there for a few days or weeks or something 
Iwas the most important guy, in my estimation, because I was doing 
government business. 

Pp --—-Then you registered quite a few people. 

J ---Yeah. And I was an eager beaver. 

Pp -—-And the men were cooperative? 

J -—-Well, they had to be because I told them they had to; this was government, 
gee whiz. 

P ---What kind? 

J ---Near beer...Prima and so on. That was near beer. See, they made regular 
beer and had to take the alcohol out. But I think Al Capone owned all the 
breweries in Chicago. ' 

P ---But that was after Prohibition came in, but before that? 

J ---Well, we sold regular beer from....the one I remember...the United States 
Brewing Company. They had(their place)on Washington Street by the tracks.. 
you know, about 10th & Washington that's where they had a warehouse. And 
beer would come in there, and we'd pull up with our wagon, load it on there, 

and go about our business. 

P ---Then after Prohibition he sold near beer. 

J ---When Prohibition came, now I don't know if we were here then .... 

P -—-Prohibition was around 1920. 

J ---Because about in 1920, in the warm months, we went to Europe. My dad and 
motner decided that we should learn Romanian, among other things. And so 
they took us over. And that was quite a journey. Six little kids.....the 
smallest one, Danny, in arms. 

P 
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J ---Baby...you know, had to be carried. And we had more luggage and 
"merinde'' (food) than you could shake a stick at. We were well provided. 


Pp ---You sold everything here? 


J ---My dad sold everything, yes, the buildings and everything else, and we 
went on.....now, I don't.....but I think it was "President Harding," the 
name of the boat we went on. We went second class. Going....we landed 
in France; from then on I think we took the southern part...... There's 
two ways, I believe, you can come from France into Romania, the northern 
route and the southern route. The southern route, you come through 
Jugoslavia, Italy, and so on.....up through there. Anyhow, I know.... 
coming there in Modeste (?)....that's on the border..Italian border.... 
that's where my father was robbed....pickpockets.... They took his 
money, passport and everything else. And we sure had a heck of a time 
from then on. Because we ended up in Trieste, that's a seaport on the 
Italiane. cs 


And I believe we stayed about fourteen days in the station there..... 
living in the station. See, the first night we got there, I don't know 
how the story came about, from Modeste we got to Trieste....it was the 
tail end of that particular part of the railroad journey. From Trieste 
you took on another (train). Well, anyhow, at Modesta, we had some 
trouble there because...witn the guards ana everytning else, you Know, him 
tryingeto ee. 


P ---ihat's where ne tost nis money ana passports? 


J —--Yes. 30, wnile ne was getting papers aia everytniing eise, we stayeu in 
Irieste. well, tne first ight wnen we gor tnere, we went to a FOOW;INY 
Mouse, awa as soon as we settled in, turned off the lights, the bedbugs 
came after us. And, they turned on the light...and you'd swear the walls 
were polka dotted. And the baby was crying....we were all scratching. 
ANd mama got us out of bed...real quick and shook off everything off of 
us and away we went. It was dout two o'clock in the morning when we 
headed for the station. She wasn't going to finish the night in there 
under any circumstances. 


So we stayed in Trieste, in the station. And we bought...they bought stuff 
we had to eat from grocery stores, something, you know, and so on. And 
all of our luggage was piled there and kids on top of it. And we'd 
play around there, watch the soldiers, and everything else. Because the 
trains were coming in, loaded with people, not only in the train but on 
top of the trains. And there were more people living in that station 
than you could shake a stick at. It seemed like a permanent colony. 

And as soon as one moved out, somebody else was in there....ready... 
see, it was squatter's rights already. 


straight to Feldiora. And there my grandmother lived out of town.... 
down..a few miles out of town. So when we got to the station, we.... 
there was a guy with a wagon there, and he (dad) hired and it took us 
there. Well, we stayed there a few days, my parents rather, stayed a 
few days and fhen they took off to Buchurest and they left us kids at 
the farm. "©''* Within a short while they found a place in Buchurest 
where we....to take us so we went. 


| 
| Well, eventually, we got to Buchurest.....no, not to Buchurest. We went 


- 
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---Therefore, we went to school (in Romania). Now, George and I were 
required to start from beginning. We weren't given any credits whatsoever 
for our education-here. 

—--From the United States. 


-—--Right. So, in my case I remember the first year, I took....one to 
four...primary. And the second year, one to three. 


---What do you mean, one to four and one to three? 

---The first four grades..... 

---You took one year. 

——--e+e-iM one year. 

---Then the next was.... 

---Then it comes in "secundara" e+eeone, two, three and four. 

---Secondary school. 

---Yeah. One in the secondary. The second year I took the other...you know. 
(The first year, he completed primary school which consisted of four 

years otherwise. The second year he completed three of the four years 
required in the "liceu'' or secondary school). 

And then it would have been that the third year I'd be in "Clasa Patra 
de Liceu'' (Class four in "Liceu'')...and I never made it because, by that 
time, my dad and the whole family I guess...wanted to come back, and my 
dad came back to the United States in 1923. 
And as soon as he left, I started throwing my weight around. I didn't 
want to go to school anymore and this and that. And I threatened my 
mother 1 was going to run away and join the foreign...Frencn Foreign Legion. 
Well, that‘s wnen i found out 1 was not an American citizen. Since we 
nad lett (the United states) tney had established immigration quotas 
for foreigners to come into the United States. 
Now tne wnole famiiy had no problem. But 1 was a propiem because 1 was 
born over there ang I never became an American citizen....legally, or 
somehow. And my dad came over, we still had the farm out there on Ridge 
Road. So he came over and sold that and made the arrangements where the 
rest of the family could come over. But they wouldn't let me come. 


So, under pressure, my mother let me go to Mexico. And my aunt, Polly, 
had to come with me. 


——-Well, she wasn't an American citizen? 
--—-Who? 

—--Polly. (Paulina Nan) 

---No. 


--—-She had never been in the United States. 


~ 
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J ---No, she hadn't ever been. 

P ---But she was coming under the quota system. 

J ---No. To Mexico. 

P ---Oh, she was just going to Mexico. 

J ---Yeah, with me, and from there on to make arrangements to come here, to the 


United States. Well, we went to Mexico...on...I'd say steerage on the boat. 
Well, by today's standards even cattle are treated better than that. 
Because we went through the Mediterranean, and .... 


P ---How long was that trip? 

J ---About fourteen, fifteen days, something like that. It was a long trip. 

P --—-Where did you sleep? 

J ——-0On hammocks.....all in one big pool down there....where the cargo space was. 
P ---Were there alot of people in steerage? 

J ---It was packed full.....packed full.....man, woman, child, everything. 

P ---Was it hot? 

J ---Well, naturally. And dirty. For toilets they had trenches along .... 


concrete trenches where you squatted....men one side, women the other side. 
And the sea water would be flushing the goodies down.... 


P -——-Out to sea. 


J ---And to take a shower, you had salt water only. And I made the mistake once 
++-the first time....I took a shower and I soaked my head....hair with soap 
-+-and sea water won't dissolve that doggone soap. I had a hard time until 
I got some fresh water to rinse it. And from then on I started loosing 
hair in bunches. Wy, I don't know. 


Well, anyway, it was a sight to see the people from the Near East. How 
the women get out there with butter and smear themselves...they were dark 
to start with....and they'd put so much butter on them and get up on the 
sun deck amd toast themselves every which way. And butter or olive oil 
or whatever it was flowing on them. 


P ——-They wanted to get a suntan? 


J ---I don't know what they were doing. Ordinarily, I'd say that people doing 
that want sun. Because when you see these beaches where girls put stuff 
on them and sit in the sun, it's for the sun tan. But these beauties were 
all dark to start with. They didn't need suntan.... 


I think that's the first time I saw people combing lice out of their hair. 
sit out there and comb it, pick at it..... Of course, I saw plenty of 

| lice later on in Mexico where it was.... You ever see the monkeys when 
they sit in a tree...one will be grooming the other? That's the way 
you'd see people. 


oil 
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J ---But anyhow, we got to Mexico at Vera Cruz. My first....the boat pulled 
up..it was early in the morning. And my first view of Mexico...at the 
far end of the pier was a tavern. There were two horses tied in front 
of this cantina, this tavern. And the horses were saddled with rifles, 
and that big machete that they had hanging from the saddle. And these two 
people sitting there, big hats and serapes on them.... just hunched over... 
you know, the typical stereotyped thing about .... 


And that time, I wondered..."What the devil? It can't be that way?" 

Well, anyhow, we went into town and civilization appeared right away. 
Evidently, these were ranch hands, cowboys, you know, out for the afternoon, 
taking their siesta. 


We stayed that night in Vera Cruz...it was hot as all blazes..until we got 

a train to get to Mexico City. So we went to Mexico City, I think 

we arrived in the morning. We registered at a hotel and started walking 

around. Well, my aunt, being a foreigner, found a job right off the bat... 

as a maid. She couldn't speak one word of Spanish anymore than I could. 

So she went to live-in work...a maid. So I bummed the streets...here and there, 
half-heartedly looking for work and half not. 1 fell in with a bunch of 
American and English engineers. But a couple,wt h them was enough for me 
because I couldn't stand the....They had incomes, i had none. 


20, 1 looked around. And iy aunt got around and found me a bDoaraing nouse, 
movea ive Out of tne notei into a poaraing nouse. Evidently it was a lot 
cheaper. And money wasn't...and she wasn't making enough to support me 


anyhow. 
P ---How old were you? 
J ---About seventeen...thereabouts. Well, within a few weeks, I found a job in 


a candy store....A greek....American-Greek had a candy store. This was in 
the downtown section. Although I couldn't speak a word of Spanish, he 
hired me. The place was full of girls...there were seven girls working 
there. I was the only guy. And they showed me how to work that candy 
machine that's in the window, that makes that taffy kisses, candy kisses, 
and how to run a soda fountain. And the girls in the place started 
teaching me Spanish. They were young, I was young. So, we hit it off. 

And they corrected me constantly. I learned Spanish pretty good with them. 


Well, that went on for quite awhile, just how long I don't remember. And 

| I made some goofs and so on. I wonder why the Greek didn't fire me. 

| He realized I was stupid ....-it wasn't bad intentions..,.I was plain 

| stupid...because I nearly wrecked his store a couple of times. Well, 
anyhow, in that....I don't remember what the wages were that I was getting. 
But I was saving my money. And with....I got a little help from home. 
You know, they sent me "'Care'' (care package) money. I got the bright 
idea of buying a taxicab. Because to me, they were making awful big 
money. 


And I came across an old, beat-up Ford...an old vintage...'26..'24... 
something, I don't remember. Anyhow, it didn't have sides, you know, the 
folding top...with curtains on the side with formica type that you rolled 
up in case of rain. And the windshield wiper...you had to use by hand. 


P ——-That was old. 
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J ---I found a driver to drive it in the daytime for three pesos a day, 
twelve hours. Whatever he made,he kept but he gave me three pesos. on it. 
And I found another guy to take it at night, on the same conditions. 
Well, hell, that was easy money . 


P ---You could live on that kind of money? 


J -—--At that time, I could. And see, I hadn't run into any car trouble or 
expenses. If there was any car trouble, all I needed was to buy the part. 
Because the drivers were supposedly mechanics. If you were a chauffeur 
in Mexico, you had to know something about mechanics. Because garages and 
service stations were far between. And they didn't want any gentleman getting 
in the car and you were stopping someplace, and don't know what to do. 


I remember a couple of years later, when was it, in '27..!26 or '27. 

I went for my chauffeur's license. I had to go through a mechanical 
test....physical. They'd do something to a motor and you had to find out 
what it was. Now cars were a whole lot simpler in those days than they 
are now. I could take a rear end off of a car in one afternoon, takezit 
apart, fix it and put it back in, in the same afternoon. Not that I was 
any whizz, but a screwdriver and a pair of pliers and a bale of wire or 
something as the saying goes, just about done it if you looked (for the 
problem). 


Our wheels....well, you had flat tires constantly. Well, you didn't have 
removable wheels. You had to fix the tire on the wheel, and patch it 
right there, wherever you were. So, as soon as I got enough money, I 

went and bought a brand new 1927 car. And these two drivers that I had 
originally on this old one, I put them on the new car because they were 
good boys. And I upped the day rate from |. four and the night rate to 
three. But they had to alternate. One worked one week days and the other 
one nights, you know, to break even. Because I wanted to keep both of 
them. 


Well, with the newer car, business was better. And the old car was 
working too. It wasn't long until I bought another one. In the meantime, 
from the candy shop, I went to work to a newstand....oh, about four, five 
stores down the street in the middle of the block. It was a long building. 
In the back was a pool hall, a big one. And in front was a newstand, 
cigarettes, candy, things like that. And the owner nere was an Italian. 

| And he wanted me to work the four to twelve shift...which was fine with me. 

| 1 worked for him there, and my cars would report to me..in tne morning 

and in tne evening. 


| I ended up with nine taxis and I wasn't working either. I started riding 
| around....(in the) cabs....to keep them company and see how things were. 
And, about that time, these revolutions were getting a little bit out of 
hand out there. On a couple of occasions my driver....in the meantime, 
I went and bought...rented a big corral on the outskirts of town. All the 
cars could come in ....it used to be a cattle barn of-some kind....open... 
with a shed all around it, and the cars could pull in there real nice. 


On a couple occasions, the cars came flying off the street because 

the federal army was picking up every car and individual they came across. 
You know, they'd throw a cordon around some part of town and every indi- 
vidual that was in there....that was walking...was loaded into the army 
and cars and trucks were taken, buses, whatever, to go to the front. 


. till 
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J ---But as it happened, all mine got away. As soon as they got in, we'd 
disable each car. And the drivers would take off so they wouldn't be 
found. Because nobody was anxious to go into the revolutions for or 
against the government. 


You know, coming in, we'd disable the cars so they wouldn't be picked up 

in case they came after them. Well, when the cars were brought back that 
were picked up, usually they were wrecks. And they were dumped in some 

lot and you had to go and pick your own, and that was your good luck or bad 
luck, depending on the condition, if it was there. So, it didn't set too 
good with me. 


Anyhow, about that time, cars began disappearing. Now, you could steal a 
whole car and dismember it.....except the engine. The engine was always 
found. Because parts were very expensive and hard to come by. And the 
police would stop cars. No car could leave the city without being inspected, 
and the motor checked. Well, every time you went to a theater, railroad 
station, any public place...the police would come and ask for your driver's 
license, your car papers, and check it. Because cars were disappearing. 


And they had good reason too. Because, about the same time, drivers were 
being killed. At night especially. And people were hard to come by.... 
drivers to drive at night anymore. And even in the daytime...they were 
getting leary about it. So, I'd double up with a driver occasionally 

to go out at night. 


These things were getting pretty bad out there. One day; the 2éps call me 
to come and pick up a car of mine. I go down to the police station. My= 

car was there, and, I want to know about the drivers. Well, they're dead. 
Because the two guys went out and robbed a woman, killed her. 


P --—-—The drivers? 


J ---My drivers. Two of my best boys...robbed an old woman...she was a .... 
a madame. But they robbed her and the police caught them, and as soon as 
they confessed, they were taken out on a highway and told to run and the 
police shot them, as soon as they had their confession. Because the 
Mexican law says...it has a le fuga....you run, you get killed, period. 


So that kind of discouraged the whole thing a little bit. I sold a couple 
of cars then. Then my cars started disappearing. I'd find bits and pieces. 
And I got down to where I had only one car, and I was doing all the driving. 
Like one afternoon, I picked up four individuals that want to go to a small 
village, quite a distance out of town. And they were pretty high to start 
with. We're going down the road. When we got in view of the village, one 
of those guys pulls a gun and put it to my head. He's going to blow my 
brains out and everything else. Now, I didn't have any brains, to tell 

the truth. Because 1 stopped the car and told the guy that if he qian't 
take tnat dam thing awa put it away, I was going to ram it down his throat. 
Well, that shocked the whole bunch of them. So he put it away and they 
started laughing. And I made them pay. I don't know how I got away with 

it but I did. So from then on I was a little more careful about these 

long distance things. 
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J ---And mama decides to come over and see what the hell I was doing. out there 
because....sure, I went to the American Consul every...maybe every other 
year or something like that...because...all this...that was seven years. 
Mama came finally to find out what the score was. She saw how things were. 
"Nu, dragul mamei'' (Dear boy)....come home. Go to the Consul, do whatever. 
Okay, ma. 


Because....I wasn't flush anymore and I liked that feeling of a lot of money, 
the way I used to have it. But this working constantly just to ..... 

So, she and Polly left. Polly quit her job wherever it was, and they got 

on a train and came home. 


So I sold my car, got all my things together. I had a....a little bitty 
suitcase....a little briefcase...All my belongings in that.....and I took 
off for the border. I went to Laredo..on up, and I didn't like this place, 
I didn't like the other one. Well, at Ciudad Juarez is where I stopped. I 
stayed a couple of days there, watched the border, saw how it worked. 


Then, one night, I pretended I was drunk and came over. 
---Why didn't you come the regular way? 


——-Couldn't get a visa. Wait your turn, wait your turn. Might be two years, 
maybe more. 


--—-That's what they'd been telling you all along? 


--—-All along. So many other people ahead of me. Well, anyway I came in. I 
had a little incident between there and Hammond, Indiana. Came to Gary , 
loafed for a week or two and then went to work as a pop man. George gave 
me a truck, I got a few cases of pop, and went out on my own. Well, my 
first customer....I worked every day all (week)..from one place....there 
was a Depression. And business wasn't any too damn good anyplace. I 
finally sold one case of pop....in that one week. Second week, I hit on a 
Mexican that was having a baptism. He bought five cases of pop, Now, 
imagine, a 500% increase in two weeks. I was hitting the top of the world. 


Well, then anyhow, from then on slowly I built up a route. In a couple of 
years, I had the Central District sewed up. There wasn't anybody's bottle 
of pop found between 19th Avenue and 9th, Broadway to Madison. You had a 
hard time finding any other brand of pop except mine. And the beer... 
because I got in with all the bootleggers, all the low life people, and I 
wouldn't talk, I wouldn't mention anything...I was dumb. If you asked me 
about the other guy or anything....''I don't know." 


So, anyway, I was doing pretty good for a change. Then the immigration 
people came in on the deal, and they invited me to go back to where I came 
from. Well, my big decision was...go back to Mexico or go to Europe. 

Well, since I had more fun in Europe...I forgot that I never had to do any- 
thing but have a good time in Europe where in Mexico, the last year or so, 
it was more like work. So I decided...I went back to Europe. 


When I got back to Romania, I went to Buchurest, my dad had a building there yet. 
So, I moved in over my relatives...started taking in the rents. I was the 

boss now. But one evening,...I was trying to be a playboy. When I got 

home, one of my tenants said, ''Hey, two guys were looking for you, and I 

think they were police." 


"Yeah? Why?! 


i 
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J ---(Tenant answers) ''I don't know." 


So, going around (socially), I had a doctor, a cousin....doctor...a 
captain in the army. And he says something about.."have you ever 
registered for the draft here?" 


"No, how could I?7!! 


So he went, inquired, and that's why they were looking for me because I 
didn't show up for the army when I was twenty-one.....when I was supposed to. 
So we went to the Cercul de Recrutare (Recruitment Office) in Buchurest. 

And those boys were all eager beaver to put me in jail right then and 

there. But my cousin asked custody of me to take me to Brasov, which 

was my Cercul de Recrutare, you know, my induction center. * 


And we went there. It was a Saturday, I believe. Anyhow, they told me 
that 1 would nave to go to the 4Ist Battalion Artillery out there in 
Brasov. That's where I was going to be assigned. Because for some. 
reason or other, they wanted to send me to the "'Graniceri'' (Border patrol) 
or Marina (Navy) where it's a four-year stretch. But I think my cousin 
kind of talked around..that I'm a good boy and this and that, or whatever. 
Anyhow, I was assigned to this. 


I showed up at the regiment on Sunday morning. Well, the guys at the gate, 
the officer of the day there, was just about as bright as all get-out. 
"Fine, put him in jail."' Right by the gate. So they stuck me in there. 
Well, at noon they have a change of guard every day, and this particular 
Sunday noon, I watched the change of guard. And there was a tall, lanky 
second lieutenant ....big mouth...hollering and screaming. He grabbed 

one of the sergeants.....new sergeants that came up with the change, and 
shook him around a little bit and everything else. And I wondered what 
kind of purgatory I got myself into this time? 


And while that was going on, the guy looked up and he saw me in there. 
See, he hadn't come in to check the records or anything yet. 


"Who are you and what are you doing in there?" 


I told him. I don't know what I'm doing in there. I'm an American.... 
So he came in there, looked at the book or what...papers...and he got me 
out of there. And he called that sergeant that he was pounding on the 
head for being slow. It turned out they were just playing, because 

that was his own sergeant from his own platoon. He tells the sergeant to 
take me to the guaxdkauxe barracks and for me to get comfortable there 
until Monday morning when I'd be turned over to the office. Well, that 


sounded great to me. 'Cause that afternoon I stayed out there and 
| watched the soldiers, you know, Sunday afternoon....all very quiet. 


So Monday morning, nine o'clock, they took me over to the office. Anda 
lieutenant colonel over there heard what was happening so he called me in. 
He asked me questions, and evidently he took a liking to me because 

that guy saved my neck all through my military .....(training). 

The troops, by that time, were just about through with all their basic 
tcaining and everything else...they were seasonsed already. And here, 

I didn‘t know right from left. 


JOHN MAILATH JR Page 16 


J ---The very first...in the first week, there was a general assembly 
of all the regiment. And my battalion was someplace....oh, not...toward 
the end of the line. And when the guy...the sergeants hollered Attention 
or something, somehow or other I made a movement because the captain, from 
wherever he was, he...who.... 


P --—-He saw you and wanted to know who it was. 


J ---He saw some movement in the second line because these guys put me way back 
there so I won't be noticed. But he noticed it, and he was going to skin 
me alive until my sergeant explained to him. Well, anyhow, the guy was 
foaming at the mouth.....take me out of there. I wasn't going to mess up 
his beautiful squadron, battalion and regiment...and I had tbe sergeant 
take me behind the barn and teach me right, left, right, right turn, you know. 
The poor guy worked with me all morning down there until time to quit. 
And then I was sent back to my own regiment. 


The battalion itself was having its own formation within the next day or 
so. I still didn't know how to sling a gun....and this lieutenant colonel 
saw me down there. When they broke up the troaps, (liet.-col. said), "Hey, 
American, come over here." 


Well, I walked like a plodding cow. I didn't know the routine. 8B cause, 
see, when an officer calls you, or any superior, you go on the double and 
within three paces of him, you go into that goose step and salute him. 

I walked......(regular pace). All the officers (who were around there), 
you know, their mouths fell open (when they saw me walk that way). 

What kind of a joke is this? (Officers were amazed as such liberties by 
a private). 


And he (Lieut-Col) puts his arm around me and asks me how I'm doing. 

I told him, "All right, I guess.'' He tells me that if I have any problems, 
| come and see him. Ihen ne dismisses te. Well, normality, you make a right 
turn, go off three paces and then start running. I turned my back on him 
| and walked. And I walked up to my barracks there...I didn't get to the 
| door....there's two young second looeys (lieutenants) up there, after me. 


"Who are you? You related to the (Lieut-Col)?" 


They wanted to know all about me...(why L-C was so friendly). I didn't 
know nothing about it. Well, that little incident....now you know, the 
Romanian army, although regulations say one thing...they have a different 
system. And it could be pretty damn (rough). Well, nobody took advantage 
of the fact, you know, because I was the newest one in the whole thing, 
and they could all do things, because even a private that's one day older 
than you has authority over you, see, seniority rights. 


Well, anyhow, my master sergeawt, the "plutonier'', was the doggonest 

conniving individual you ever saw. Well, anyhow, I made arrangements to 

board with him instead of the barracks. As soon as they gave me permission 
to leave the barracks, I boarded with him. And as it happened, my platoon 

sergeant was living there too. The ''plutonier"' had us two as boarders.... 

side money. Of course, he took all the money from all of us anyhow. 

When payday came, we just signed. He got it all.....the thieve-inest 

one you ever saw but a likeable one. 


all 
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---Well, as things were going on...my captain was interested in me....my 


lieutenant was very interested in me for some reason or other, and my 
major Kept an eye on me...everypody. And i wonderea why all the attention, 
Bui i did my duty and everytning else. 


At tirst, I didn't want any kind ot commission. I didn‘t want to be a tirst 
Class private. I didn't want anything. So anyhow, these people were.... 

I did my duty, and they convinced me I better go for that promotion whether 
I wanted to or not. So, I made first class "'fruntas" - first class private, 
corporal, then I made sergeant. f 


As a sergeant I was doing well because by this time the new recruits came in, 
And any time they had a demonstration, they'd wheel me in..until the General 
told them to cut me out. (Whenever there was a parade or review, he was used, 
sometimes replacing someone else, and the General noticed he was in all the 
parades.) 


From then on I had nothing to do. But in the meantime, I was called one 
day and told to dress up and present myself at a certain office. 


"What's up?" 
"You're being court-martial led." 
“Huh?! 


Well, it was a rigged thing. My major was the President of the Board... 
of the Court-Martial. My captain was my Prosecutor. My lieutenant was my 
defense lawyer. The whole thing was a set-up, you know, but they had to 
go through the motions. And they read some things out there, and asked me 
a couple questions.... 


=--Why were you being court-martial led? 


--—-That's what I wanted to know. When it was all over = "You're acquitted." 


Then I asked, ''What was all this about?" 


Well, the lieutenant explained to me. When I was twenty-one, I was supposed 
to be inducted. Since I didn't show up, i was automatically....a fugitive. 
The fact that I was in Mexico at the time....I should have gone to the 
Romanian Consulate and present myself for military service because it's 
required. But there's no Romanian Consulate there. 


"That's why we got you off because the French Consulate takes care of 
Romanian affairs, but you didn't now that," (explained the lieutenant). 
"And yet you returned and presented yourself, so we acquitted you. You 
sorry about it?" 

'INo.!! 

"And if we didn't, do you know you'd got twenty years of hard labor?" 


I says,"'No, I didn't. Now you tell me?" 


Well, anyhow, from then on my life in the military was mostly courier 
and so on....the life of Riley. 
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---How long did you stay in Europe? 


---So, I got out after two years and a few momths (in the army). I went back 
to Buchurest and didn't do a darn thing. I went to the American Consul.... 
In the meantime, out here....because the Immigration Department decided to 
help me...they got a....my congressman and our mayor down here (Mayor 
Johnson) and all the rest of them....and they finally gave me a visa of 
some sort....special....out of the quota, to come in. 


---To come to the United States. 


---So, when the Romanian government gave me a passport, they gave me one for 
undesirables. Because at that time, the Jews....you know..all the riots 
were were having.... 


---Well, that was fixing for the...World War II then. Things in Europe were... 


---Things before that. Hitler was coming into power at that time. So, when 
I got to the Romanian Hungarian border on my way home, at the border, the 
guard warned me that if I step over, I cannot come back....because I'm 
not a Romanian. I wanted to know why...what have I done in the Romanian 
army? (Why did I spend time in the Romanian army if I'm not a Romanian?) 


He says, ''Take that up with the War Department, but don't try to come 
back. If you leave now, you're gone.'! 


Well, I'm gone. So I went. Incidentally, the Normandie was being launched. 
I came on it, on its maiden voyage to New York. 


---That was in 19...35? And what port was it...did it leave from? 


m--++-'35. Now wait a minute....whether it was Le Havre or Cherbourg, I'm 
not sertain because I went through those ports so many times, I don't know. 
But when we arrived in New York, they made a big thing of it, you know, 
the fireboats and sirens and other boats running up and down.... Anyhow, 

I landed in New YOrk....I was penniless. But I had enough sense to go to 
a Western Union office and cable...wire home for money. As soon as I got 
it, I came back to Gary. 


I came back to Gary and went back in the pop business. That was in '35. 
+eeeand started rebuilding (my pop route). And in 1939 I bought...wait, 
in 1937 I got married, and we bought a house which we used as a down 
payment for the shop, because I bought the place in 1939. And since then 
I've been a pop man....with the ups and downs. 


Well, in buying that shop....I bought it....it was July Ist. As soon as I 
bought | ee 


---Where was it located? 


-—--620 E. 19th Avenue. It was a little back garage there, but a lot of 
trucks were being serviced out of it. As soon as I bought it, every 
driver walked off. The @wner had died and the widow was running the 
place for about a year or so, and they (the other drivers) were figuring 
on buying it, and that was something I didn't know. As soon as I bought 
it, they let me know in no uncertain terms that I spoiled a good deal 
for them. 
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ni ---Well, anyhow, the only thing I knew about pop vas to open it and drink 

it. So I got in there....we had a little stock left, but since most of 
the trucks took off....all the drivers....I was left with only one truck. 
So the problem was there....to make enough stuff there and how to do it. 


Asking around...and doing.....We had a Shields hand fed machine, two—headed 
-»emade 75 cases an hour....where you fed a bottle at a time and it was... 
one hand on one side, one hand on the other side..which was quite a trick. 
It took a long while to master that one. Well, anyhow, between salesman 
and different people, I learned how to make pop. And if I do say so, I 

did make a damn good pop. 


Pp ---You made what kind of pop? 


J -—--All tlavors...every tlavor imaginable and some you didn't imagine. 
Iron prew, banana, pineapple ana stuff like that....every new pop..... 
even coffee. We struggled along....I was rebuilding....and war broke out. 
So gain I had a driver problem, because the young fellows were either 
being drafted or going to defense jobs. ANd things were getting hairy 
so I went on the truck again and did the best I could.....until I got a 
notice from the draft board. 


When the draft first started, I was classified 4+F, which, of course, I 
didn't particularly care for, but I didn't object either. These people 
told me that if I take a defense job, I could stay. Well, it seemed 
curious to me that U.S. Steel was a company....East Side Bottling Company 
was a company...why close me? Well, the man wanted to know..... 

I says, ''No, I'm not going to close this. If Uncle Sam wants me, he 

can have me." 


Ten days later I was gone. 


P -—--But you were 4-F. 

J ---Well, they un-4-f'd me pretty damn quick and they made a 1-A out of me. 
So I went down to Indianapolis .....and I was sworn in. 

P -—-Into what branch of the service? 

J O--Just sworn into the service. They didn't pick a branch for me yet. And 


I was supposed to come home and get my things ready and they'd call :me 
when to show up. On the way home on the bus, President Roosevelt 
announced that people over thirty-six years of age will not henceforth 
be inducted. I was over thirty-six. 


But sure enough within ....less than ten days, I was called...told to 

go to Ft. Benjamin Harrison. I went there. That's where they processed 
me. Well, the Navy wanted me awful bad....they gave me a sales talk about 
gunnery and this and the other thing. (But ended up in the Army branch). 
I was inducted and sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. After basic training, 

I became an MP for the duration, came back, discharged, and started 

East Side Bottling Company again. But this time, before I opened up, 

I found another place at 1524 Connecticut where I consolidated all my 
warehouses and since then, I've been doing the same thing...until 1970 
when I closed down the bottling plant. And since then, I've been semi- 
retired....selling canned pop.....and that's the end. 
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Miscellaneous information 
Se ———————— 


While serving with the U.S. Army at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma — he received 
his U.S. citizenship papers. He had applied for the first papers, but the 
required waiting time was not up yet. The U.S. Government started issuing 
citizenship papers to men in the armed forces who were aliens but serving 
this country. One day about fifteen or twenty such aliens at this particular 
post were asked to report to a certain place and they were issued the papers. 
Each had been questioned previously if he wanted to become a U.S. citizen. 


It was the first of several groups at this post to be sworn in. 


FAMILY 


Married to Pearl Vurva in January 1937. There were four children 
born. 


Eileen - graduate of Indiana State, Terre Haute 


Presently employed as speech therapist in Indianapolis School System 


Barbara -— graduate of Purdue University -— married, now Mrs. V. Hundt 


Employed in Data Systems for Sears (Chicago) 


Aurel George - graduate of Purdue University in Business management — married 


Working as supervisor, Quality Control, Continental Can Co. 
La Lrosse, Wisecoiistii 


non Charles — Student at Purgue Universircy — Electronics 
Preseucily employea at intana steel 


Pearl Mailath Interview Date October 25, 1976 


Mary Leuca Time 


Place 
ee ee ee eS ee N , 


Others present 
Fn ee a Ee TS ee SSE 


You were saying about the dances - you have dances frequently? 

We had a lot of dances going on - there are several societies and 

there was always a dance, Everytime there was a dance - there was 

a program. We never had a dance without a program. The kids would 

be in part of them - sometimes we would put on plays, sometimes we 

had recitation. I know we sing in a groun, somebody with an instriment 
or something like that. I remember being in costume severah times - 

once I was dressed as a soldier - I was wearing somebody's ROTC costume - 
and I was very uncomfortable bit what I did I don't know, That staze 
was so tiny - it was hard to work. 8ut he seen to it that everone was 

in place. Ye was an educator - he sawxto it that you were well 

rounded in different things, ofcourse the custom was - you had to 

have that place,..to use the aed. ae teenagers and the young 

adilts were in the - sometimes it was the older people that were in 

the things. But they used the children for at lease one mimber or at 
least 15-minutes 0° the program. ‘We had at lease a 1/2 hour program 
everytime there was a dance...people would say! if there isn't a vrozram - 
I'm not comeing to the dance...at the old hall. 

Ween Fr. Lazar was here - there was Sunday school but no Romanian school... 
the disappearance? 

The kids would not come. People had moved away from the area. The 

ones that were my age - zot married and moved away from the area. The 


war cane, remember, That made a big interrmiption. Now, my brother 


was in the next group - he went to Moldovan. After Trutza a Fr. Borga 


ale pissed | 
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- he had school - there was a Fr. Rau, whose wife was the teacher. 
She had 2 daughters and - she had school and did a beautiful job.of 
teaching...I do not know too much about the school - but I do know 
she conducted school and was the teacher. She emphasided music a 
little more than Fr, Trutza did. Shewas an expert. 
almost 

During Fr. Moldovan's tenure - people/stopped going to church 
completely - there were times he nad noone in church, but him and the 
cantors because they disagreed with his policy. And that is whatidid 
more harm to the Romanian community in Gary than anything else. 

eeelt was not just fashionable - I would say it was all foreign 
languages, “ecause there was a point that I remember very vividly - 
you spoke any foreign language and people would look at you as if: 
What's wrong with you8 You're something almost like...repulsive. 
Because you are a foreizner, a honky, you don't belong. Now everything 
is ethnic - but then it was just the onposite - they made you feel 
asamed to be a foreigner - they made you feel this way in the American 
community...we were on the other side of the tracks, the low class. 
I went to Yroebel - and on our side you could speak a foreign lanzuage - 
but if you cross the Wabash tracks - the Horace ein area = yo! did not 
know a forehgn word - and made you feel ashamed - and you spoke Eneclish... 
like a servant and an employer. 
How do you find the children today in your Sunday School? 
The little ones, I think are interested - I don't think they have the 
interest we had - they are not forced to come - they are coming there 
for 1 hour and they know it is 1 hour and that's all. Where we came 
because we had to and that's all, we had to go to American school, had 


to zo to Romanian school and there was no question about it. 
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Are the little ones interested and curious to speak Romanian? 

Yes, they are but I don't have time to work with them. I was 

asked to teach Romanian and forget the Sunday School - I can't do 
that. Recause I am there for Sunday School - I don't make any attemot. 
I do try to bring in the fact that they are Romanian - but Orthodox 
and that's about all. 

What about the Lord's prayer? 

I taught the Lord's prayer in 2 groups in Romanian - but it took such 
a long time. This last group I taught had said it in church for quite 
a while...what I am finding is that a lot of people our age are de- 
manding - they don't want Romanian - and T hate to see it die out. 

I think we are losing someting beautiful... 

As for the dances...that is fast music and its fun - but they 
are not going to snend the time to learn the lanztuaze, And that is 
where all of us made the mistake of not insisting on speaking Romanian 
in the house like our parents did. My children do not understand 
Romanian now - but I did started withthem in the house with Romanian - 
we had » other neonle and relatives - who could not speak it and were 
not Romanian and they kept after me - and IT was the only one - so it 
ended up where none of us spoke - I should have’insisted...and the kids 
now are sorry and they tell me about it. They underst-nd a little bit - 
but not enough. They like it and I think if they could <o to Europe - 
each one of them would like “to visit the country...they wald love it. 

There were many parades - a lot of nationalities - and I think 
Fr, €rutza was instrmental in getting Romanians involved in that. 

I remember that there were all kinds of parades and occasions when 
Queen Marie came here for the world's fair - and the young people 


preformed in Chicago. I remember it was so crowded you could not 
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get near the stage, It was something to see that parade. Iwas not 
in the parade but I west there, 
Talking about spelling - that you learned to spell correctly - he was 
to count 

so intent - he was teaching us/the numbers from 1 to 100 - when 
we got to 11, 12, 13 - he would ask how you spell it. He would let 
us try to figure it our - we couldn't figure it out - he tauzht us: 
2, 3, 19. He explained this when I was in hth grade, He made us 
write that and to this date I see that tablet where I wrote this. 
He insisted that we listen to him and not the way other neople say it, 
and to check your book for correct answers and not get them from your 
neizhbor,. 

So mu¢h was done in verse: the shoutings(calls) durinz a dance, 


and tell the whole story of the wedding, 
a speech at a wedding,/ other social events, 


Send of Side I - 177 


eS eS eee 
rolls Se 


ae Helen and Cornelia Mailath Interviewed April 21, 1977 
J. Broadway, Gary By Pearl Mailath 
ne 887-1776 


---Let's start when he was still in Romania. His name? 
--~Ion, Ion. 

---Ion Mailat. And from where? The village? 
--~Feldiora, vain oa Brasov, Transylvania. 

——-How many brothers and sisters did he have? 

-—--Four brothers and one sister. 

---What were their names? 

---Well, Gheorghe, Toader, Achim and oe 

---All right. What order were they in? 

~--Well, our dad was the oldest, then Toader, Gheorghe, fail 3 and then Achim. 
---When was he born? 

—--1878 on June 30th. 

ornelia~——1 3th. 

-—--13th, 13th (June 13, 1878). 

---When did he come to America? 


---In 1906 and now I'm not quite sure where he went first....In Seneca or 
Lackawanna. 


-—-——New York. 


---New York. And then he hopped a freight (''ciumpa'') Do you know what "'ciumpa'! 
is? ; 


-——-Yes. And he came with the "'ciumpa''? 

——-Yes, and eee 

-—--How long did he remain in New York? 

--—-I don't know, not too long. 

-—--A short time, I think, and I think he went to Seneca first and then to 
Lackawanna. He often spoke of Lackawanna....esuch a nice sounding name, 
was Lackawanna. 

-—-Where did he work there? 


--—-I don't believe he found work, and that is why he came to Gary. 


—--He came directly to Gary? 
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——-Yes, he came by hopping a freight and they arrested him, at the station 
where the train stopped. 


--—-He didn't have any money. 

-—--He didn't have any money. How shall I say, the detective from the railroad 
arrested them but instead of taking them to the jail, he took them to his 
own home, as guests. 

---Because "'tata'' (father) spoke Hungarian and the guard happened to be a 
Hungarian. So when he heard him (father) speak Hungarian, it was like 
they were friends from back home. 

---Where did this happen? 

---I don't know. In New York somewhere, I think. 

---Did he come with somebody else, other Romanians, or alone? 

---Maybe....I believe he came with some townspeople. I don't know. On the 
freight, I believe he came with (Uncle) Meiu. He came with somebody from 
Feldiora, but I don't know who. Uncle Achim came with mother. 

And so he was a guest in that detective's house. They were treated well. 
And the following morning when the train came, he (detective) told the 
engineer to stop at Gary to drop them off, and that's what he did. 

---That's how he arrived in Gary. 

---Otherwise he wouldn't know how to.... 

ets. 6-6 © - jump offs 

---After he arrived in Gary, how long did he stay? 

——-Well, he stayed until '20. I think he came around '06. 

---Around '06 in Gary. 


-——-He left Romania fa '06 and the same year he came to Gary. He stayed in 
New York just a short time. 


———F iume? 

---That's in Italys 

---He came through Italy then. 

---Mama, mama (did). 

--—-Did he work at U.S. Steel all the time? 

---No. I think he dug ditches and he heard that the mills paid better. 
They had him work up high on some scaffolding or something. I think he 
worked there just a short time, at that height. 


—--Like an ironworker, I think. 


---He said let them keep their job. I don't need it. So he started 
selling beer. 
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---That's when he started with the beer? 

—--He had a wagon and a horse. 

--—-We have a picture. 

---I have the picture. 

---He took orders, delivered the beer to homes. Many of the women had 
boarders, (and he sold to them). So he saved a little money and bought 
himself a lot to build a house with the idea to have a barn for the horse, 
under the house. They would live upstairs. But when he saw how nice the 
rooms looked, he rented them out. And who knows where the horse was stabled. 
Later, after he saved some more money, he built another house, a little 
larger in front of the other one. And then he bought a lot next to that 
house and built.... 

—--....the store. 

m—=——=—e66068 StGOreeccaWaitcces 

---The store was in front with living quarters. 

—--..s.e.and some rooms upstairs. It was a two-story house. Then he bought the 
next lot and built a brick house, and there was some room behind this house 
and he built another one in the back there. 


--—-Where was this house? 


---On Adams....12th and Adams, yes. And after he got tired of the wagon with 
beer, I think he opened up a tavern. 


---I don't think he quit the beer business. 


---Yes he did. He didn't like that. Then he tried a grocery store, andthen 
he quit that too. He tried farming. 


---Wasn't there a poolroom? 


---Not dad. He had it rented out, the store. We lived about a year at the 
farm and came back to the city, and what did we do? 


-—-Mother came in '07. 
---With whom? 

——--With Jhnny. 

---Only the two of them? 
—--And with Achim. 


---And Johnny was nine months old, about, when they arrived in Gary. So, you 
figure it out, they probably arrived in the fall of the year, in 1907. 


-~--Well, George was born in '08. 
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---In August or September, during the fall. : $e 
---And mother had a candy store. 


---Now before that, tell that when mother first came, she had boarders. 
Dad was with the beer and mother had boarders. 


-—--Oh, yeah, she had boarders. 

---How long did she keep the boarders? 

---I don't know, I don't know how long. 

-—--She didn't keep it a year? 

---Oh, yes, I believe she did. Ske had several men as boarders and she'd buy 
ee.eewhen the newly arrived reached here, they usually sought out their 
townspeople from back home......what do you call those who come from the 
same countryee..eshe would buy their clothes, their lunch buckets, and what— 
ever they needed and 


—--...and keep them in the boarding houseeeee. 


——-ee-.until they received their pay, and if they wanted to, they paid and 
if not, they took off. 


---Did she have any servant to help with the work? 

---No . 

---Who had servants at that time. 

---That's about all a woman could handle by herself. 

---All the cooking. She made their lunches. She got up at three, four 
o'clock in the morning to pack their lunches and to cook. She washed 
all their clothes. 

---Now with the washing....maybe she did have a woman come in to help her. 
I think she did. And then she had the candy store. After dad's business 
did better, she had a seamstress, she had a cleaning woman come in. 
And when they had the grocery store, they had a butcher and a girl in the 
store to help with the customers. 
But they chose the name ''Red Cross'' for their grocery store, and the Red 
Cross (organization) came around right away and said that they weren't 
associated with them. So they changed the name to "Red Star." 


-—--So the name (of the store) wouldn't be the same as the (charitable) 
organization. 


---Well, they didn't think of anything. They didn't know. 
---Well, they might have heard it and it sounded good. 


---It sounded good. Okay. 
In 1920, what did they have? 
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---I believe they had....because I remember a player piano...I believe they 
had a poolroom. 


---Oh, that....no. The place was rented, and they left those things (in the 
store after they gave up the business) and we lived in the back. But (we) 
didn't have the business....no. When he had the saloon, he didn't like i. 

---I believe he was with the beer again. 

---Maybe with beer.....I don't remember what he did. 

---When did they go to Europe? 

---In '20 (1920).....that was in June. 

---In June, '20, and during this time five children were born in this country. 

---And the whole family went? 

-—-Yes, all. 

---They sold the house? 


---They sold the houses, but not the farm. 


---I believe that in '18 and '19 we were at the farm, but he had bought the 
farm earlier. 


---All right. When you went to Europe, where did you go? 
---Well, we were supposed to arrive in two or three weeks, in Romania. 
---The ship we took was the Lafayette. 


---Lafayette. We left from New York and arrived in France at LeHavre. And 
instead of taking the Express, we took the regular train. And we had our 
tickets paid for to Trieste. From Paris we toak a train to Romania. 


---To see the countryside....in Europe....some of it. 

---Like tourists. 

---Like tourists. The train stops in more places, and you see more. 
---It goes just so far, and "get off". 

---And you have to change from this train to the other one. 


---I believe we spent one night in Modest.........they let us off (to change 
trains). We didn't know they were going to let us off at night, and so 
where do you go? It's dark. So we stayed at the station. And so a thief 
stole my father's money and passport. But my father had the habit of 
reading the information on the train tickets, and on other things too. 

He remembered the numbers of the tickets. He told them to the conductor 
and he (conductor) let us go to Trieste. The tickets were paid for that 
far. 


In Trieste there was a shortage of accommodations. You couldn't find a 
plate to stay. Food was rationed. You couldn't buy food. But yu could 
uy restaurant meals. But you had to have ration books in order to buy a 
loaf of bread or meat from the store. 
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---We had to stay in the station because we couldn't find a place to sleep. 
---We found, we did find ... 

---Later. 


---The first night we found a place to stay. When we went there, it was a large 
building...thick walls....you entered a sort of courtyard. The room we rented 
overlooked the sea, right at the shoreline. But when they put the baby down 
on the bed, the youngest brother....in a short time 


-——-Insects.cee 


-—-Bedbugs.....so we didn't stay there. When mother saw them, she got us out 

immediately and that is why we went to the station....to sleep. 
She 

---But first we went somewhere....public baths. Schubbed us down, ripped off our 
clothes and washed them. Then all night long we went back and forth on the 
horse-drawn trolley.....we slept on the trolley because we didn't know where to 

---go. And then the conductor on the trolley told our father how to get us some 
bread and find us some food. I don't know how he was able to buy anything so 
we could eat, without ration books. 


---Well, anyway the station was nice. Across the street from the railroad station 
was the park. And we played in the park during the day. The governesses 
brought the children to the park and we played with the Italian children, but 
they couldn't understand why we didn't know what they were saying. We played 
with them and learned a little Italian too. We spent about two weeks until 
we got duplicate passports and could leave. 


---It took time until they checked and we got a passport again and this took time. 


-——--They probably announced each time we boarded the train that this train travels 
so far and then you have to transfer to another. But at Nightecece 


—--where do yOu gOs..e.. 


---You don't know....only....up to here and you get off. Then I lieve in 
Yugoslavia we had to get off, and we waited in a sort of restaurant. There 
were a number of other travelers too. And I remember that somebody stole one 
man's shoes. 


---Thieves everywhere. 
---When we arrived in Feldiora, toward evening, people were coming home from the 
fields. There was a man, Ghi fu....Ghisu I think. He had a wagon and we got 
in the wagon and he started toward my grandmother's house. Coming down the 
road were about four or five wagons loaded with hay. Ghisu says, “Look, there's 
Gheorghe and Toader.''.....my father's brothers, and they met on the road. 
~--They hadn't seen each other for how long? 
---About fourteen years. 
---We went to grandmother's. We had sent her a telegram.....I don't know from 


where...emaybe France.....we sent a telegram and we arrived there and we read 
the telegram. 


| =—=It arrived after we did, and we took a long time to reach there ourselves. 
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---We arrived at grandmother's and stayed there for a few days. Then our parents 
went to Buchurest....to find living quarters and establish residence. 


-—-All of you went? 

---No. They took the two little ones only. 

——-They took Aurel and Titi (Dan). The first thing they did was to buy a Ford. 
The boys got sick, and they took them to the hospital Coltia and mother stayed 
with them. The nurses told her she couldn't remain there and mother wanted to 
know why not. Well, they will take care of the children. Mother said no, she 
is staying with her children. 

---I think they had chicken pox. 

---Both of them? 


---Yes, and I think also an infection from the bedbugs. 


--—-It's possible. 


---Titi (the baby). And they hadn't stayed even a half hour in that place. (Trieste) 


---Well, maybe an hour until we unpacked and .... 


---They had a lot of trouble with Titi until they cured him. (Titi = teetee) 
---They bought a house.... 


---First we lived on Bonaparte....I lieve we rented there until we found a 
housee.e 


---They took us to Buchurest so we could attend school. It was time for 
school to start. 


---They found a house on (Calea) qe he which they bought. The boys attended 
a private boys' school and we enrolled in a public school.....for girls. 


---Now, I....when we left here they vaccinated me...here in: Gary...and after 
we arrived in New York, they gave me another one because the first didn't 
take. On the ship, they lined us up and all of us were vaccinated again. 

--—-And in France again. 

---All of you? 

---Yes, yes. 

-—-Mine wouldn't take. 


---Mine either. 


---When we arrived in Romania, again. When we enrolled in school.... As I 
remember, about seven times in two months or so. 
=--And none of them took? *- 


---The last one. 


_=--Look what a scar remains. 
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---Anyhow, I was very sick. 


---We were swollen....but hers....she had a deep depression after it healed....in her arm. 


---Yes, and I had a nurse for a few days. 

---Didn't they know that you had been vacéiinated all theee times? 

---We had papers that we had been, but they wouldn't accepteee. 

---And yu couldn't see anything. And maybe each one said it had not been done. 

---They didn't believe.... 

---They didn't believe and each one wanted to do it their way, perhaps., 
Well, we went to school for three days. I decided I wouldn't go to school 
anymore. I had enough education. I was in the third grade of the primary 
school. That's where they placed me. I could speak Romanian. Mother let 
us stay home about three days and then the following week she told us to go 
with out father. Sure, we'll go. We dressed and we went. And dad heads 
toward the school. I said, oh, we're not going. He says come on. And he 


enrolled us in the Corinthian Institute. We went there for four years. 


The boys quit the "liceu'' St. George and went to Sava....And Aurel went to 
a primary school on the Calea Grivitei. 


---Puring this time, our dad had taxicabs, he had a restaurant, mother had a 
millinery shop where she made hats to order. She had two or three milliners 
at the beginning. 

---Yes, she had a shop. 

---You stayed over there four years. 

---....and a half. But before the end of this four and a half~year period, 
they decided that America is for us. The oldest brother who was born in 
Romania....during this period the immigration laws (for U.S.) changed, for re-entry, 


so he couldn't get a visa. 


---Well, anyway we left Romania one year after dad. Dad came here ahead of 
us, alone. 


-—-Alone....and he came to Gary? 

---To the farm. 

---Did he live alone on the farm? 

---For a little while. 

=--30 later he send for you and brought all of you back? 

---No, no. He learned that the oldest brother couldn't come. And he (dad) 


tried to bring him somehow and he was told that if he (older brother) went to 
either Canada or Mexico, he would have a better chance to re-enter the country. 


And so it was decided to go through Mexico, I don't know why. 
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---Well, anyway, we left Romania a year later after dad. 

---But the brother left shortly after dad did....Johnny. 

---What year was this? 

---Uh, I believe in '23. 

---Tata left in '23? And when did you come? 

-—-We left at the end of '24 and arrived here in '25. 

---Around New Year's? 

--—-New Year's. We arrived in Gary ee. 


---January 2, 1925. But we came through Constanta. Mother didn't want to go 
by train anymore....to the ocean. We boarded’ ship at Constantacsecand Cames.ece 
oh, it was so cold and snow....ewhen we left. It was cold...very cold. 
That night the Black Sea was turbulent. We passed through the Uardanelles 
and came to the Mediterranian.....it was so beautiful on the Mediterranian. 
it was spring, you could say. We went on deck wearing only thin sweaters. 
We went to Lisbon, and from Lisbon we crossed the ocean. After we left Lisbon 
and until we got to Frovidence, we had a big storm....an entire hurricane. 


---in those days they said %t was the worst storm they had had for 64 years. 
winter storm. We watched the waves...they seemed to be as high as the Empire 
State Building. 


---And it seems that we were the only ones in the dining room at meal time. 
The plates and dishes were tied down with rope. 


-—-They served only foods without gravies or juices....nothing soupy. Otherwise 
the dish and all would .... 

--—-The waves were SO Diges.e. 

---Weren't you sick? 


=m=—=NO o 


——At first we: were. i don't think we children were sick, but all the others, 
and the other children, all complained and were sick, and all of them were 
WailingesseVis Cig Oiessssthey're going to die .... while we were playing from 
one end of the ship to the other. 


---tow long did it take you from Constanta until you arrived here? 


---l believe we were supposed to arrive in fourteen days. But on the Atlantic 
i think it took seven days longer. Many days...the ship had the largest engines 
and best speed, but instead of going forward, it went backward...with the storm 
And so we arrived later. 


---But I believe we gave the captain heart failure. We were restricted to our 
quarters. You couldn't go out on deck because the storm was so bad, high waves. 
And we played along the corridor and where the machinery was and around the 
kitchen...e.somebody had left the doors to the deck open. 


=—-You know how the children play tage... 


. ~--Yes, and you ran up there. 
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---Wwe ran up on deck. 


‘ -—-After we left the Mediterranean they never allowed us up on deck. We never 
had the chance. 


---iio fresh air, nothing. And on deck there was salt. We played like in sand, 
there was so much of it. 


---And on the motors....(machinery) 
---From the sea water. 


---A lot of salt. And the wind was strong. I thought I heard something. I 
looked, didn't see any other ship, and again I thought I heard something. 
Along come three sailors and they lean against the rail. They were laughing, 
mimicking the passengers, how they retched and were sick. And as I watched, 
I thought I heard the noise the second time, and I looked up. There was the 
captain with a megaphone, ydling as loud as he could. So I motioned to the 
sailors to look up. The captain motioned to them, and those sailors jumped 
at us and grabbed us and got us below. 


---Even they weren't supposed to be out on deck. They grabbed us by our necks.ee. 


—--As soon as they got us below, along came a big wave that washed the deck. 
It could have swept us all off including the sailors. 


At the same time be (captain) sent an officer, a young man, I think it was his 
first year on duty. He came....ehe was a tall maneeeshe came dashing down the 
stairs, three, four at a time, and he scolded us and shook us....speaking in 
FrencheessAt the same time a lot of sailors were coming with life jackets. 


---The signal had gone out.....the alarm....everything was upside downess.e. 
As I said, we were running around all over. In school we had learned some 
French and some German. This was a shipses.sMadonna? Madonna..e..and they 
spoke French, and we knew enough French that we could understand them. 


---we had our Christmas on board ship. And the captainee... 

-——-We were supposed to be in Gary at Christmas time. 

---Yes, but it happened that we had our Christmas on board ship. The captain, 
evidently he liked "Titi", he showed him a toy that he would give the boy for 
Christmas. 

---Not exactiy. There was a Christmas tree, and there was a toy for each child. 
But with little brother...he was, what, four years old..eeand like I said, 
they became friends, and he (captain) asked him what toy he likes. Uanny siowed 
him. So the captain promised him that particular toy. But it didn't happen 
that way. 

---Somebody took it. And Cry cceceehe Cried sséne 

—--And he hid behind the tree. 

—--Santa Claus barely was able to pacify him. 

-—-All right, after you arrived in Gary, where did you go? 


_s--Well, we went to "'Meuica.'' (Mrs. teiu, aunt). We lived with her. And we 
- enrolied at Emerson School 
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---liow, we had forgotten cAglish. I knew only three words. ‘tiello, good=bye 
and thank you.'"' That's all. You didn't know anything (to Cornelia). 


--—-I had forgotten ali. I think I knew "hello.'' We used only Komanian. 
Until they found a place to live, we attended Emerson. 


---Uh, not long. 

-—-Two weeks, and then we enrolied at Froebel. We lived in an apartment for that 

one winter. DOuring that time they started building the house and then we moved 
in it and lived there. 


Then dad startedeeseedid he go to the milis then? Yes..sehe worked in the mill. 


——-Well, wait a minute, did you forget that all the time he was here by himself, 
he was a baker? He was more like adéiveryman for a bakery. 


--—-/ind he made brooms. 

-—--I don't know what companyeseUal eee 

-——-Gal had a bakery. (A Romanian) 

———ual, i think.....(he worked) for a Romanian (bakery) 
---Very little time though. And he worked in the mills. 
-—-tie made brooms. 


---tie made broomse.s.and then he quit the mills and started a cleaning business. 
Ad later he started with pop. Then he quit the pop and went back to the mill. 


---He didn't quit the pop. After he started he didn't quit it entirely. He 
worked in the mill and, at that time, the brothers were older and they helped 
too. but when he was in the milis, tata didn't deliver pop anymore. 


_ ==-Why did he try so many different businesses? 


_.°ome were more profitable than others. He was always looking for improvement. 
| ---Now :-during this time, were you members of the church? 

——Yes...from '25 on. 

Well, from the beginning....from the beginning of time... 

---wWhen the church was in Tolleston? 

---0n Grant Street was it? Or Taft or Chase, someplace in there. 

| =—-'io, it was on Ith, I don't know if it was Grant or Hayes. 

: ---Hayes, Hayes..that sounds more like it. 


| =As I recollect some of the meetings to develop the church were held in my 
parents' home. 


Se 
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= you remember who the people were? 

¢ ---Iacob Popa. 

-—-That's one that stands out. I used to hear him....talk of him a lot. 

---All right, and who were some of the others? 


---Now, Ma used to talk about "un gazetar'' - a Romanian editor. Now I can't recall 
his name now. 


---Anybody else? 

-—-well, I was small. And I know I was looking out the window. The church had a 
parade.se..ethey must have had something like a consecration or some religious 
observance. They carried all the banners and everything down the street to the 
Romanian Hall. We knew that our mother had made those banners, we had seen her 
do them, about three banners. 


---Three or four, but I know that one of them was green...e.edark green with golden 
tassels and a picture On iteee. 


-—-i think it had some particular significance (that parade). 
---They always had parades in the city....there were a lot of parades in Gary. 


-—-Since the church was so close to the komanian center there, that a lot of the 
activity just came from the church by parade te the hall. 


---Now when we returned from Romania, we became members again at the church. A 
club was organized for the youth. And George named it ''Pui de Lei." (It was 
his suggestion.) 

-—-You did? I didn't know that. 

—-Yeah, yeah. And (Fr) Trutza was the sponsor. 

It was easy, : 

---in Romania they preached we should be "'lions.'' To fight off the enemy. 
All right, we're the "pui'' = the ‘‘cups''. 

---That's a good ideas That was a very good name. 


=--And so we were with them (the church) until (Fr) Moldovan came. And with 
(Fr) Moldovan, we got into it. 


---but during this time, our parents were members and very active. 

---lHiow about the society? 

---I think they were members. 

---But they were very generous witn the church. They always contributed. 

~--They were more religous than social. (would contribute sooner to religous causes) 


~--Well, when there was “'teatru'' or dances, they attended. 


| s==I know, but they were not that type....they were strongly religious when we 
were youngsters. 


a 


* 
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_ «—-Did you go to Komanian school in this country? 


. ---NO.e Aurel went and I don't know about Danny, but I know Aurel went. (Fr) Moldovan 


was tne teacher. 
---Vid you go to choir? 
—-Yes, the priest's wife conducted the choir up in the choir loft. 
---Not me. 


well, I was in the choir. Father would teach us under the church (in the church 
basement at rehearsals) but up in church, the priest's wife conducted the choir. 


---You spoKe Komanian only in the home? 
-—-With our parents, yes. 


---At least when we were small. 


---How much education did your parents have? 

---We can start this way. vUur parents were born in Feldiora. In those days, the 
schools were under the direction of Austria-Hungary. And in school they had to 
study Hungarian. So ‘'tata'' was taught in Hungarian. 

---liow many grades did he have? 

--—-we don't know. 

---but ne knew how to read and write? 

-—-0h, yeah, both motner and dad, both of them 

---Your mother did too? 

———Sure, oh, yeah. 

-—-When did they get married? 

---I don't know. 

---But wait. Tata knew different languages. He could speak Hungarian and read 
and write Hungarian, he could speak and understand Italian, German, the Slav 
languageSeecee 

---How did he learn tnem? 

---German and Hungarian and Italian, in turope. 

---when he was younger, he went to Buchurest and I believe he was a street car conductor. 

=--when did he leave? How old was he? 

=--Uh, who know§ maybe seventeen, eighteen, I don't know. 


——-I believe he was younger because in those days (they went to work at an early age). 


—-Well, not in Buchurest. He mignt have worked in Feldiora or Brasov or somewhere else. 
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--when he got married, I don't know. 
Your mother had two sisters, right? 


a NOs 


~orge --There was thirteen children. 

---In her family? 

---Yeahe Most of them died in their childhood, or infancy. 
---How many came to this country? 

-———Medica (Ana Meiu) and Paulie (Paulina Nan). 

---That's all. 

---That's all. 


-—-Tell me about Meu-oica (Pronounced May-oy-ca). She was the younger sister? 
That was Ana? 


=---She was next (to mother). 

---And she was married to? John Meiu? And where is he from? 
---Feldiora. 

---They were married in Europe? 

---Kight. 

---And they had a daughter in Europe. 

---And a sone 

---what happened to them? 


---Ann is now living in California, but she lived in Gary until...maybe the very 
early fifties. No, latter forties, latter forties. 


---She's the beautician. 

=--She's a beautician by trade. And the son....when he was about four years old, 
fell through the ice and then he had a head concussion. As a result of that 
he became, as he grew older, more of an invalid. So he died at a very early age, 
something like late teens or early twenties. 


-—~-Wasn't he about sixteen? 


=--NO, no, nineteen, I believe. Either 1929 or '30 he died....in there sometime 
because I was very upset about it. 


---Was he able to attend school? 


=--li0, no. And before his accident, he was a very sharp youngster and very alert. ~ 


—-Vid that accident happen in turope or over here? 
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eein Europee He was walking over a little creek, and... 

and he fell. Went right through. 

- =-=So when they came to this country then, Uncle Meiu had come here previously. 
-—-You don't know when they came? 


---I think Uncle Meiu came around '09 or '10.' I have that impression. He didn't 
come the same time my father did. 


---And then he never went back? 

---tHe never went back. 

---And he came to Gary and stayed in Gary? 

---Stayed in Gary. They came and first of all, lived with us, and then around where 
the armory (National Guard Armory) is located now, there were some shacks that 
eeeguite a few of the... 

=---komanian colony lived. 

—-or the newly arrived lived. So, ceee 


-—-Lelea Linta lived there, Taus and Meiu (among others). 


---And in the same area, a few houses away, lived my father's sister, Mariti, and 
her family. (Taus family). - 


We don't remember the year but we assume it has to be something like 1917 or '16, 
Meoica, my aunt, went to start a fire in the morning. 


-—-This was a coal stove? 
---Not in the morning. In the evening, in the afternoon, to cook. 
---Oh, I thought it was morning.....eand it didn't start up fast enough. In those 
days, the cans of kerosene and gasoline were not marked or outwardly identified 
so the first couple of attempts did not produce results so she picked up the can 
and dumped some gasoline and it exploded. And she caught on fire. As a result, she 


---It was winter, and she ran out. and of course the flames weresee. 


et ae egot stronger. eee 


---Right. And somebody came and knocked her down and put out the flames and 
they took her to the hospital in a patrol wagon. Gury didn't have any ambulances. 
eeeeto Mercy (Hospital). 

=--How much of her body was burnt? 


~All over her legs and arms and so on. 


=--and singed and burnt on her face....badly burned. 


s—-Anyhow, they didn't have any hope for her to puli through. 


~ 
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=—<<Now here we could tell you some of the personal experiences that happened. 


Shall we talk to you in Romanian orEnglish? 


e—It's up to yous Which comes easiest. 


-——-Okay,let's talk to you in Romanian. 
When she (aunt) was so badly burned and ili, they didn't feed her in the hospital. 
Very little, mostly tea and liquids. Among other things, she was constipated. 
She had problems. Mother would go to see here. She noticed that they didn't feed 
her and noticed her stomach problems. So one day she took hereecese 

al quarteecese 

-—-First she took the cabbage, no? 

--NO, MO, a quart. 

w--se0e0a quart of senna tea. That's a laxativeseesea good one. 


-—-The sisters (nuns) were busy. 


---She had had some clashes with the nuns previously for bringing in something, 
without permission. 


-—Now wait. She (aunt ) was all bandaged up, but they (hospital attendants) did 
nothing for her. Her legs were swollen. 


---UVidn't they bathe her? 

---Nio, nothinge 

-—As we remember. We don't know. They gave her morpinineee. 

---To relieve her pain. 

——And .«ee-expecting her to die, that's ail. 

---They expected her to die? 

-—-Yes. What could they do? 

—-She started to turn blue. 

———And, you know, pus and I don't know what. And Auntie was hungry, and (mother) 
asked her what she wanted. She said “sarmale'' (stuffed cabbage), and mother took 
“sarmale'' to here wWwelj, the nuns were upset.e..she can't have that. Mother told 


them , "What's wrong with her stomach? Nothing. Her stomach is good. Let her eat.’ 


——And even if auntie didn't feel like eating, mother probably forced her to eat 
becauseeeee 


-—-She was weak. 


‘=—-She was weak and she should eat. What has the stomach to do with the burns? 


The stomach wasn't burned. I guess they toid her she couldn't do that, and mother 
told them that was what they should be doing. So they put them both out. 


=--NO, NOses anyway, mother took her out of the hospital and brought her home. 


Because over there they weren't doing anything and she could stay at home the 
same waye : 
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--<-And she could eat what she liked. 


to -=They called a doctor. te asked whether she had been in the hospital 

, Yes. 

You should have let her stay there. That's a good place for her. Why did you 
bring her home? 


And no doctor wanted to come. So mother took it upon herself to nurse her. She 
cut off the dead skin and cleansed the wounds with a goose feather. 


-—-first she boiled the. css 


---boiled...e.the water and with boiled water and soap she cleansed the ridges (in 
the flesh) of the pus and cut the dead flesh with scissors. Auntie screamed with 
pain but there was nothing to alleviate the pain....because the nerves were 
exposed to the air and so on. 


Some woman said she would make up a salveseeeeand I believe it was Jata Genea who 
made it, but she said she wouldn't touch her (auntie). It mother Wanted toceee. 
Well, if you put the salve on and then a bandage, the bandage sticks and when you 
remove the bandage, it breaks the skin. So she took cabbage leaves, parboiled 
them, and used that. 


Auntie would scream that they were too heavy, too heavy. 
——-She used the salve, then the cabbage leaves? 


---eeeand then the bandages. So it wouldn't stick. And she'd scream that it was 
too heavy. 


-—-There was no plastic,nothing. 
---So she took a piece of wax paper.ee. 
-—-And that didn't hold. 


“--.ee.eused that under the bandage (over the cabbage! leaves). 
Each day mother wouldeecee 


s--.se.mother with cabbage leaves and salve...smade out of butter and pepper and I 
don't know whateecee 

---This woman had made it? : 

——-Yes. Anyway, hit and miss. The most important thing was that she was kept clean. 

-—-And fed. 

——-Yes. Ouring this time, autie died (another aunt). 

~-iariti. 

---Mariti Taus, my father's sister. And she left three children. One was less 


thar’ a year old. And brother Aurel was less than a year old. So that was two 
of them. We were five and two of Auntie's andeees 


~--Uanny was less than a year, no? 


—-UVanny, noe Uanny wasn't born yet. Aurel. And two of auntie's...that was ten 
children, and I'd say tne oldest was ten years old. 


| =“Well, Johnny. 
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7 He was Older than that, wasn't he? 

-——-No, couldn't have been...eeten or eleven. 

---Anyway there were ten children. Mother had to watch over ten children. They had 
a grocery store at that time and she had to nurse her sister. tow auntie, I 
believe that in about six months, had grown a very thin skin, and mother then 
said now it's time you moved around. 

---And she lifted her to give her a bath...eso the water would invigoratese.. 

---And as she lifted her, the skin burst and blood splashed all over. 

---Niow see, she had no help from any doctor. No doctor wanted to help out. 

---Blood oozed through the skin. But she started healing. And (mother) forced 
her to move around.esnot to lay limp ali the time. Anyway, now the Board of 
Health caine around. tad she died? Howwas she? And constantly doctors or 


nurses would come around to find out what they had done. 


And mother said, ‘Look, when I needed’ help and asked for it, you didn't come. 
Now what do you want?'! sand she put them out. 


---Well, maybe she told them what she had done. 

---iio, 1 dom't think so. Anyway, auntie's heel did not heal properly. And a doctor 
told Uncle that he would have to graft some skin from him to help heal her. 
And Uncle came to discuss it over with mother. I believe he was in favor. 
And mother said, look, she was ill for such a long time, she will get well. 


e--About a year, I believe. 


~--YeSeeseea year Or SO. And one patient is enough. I don't want two. And she (auntie) 
healed. She didn't have any scars on her legs. 


---Very few. And when the doctor came to examine her, he was amazed at how well 
she was healed so well and she hadn't lost any motor abilities. She hadn't stiffened. 


---Yet she stayed in bed all that time. 
-—-well, no, mother didn't let her. 
---ilo, while she was critical, she was bedridden. 


“--She cut her hair, and that was a disgrace to cut the long hair. see, her face 
was singed too. Ma cut her hair. 


-s=-She would scream and so on. Motner said it has to be done. No other way. She'd turn her, 
and she'd go two, three times a day at least. And then she'd give orders to Uncie 
too. but she'd wash her.ece 

~--iiow in the explosion, wasn't the house destroyed? 

---lNio . 


~--when she caught on fire, she ran out. 


soit just seems to me she might have spilied some of it on her in her hurry. 
See, it popped up and she might have spilled some on her. 
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fsThe house didn't burn down from what we know. 
a her name Christian? 
---Lelea Linta? 
mee YOR 
———Taus, Tause Christian was her daughter. 
Mariti was married to John Taus. Marifi Mailatn to Johm Taus. Jonn Taus is 
motner's first cousin. Also, brother-in-law. 
Now Lelea Linta is a different Taus. No relation. 
---Uo you know what his first name was? 
—<-who Knows her husband? 
---Uh, she was a widow, wasn't she, wien she was out here. 
-—-widow, yeah. 
---(How about) brandusa? Now she was also a widow, wasn't she? (Second Mrs. J. Taus) 


---Niow that I don't know. 1 would imagine, I don't know. 


—-As a result of her burn, there was legislation here that resulted in gasoline 
cans being red 


---Painted red. 

——-painted red...an ordinance, and I don't know whether that's nation-wide because 
of incidents like this instigated by this one, but very shortly after her burn 
» then they were by law to be red. 

---She wwnt to Mercy Hospital, I presume? 

-—-Yes, that was the only hospital at that time. 

---Because you were talking about nuns and that's why I wondered. 

——-There were some strange things, like a lot of upset, a lot of upset. And I 
remember a lot of....there was like a kitchen and a door and I think we ate over 
hereseseeand it seems she cooked there, but it was all dark green 

—-Vark greenee. 

——-but lot of, now I know they're diapers, a lot of FAagGSeeeehangingesee 

=“--clothes. eee 

s--and the tub....eright above and all over. It was all full... 


s=-Well, with two babies..... 


_s=This is where you were living? 


= ~Yes, because she kept..eeshe took care Ofeece.s 


Ten kids. 


> a: 


= 
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"=I think she fed Taus and Meiu. She fed them. 
-—-NiO, Meiu, I don't think so, I don't think so. 


---I remember .him coming there. Whether he did all the time. I remember him 
sitting and eating, well, maybe now and then, I don't know. 


=-—-\iow and then, inaybe. 
—— (When John ey YW 8o8q2871 5 Qutdg up for him and loading him up to goeseewhere did 
heseeedid he go for overnight ortwo days or Camping OFreee 


---I think camp. 


=-—-Nio, Hiking up to Tremont, I think it was. 


george --I remember that. We were in the kitchensee. 
-—-+.in the kitchen and how Ma was packing him and loading him upesce. 


---and all his equipment, tent and blanket and pole that you bent over, and canteen 


---he had a hatchet 
-—-and hatchet and knife... 


—-Bh, he had all the paraphernalia... 

—--and you know the belt that goesee.e. 

———-She must have been proud of him for being a Boy Scout. 

---Uh, he's going to starve so she packed up.e.eeall the food. 
---Is this the first time he was going away from home? 

---In the knapsack we put everything and then the blanket.s.s. 
-—-Yeah, that was the first time. 

---It was such a big deal. 

——-And all we did was ..around him watch him pack and everything. 


---Niow do you remember the Neighborhood House? Where we used to attend Nei ghbordood 
House, and we went Oneee. 


---iiow they seemed to take very young children there too, because we'd walk on a 
Sunday morning, and they had areas for each age group and I couldn't have been 
more than three, and I remember going to Settlement House 


~--This was for religious instruction? 


i =—-Neighborhood House (not Settlement House) 
+ ===Neighborhood House.. 


Pies ¥ iy 


_s=-Evidently, because we would go to the Komanian church, later. 


as Ft 
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_ ——Because we'd go there first, right. And then we would sing hymns of various 
kindse I don't remember any preaching. 


_-—-Cummings (preacher) 

| =——This was on Sunday's? 

---Sunday morningse 

---Neighborhood House on 16th? 

---Yeah. 

---]/th. 

-—-Cummings, 1 remember the name, was in charge. Mr. Cummings. 

---Seems to me my room was, you'd go up three steps or four steps, this was a short 
eseand then you'd turn to your right. That's the room I would go in. And where 
they went, I don't know. 

-—-We. went on the second floor and we'd come on the first floor, I remember. 


---They separated. tach age group had a different area. 


--—-\iow we went to a picnic. And it seems to me, is there a Blackhawk Lake around 
Valpo in there someplace? We went with the street car, andes. 


---That sounds familiar. 


—-Glackhawk, it seems to me. Anyway, I was on a hill, and down at the foot of 
the hill was a boy playing with a bat, trying to hit a ball, and I came running 
down and I thought, well, I'll stay away from him. And I ran into him and he 
hit me with the bat and knocked me out. Remember that, when I got hit? 
Evidently I was out completely. And when I woke up I was in a boat with them 
and a big bandage here and whatnot. So then we came home on the street car and 
the boys were guilty, they didn't look after me. They were instructed to take 
care of me but they didn't. So when we walked in the house, these two were in 
front and I was behind and Mom wants to see....what happened? 


And I remember her sitting on the chair, taking that bandage off, I had a yreat 
big hole in my forehead. i had that mark for years and years in there. 


---but I think they had swimming for the young boys at Froebel. And the older 
brother John 


——-Johnny was in it. 

---And George. They were at least training for it. 

---John was on the team. 

i And this fellow (pointing to George) liked to play in the swimming pool...run 


and he slipped, and hurt himself. sand the coach brings him unconsciouse..home. 
When mother saw him, she just about froze. 


ss-what decided you to become pharmacists? 


I always liked chemistry for one things. And it seems to me that, other than 
working for somebody else, I always wanted to be independent. 


Kise FS 
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Bane SO the one combination seemed to be pharmacy where you could be independent 
and still have contact with chemistry or something in the scientific field. 


---why did you go into it? 


| ---Well, I was interested in science but, it just happened that way. Now remember 
we went to see every druggist in town and asked them their opinions about it? 


---What did they tell you? 
-—-0h, each one had a different version. We were wasting our time. 
-—-Vid they encourage you? 
-—--Uh, some did and some didn't... 
---ii0, mostly because we were womenee.eno. 
---That's tne point i want to bring out, because you were women, they didn't think.eee 
——Well, they felt it was too hard a life. in those days, well, the long hours 
for one thing. Urug storeswere always open fifteen, sixteen hours every day of 


the year so that was not a life they recommended to anybody. 


---Actually, very little encouragement. 
All right, now tell me about your education, after you graduated from high schooi. 


---well, we attended Gary Junior College. we both finished at least two years or 
more Of ceece 


-—--In preparation for .eec- 


---Just general because we didn't know... At the time we graduated from high 
school, money was not easily available commodity, and so jobs were not available. 
By going to Gary College we were able to earn in part some of our tuition. 
And then after two years or more in credits we decided maybe we could -make it. 
And we enrolled at Purdue and took another tiree years and got diplomase... 
certifications for teaching and Bachelors of Science in Pnarmacy. We accomplished, 
by combining education courses and getting teaching certificates and the pharmacy 
courses all in the same time period,by overloading. 


=--1nd then you started working 
---I started at the Methodist Hospital. worked there about bmi /2 years, and then i 
---You were the head pharmacist, right? 


-—-The only pharmasist. 

---iThat while you were always at the one hospital? 
-~--That was at the Methodist Hospital. 

-—-All the time? 


* -=-lWo. Because tien 1 was offered the Chief Pharmacist job at wesselly Memorial 


Hospital, at the new location. 


in Chicago. 
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 eeend I was there, oh, maybe a year and a ha 
with a pharmaceutical company as my own, 
own department, and I thought that was a 


If and then I was offered a job 
well, having my own office and my 
chance that I should take, and I did that. 


» -=—-Now this was in New York. 

ae New York 

---Now how long did you stay there? 
---Uh, about a year and a half, too. 
---Then why did you leave there? 


---Well, it just so happened that''Mama Toata'! (nickname for mother) was in bed 
fores.e.eEthel wrote and said she was in bed for how many months and I had not 

known about that. I thought well, go home and see what happens. And then I 

got talked into starting my own store, so that what's I did. 

---Now your working conditions...your jobs were a little different. (To Helen) 


---Uh, yes, very much so. When I got out of Purdue, then I worked for Parker and I 


did substitute work in teaching and then I started teaching at Froebel and Horace 
Mann. 


---what were you teaching? 
=--Science. 
-—-That was high school, wasn't it? 


---0h, high school, yeah. And then once in awhile they slipped in a grade school 
class. 


-—-Well, you taught biology and chemistry. 

-——-Yes, science. Anyway, after, I quit teaching and I went in with her. 
~-Weren't you teaching after you Opened the drug store, for awh 16? 
=--Yesy yes, you taught for about a year and a half or so. 

“<I quit in '45, 

“And we opened up the store in ‘44, 


=—-You opened up the store in '44? And you've had the store ever since? 


I had a major in French and she had a major in German. 


_s=-What other languages do you speak? 


/ s=Well, i don't speak any of them well. I don't Speak anything... Essentially, 
: just English and Romanian. 


Well, we have studied French and German too. 
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 =——She majored in German and I majored in French. 

---When we were in Europe, we were able to converse in French and German. 
---Yes, but we have lost that because of lack of usage. 


---Right, but we studied it. We could speak Romanian, French, German and English. 
We learned our English in one year. We had to relearn English. 


---Do you remember when you went to school here and you couldn't speak English, 
do you remember some of the problems you had? 


---Yes, very definitely. In Europe, you're dressed in uniform when you go to school. 
and definitely you have to have long sleeves and a collar. Well, our uniform was 
with a bow of some kind. Well, since I was outgrowing the uniforms, we resorted 
to some of our better dresses. One of my favorite dresses was a grey velveteen 
dress that had embroidery around a sort of a bow neckline and short sleeves and 

it had embroidery, as I say, around the sleeves andseseit was fancy. That was 

not my idea, as I had been trained, for school..there. And to make it more 
acceptable to myself, I wore a turtleneck grey sweater over it so it seemed to 

be like a two-piece outfit. Well, my third grade teecher decided, she saw 
evidently that I had a neckline under the sweater...some way or other she realized 
it was a full dress, not just a skirt. And she decided that that sweater was not 
necessary for me to wear, and she was trying to tell me to remove . the sweater. 
And I understood her. I had been in this country maybe, two months, maybe not that. 
But I understood her that she wanted me to take the sweater off and I said no. 


"Take it off,'' (she said). "No." She'd start pulling up and I was pulling down. 
So she sent for Mary Ban, and she was working in the office that time. She 
realized that Mary spoke the same language I did, so for me to understand that 

it was not necessary for me to wear the sweater, she brought her over and she told 
Mary. "Have her take the sweater off.'' I said no. There was no way that they 
could convince me that I had to take that sweater off, no way. So, I ended up at 
Miss Liggett's office (asst. principal). This Miss Seberger was insistent that I 
was not to wear that sweater, and I was insistent that I was going to wear it. 


Miss Liggett listened to Seberger and then she talked to Mary Ban, and Mary told 
her no, she doesn't want to take it off. So, Miss Liggett said she doesn't want 
to take it off, she doesn't have to. But that was a big hullabaloo. We were in 
the hall and she was pulling up and I was pulling down. 


12] 
“--...as far as math, Ii cou P11 the math work, just not knowing any....from day one, 
not knowing any English you could do it once they put the problem on the board. 
If they speak it, then you're in trouble. 


---The first semester, I was supposed to pass into Zaeeeethey put me in 3-b..../1 

was supposed to pass into 3=A and so when she was writing my grades, and ''rPromoted 
to Grade......'' she wrote 3-A + because that gave you half of a semester credit... 
if you went to summer school. She says, "You going to summer school?" I says, ''Yes.'! 


~--AE Emerson...they were studying South America....the geography class...and...well, 
we went to Emerson about ten days, didn't we? 


-—-Something like that. 
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_---Yean. And by that time, 1 was picking up a little bit...eEnglish. So, I don't 
know how,the teacher wanted me to go to the blackboard..e.eweil, I knew the material, 
‘cause I had it in -urope already but I didn't know how to speak it. So she asked 
me to, I guess, with the pointer to outline the country we were studying. So i 
went and got the pointer and started pointing, and I started talking. Well, my 
pronunciation was European..e..komanian..$cause it sounded...and everybody turned 
around and watched. And i thought I'd sit down. She said go on. so iI started 
telling the mountains and tne rivers and the cities and pronouncing them the way 

I knew....and I recited the whole lesson. Then the teacher turns around and says, 
“Does anybody have anything to add?! And a boy says, ‘No, she told everything." 


---eeeeand I see on the stage...a bunch of kids, jumping... 


---Kindergartes. 


+++ jumping and playing with the bdloons, and who should I spot but Titi (Danny). 
And he was hopping. His first day, and he was on the stage. 


---First day at Emerson, he was on the stage. They had a program. 


---And then he comes home....''0h, tmny-sohn, oh, Emmy=sohn, oh, Emmy-sohn'' (Uh, 
Emerson, oh, tmerson, Uh, tmerson). 


---That's wnat he learned. They evidently had to learn the Emerson SChadl songeec,y 
w--and they were singing it, that's all he picked up....Uh, Emmy~sohn... 
w--++eewhich way do you leave the building? You don't know. 

---because you can't make yourself understood. 

---iio, I was lost the first day.I wentese. 

---Yean, you knew you couldn't ask. 


---Yeah, but I didn't know which way, how to go home. And three little fellows from 
my class says, ‘Come on. ‘‘Uo you have a locker?" I says yeah, and they came with 
me and they opened the locker and they helped mee "Now where do you live?" 

So I told them....on Virginia. ‘''Come on.'!' So all three of them took .me home. 

I didn't Know how to go home, because I was lost, with the big building and all 


those kids and tnen going to school, he (George) would take us to scnool until we 
learned which way to go. 


---You were seared in other words? 
i =-Well, I was frightened. I don't know which way to go. Lost. 


_==-As I remember it, it seemed to me the children at Emerson were more Triendly 

and more concerned about a strange person than at Froebel. Now, you would think 
at Froebel it would be the reverse since they were of rather recent immigrant stock. 
At tmerson from day one, as I said we were only there maybe two weeks, there was 
at least one youngster, one little fellow, he was always eating licorice, black 
licorice, and he insisted on passing it, and he always made sure that I got to the 
classes and really knew where I was going. He really took an interest to know, and 
some of the other children would talk and ask you and try to help you. 


We came to Froebel and 
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_ =--and no way, none of them wanted to have anything to do with you. it was a little 
bit of ....it seemed to ime like a blight for them to get involved with somebody 
fresh out of Europe, that didn't know how to speak English. They left you alone. 
This is my impression. 


---Now the kids would get up from their seat and come and show you the page, noint 
the line....very helpful. 


---They were helpful, very helpful. 


---But at Froebel, no. wWone of that. You were on your own, buster, and you just 
find your own way. 


---And maybe that was just as good an experience as not. 


george ---Well, we left here in June, I think. The name of the ship was Lafayette, 
§ wasn't it? And we arrived in, I think, LeHavre, France. 


---esemy birthday on the Lafayette. 
---Vid you have a party? 
an NOe 


---well, then we went by train to Komania. .ees.in Buchurest i went to a school 
called Sf@ntul Ghiorghe (St. George) and there I had a fight with some kid, you 
know, and evidently they told my parents that they didn't want me anymore. 


---Uh, they did not. Ma took you out. 


——-wWell, anyway, I was transferred to Sfantul Sava (St. Sava)....the last year I was 
there, and then we came back to America. And I remember we left, it was winter 
time, latter part of Uecember. and we left Constanga, it was cold, but when we 
came to ureece, they stopped at a port called, I think, Pireaus, where they were 

. loading big bales of figs. i remember staying on the ....there on the boatece. 
watching how they were loading the bales of figs. 


Then in crossing the ocean, we had rough weather. I used to stay out there in 
the gangway and watch the waves.s...ooo00oh, way up high. We came to, I think, it 
was Providence, kKhode Island, and from there we came to Gary. i remember we 
stopped here at this old passenger station. 


---The C&0? 

---Baltimore... 

---it's on the other side of the track. 

—_The 6607 (Same railroad station -— 8&0-Cé0) 


=—-4nd of course, we came to (Uncle) Meiu's and later on we came to 1225 Madison, 

and I started going to Froebel. Now at Froebel, I got through the first year, 

and then in '26 I started in playing football and I ended up on the scrimmage team, 
you know, where everybody practices on you. Well, that cured me of football. Then 
later on I turned to band. Now what instrument do I play? I don't know any. So, 
Mr. Warren, he was the band teacher, he says "Bass horn.'' He gave me a sousaphone. 


> 
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_ «=-in the office there (small room next to band room) I was supposed to learn how 
to play. Anyway, I got to learn how to play pretty good and i joined the band. 
Every now and tnen they used to have a parade down Broadway or play for football. 
in '28 tne band won the State Championship. 


-——That was the Froebel band. 


---Froebel band. «snd that same year we went to Joliet. They had a National contest, 
and Froebel came out number three. Sut then they also had contests for cornet 
players, clarinet players, you know, cach category. So i entered bass contest, and 
the judges were John Phillip Sousa and Goldmam and I can't remembe the third one, 
but they were three prominent band leaders throughout tne country. i won a gold 
medal there, you know, first place. what happened to it, I don't know. I got to 
ask some of my nieces what they did with it. 


Anyway, lot of boys that were in orchestra and little bands, if they needed a bass 
player, ''tiey, weorge, come on.'' «and i'd get paid, maybe five dollars, ten dollars. 
Later on it got to be i was making fifteen dollars every time I played. 


---fhis was dance music. 


---Uance music. You know, those days, they nave to have that big oompa-—pa, oomp—pa. 


---(rererring to his meda 
( i hi dal) 
----just like my battle ribbons. They're ali.... 


---well some of tnem you gave away to Uanny George. (nephew) 
---Could be, I don't know. 
---You gave him a lot of things. 


---The word got around to the other bands. There were a lot of bands around here. 
And every time they needed a good bass player, they'd get ahold of me. It got so 
I'd be playing at least four nights every week, and it got to be fifteen dollars 
every time I played. Now, I used to come home about two or three o'clock in the 
morning and the first thing I'd do was go to the closet, you know, where Ma had 
her purse hanging on the nail, and I'd put the money there. Then I'd go to bed. 


Well, in those days, Pa used to make five dollars every pay, just to be kept on 
the payroll. And you know, I never kept track of money. What the heck. Well, 
once Ma said, you know how much money you made this month? I sayS, no, I don't 
know. She said, ‘You made 3260.'' To me it didn't make any difference. 


Anyway, i got to play with the Illinois Steel Band, with the Moose Band, with the 
Elks Band, with the Italian-American Band. 


~--How did you have time for all that? 


---wWell, I spent most of the time in the evening, right? And you know when they had 
the WIND station in Gary? The Steel band, steel company band, was playing a 
concert. And I was there too. 

~--Was that the Carilico Band? 


---i don't know what they called it. 


“o 
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==...band leader. 
-—That was Carillco. 


; =--Some Polish fellow, I forget his name, but later on he changed it to Johnny Kay. 
(This band was taken over by Steve Almason) 


I played at the Armory (National Guard Armory). 1 played, you know, by the Lever 
Bros. ‘Green Mill‘' or something like that. 


_e--Gay Mill. (Gay Mill was located in Miller section of Garye The Green Mill 
referred to was another night club) 


j ---Ukay. Half the time I didn't know the name of the street, but I knew how to find 
- the place. I had this panel truck, hal f—ton truck, and 1 could put the big sousa— 
phone in there. ‘cause I used to borrow it from the Froebel School even thougn I 
didn't go there, they let me have it. but then, later on when I joined 113th 
Engineers, I used their bass horn. And then later on, I found a bargain, one of 
these E-flat tubas that you hold up. I paid fifteen bucks for it and I still got 
tikes 
p -=--And you played on that? How long did you keep this career of music up? 


---Five ,years, until the Musicians Union got after me. tither I join or I don't 
play so I didn't want to join. 


w-=30 then you quit. Haven't you been sorry? 


~--NO, NO. ‘Cause you know, the musician likes to be always all nighteeeseand this 
and thatece. 


---but a group of them had a radio program....musiceseesedance music and stuff....and 
you were on that. what was ....the Sunrise..e.ewhat was your theme song? 


---Sunrise Serenade, something like that? 
{ ==-Something with "Sunrise'' in it. How long was that on the air then? 


---i don't remember. Well, anyway, we had concentrated on the pop.(went into pop business) 


m==eeeWas set back two years. 

---when you came from turope, you were set back two years? Why? 

---I had to start here as a freshman. 

| =--He started high school. 

f =-When you came from Europe, you started high school? 

| =—<Yeah, freshman. 

f =--All right, so you had to go through high school again, what you had done in curope? 
tein’... two years....yeah. 


==You hadn't forgotten your English when you came back? 


NOt completely, no. 
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 ——but you had already completed that much schooling in Europe, and they set you 
, back to 9th grade here? 


mee NOe 
—--eeein third year high school. 


---How can you get that way? ‘'Clasa doua secundara (Class 2, secondary) is, wellee. 

in years would be like the sixth grade hereseeesix years. You have the four pri- 
mary and two secondaryees.eso that's six years of schooling right there. So, you 
were advanced more or less. I was put back even though I Ffinishedeccccce 


a=——''Liceu!! is what? eee eSeCondece 


---I was supposed to have been the valedictorian but what happened. I was having 
ROTC, and they promoted Chariie Magurean ahead of me in ROTC. I got mad and I 
told RUTC teacher where to head off. He wanted to throw me out of school com- 


pletely, and he went to Mr. Coons (principal) and I went there too. He wants 
Mre Coons to throw me out of school. 


Pp -—--This was in your senior year? 


---liy senior year. Well, Mr. Coons listened...ethis and tnat.....eand he Says he's 
going to take care of it..the matter. And he told the ROTC captain to go home. 

Take off, you know. Then later on, Mre Coons SaySeeeebdecause he knew the whole 

family, ne knew we were conscientious.e..ehe says he's not going to throw me out of 


school but he's going to give me a double F on ROTC course. So that brought me 
down really to third place. 


---wWell..second. 

---In that case, you didn't get to be either valedictorian or salutatorian. 
---Right. Well, later, Mr. Coons called me in the office and offered me a scholar-— 
ship. I believe it was called "Rhodes" and I never heard of it, didn't know 


what it was. Anyway, I turned it down. 


---I'll bet you're sorry today. 


---Well, maybe now I'm sorry. But then my interests turned to social life. I 
joined ''Pui de Lei'' (Lion Cubs — youth group) and Fr. Trutza was the priest then. 
And he encouraged me to join the theatrical group he had, and just about every 
week we'd have a little play to give. And, of course, i had to memorize the 


whole play. As a rule, these plays were comedies and the people really enjoyed 
these comedies. 


{ s=-Where would you present them? 

i s--As a rule it was here at the Romanian Hall on Adams Street. 
-~--Every week, you say? 

i -~--Just about every week. 


~. 


_seclon't you remember? About every night we'd have to rehearse. 


\ 
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Sewell, SUr@eesesit was rehearsal for that....and choireeeand one thing or another. 
: -——-vhat else did you do with the "Pui de Lei?" (Lion Cubs — youth group) 

=———-[hat's about iteceseceedidn't have time Torece. 

---were you at the very start of the “rui de Lei?! 


---Yeah, yeah, we were charter members. but we didn't ...eenever went to Cleveland 
or anything...beach parties....no ma'am. 


---tiow long were you a member of the "Pui de Lei?! 
—-Until ites... (disbanded - after Fr. Trutza left) 
-——The whole time? 

---Wait, wait, 


---denomimational meetings, groups.... and Episcopalians and with the Methodists 
wi th the Metnodi StSeececse 


-——Tellowshipece. 

---City Methodist (Church?) “ 

ew--eeetne choir sang, aid we did something or other.... 

m--Kignt, righteseeewithin the city, but not out. 

---but this was the choir. 

---ihe choir was separate from the “rui de Lei?!! 

---I never belonged to the ''rui de Lei.'' 

-—-well, (it was) the same people. 

---He ought to teil you why he was so popular in the plays. Although he learned 
his parts, he decided to ad lib at tne »ost unexpected times, and tne rest of 
the cast just were not prepared for it, or...and their reaction was so spontaneous 


that it was very hilarious.....it was very hilarious. 


eseeewith him in the plays, and there were groups that were coming up from as far 
away as Indianapolis to hear the plays, to sit in on the plays. 


(Fr) Trutza chose these funny ones, and then he (George) would not follow script, 
he would ad lib.sat.peculiar times. 


---The hall was crowded. 
---I know. It was always full. 


¢ ---Just even, within the last four, five years, when I've been around, they've 
mentioned how they used to enjoy him. 


---Ax me what the plays were, but I forgot all of them. 


One of them was with the nailecee 
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——"'Cui-ul in casa. ‘4m un cui in casa." (The nail in the house. I have a nail 
in the house). 

- =—<<The story refers to this individual that sells his home, but he wants to retain 
some right. And all of the right that he wants is one nail. And he chooses the 
nail that he'seee..to hang his hat. 

---''Cui-ul in case." 

§ ---To hang my hat. on the nail, you know, when i come visiting. 

{ ---And it's a very funny little skit. 

-—-And you were the owner then. You were the one that sold the house. 


5 --~Yeah. 


p —<(Referring back to band playing days) You played with Ciulei? Boldi? John 
x Sufana? 


=-—-Yeah, and whe'ts the other one? 

---Boldi? You played with him? 

---boldi, yeah. 

-—-Was Charlie Magurean in your group? 

--~NO, he wasn't. 

7 ---Didn't you have a group just of young boys...from Gary? With a band? 


-—-The only group I belonged to was ''Pui de Lei?! But I didn't belong to any other 
groupe 


-—-After you got out of high school, did you join the 413th Engineers right away? 


=--Not right awayes.e.'cause I know it waSeeeel think that was aboutese.e.e1 was there 
three years. 


---In the Engineers (113th Engineers, National Guard) 


i =—Yeah, I got out of there, I think, in '34, so that's what....in '31 I janed. 
But in the meantime, i also got interested in community affairs. There was an 
association formed called the Eleventh Avenue Improvement Association, and of 
course, I became the secretary there. 


} What was the purpose of that group? 
i =———The purpose of that group was first, to lower the taxes because taxes were too 


high. And second to forestall as long as possible, foreclosures on homes because 
during the Vepression, there was foreclosures right and left. 


RGE, HELEN AND CORNELIA MAILATH Page 32 


_-=<-tverybody that was a homeowner in the Iith Avenue Subdivision was entitieéd to 
_ +become a member. 


---Wwhat were your dues? 

" ---The dues were a dollar a year. 

p =---UVid you accomplish anything with your group? 

-—-well, we managed to keep the tax rates stabilized. They didn't dare to raise them. 
And the foreclosures were kind of postponed until the heat was turned off. But 
later on they started foreclosing right and left. 


---tiow long did this organization exist? 


---Un, technically, it's still in existence, but it became inactive, I think, in 
about 1938. 


—- it started when? 

-—-Uh, it started, | think, in 1930...about eight years. 

_=—-You were in it for eight years? 

---Yeah. 

; -=--And were you secretary most of the time? 

---All tne time. 

id ---Then when there was an election in 1932, I decided to run for state representative. 
My platform was to pass legislation to put a moratorium throughout the’ state on all 
home foreclosures. well, i didn't make it because I only got, I think, 1505 votes 


and you needed at least 3000 to make it. 


=-—-You didn't campaign at all, really. 


---After high school, did you continue your education? 

---Yes, I went to Gary College for one year, to @.U. university for one year. 
mmo ee eLXTENSIONc cee 

---and then I went to Frurdue University for one year,and then I quit. 

=—-You went to Purdue University on campus? 

7 =—-On campus in West Lafayette. 

. —-Why did you quit? 

---I quit college to go back into business....ethe beverage distributing business, 


and I continued until December 1941 when I received a notice from the draft 
board that Uncle Sam wasts to give me a tour of the world. 


= ~—s000a jobeeee 


hat branch of the service did you go into? 
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—i entered service in April 1942 and I was sent to Jefferson Barracks to receive 

: basic training and from there I was sent to Bakersfield and from there I was sent 
to Santa Ana, California. and there, of course, the usual military activities 
took piace such as K.P. duty, guard duty, and later on I was assigned to be a 
drill instructor. and Ii got to be real good at it that the squadron that I taught 
would always win the pennant on Sunday as the best squadron. One day there was a 
car parked on the highway watching me drill the soldiers....the cadets, I mean. 

it turned out that this man in the car was the commander of the base. 


And then later on I was transferred to become the gunnery instructor. i was 
gunnery instructor for about a month. Then I was transferred to become a judo 
instructor. Later on I was transferred to become supply sergeant. Now when I 
became supply sergeant, I was a private. The commanding officer of the squadron 
says if I wanted to become the supply sergeant. i1 says i can't because I'm just a 
buck private. He says, sit down. And he says, ‘'Stand up, sergeant.'' I was 
promoted in a hurry. 


e--As an instructor, you were always a privateesese.e.. When you were discharged, what 
was your rank? 


---Staff seryeant. i was a staff sergeant for three years. 
---All the time in California? 


--—-Yes. I then became a supply sergeant for a group, and finally I became supply 
sergeant in charge of clothing for tine whole base. “Cause we used to process in 

and out 20,000 cadets a month. And then when the base became a distribution center, 
they cut out the cadet training, you koow, for pilots, bombardiers, navigatorse.ee 
and we were sent to the Fhilippines because then they decided the Philippines would 
be a supply base for the war against Japan. And what they did, they picked up all 
the supply sergeants that they figured were qualified to handle big volume and we 
were all shipped to the Fhilippines. 


-—-Where were you in the Philippines? 
-—-It's the southern part, big island called Leyte. 
} =--When were you discharged? 


---Uh, i was discharged January 2, 1946. 
---In 1947 we went into the beer distributing business and we were in business until 
1955 when we decided to yo in a different field of business wiiich was, shall I say, 
the Dorm Motel. Tpe motel business we operated for ten yearsee. 
---Until your illness. 
=---because I became il] and tnen when I came back, we never started (again). 
--Before 1920 they used to have band concerts on part of Froebel School and 
: people would sit on the lawn and listen to the concert. 
_s--where did this band come from? Was it the school band? 
_==-1 imagine it was the school band. i'm not sure, but i do know they had bands 


there playing in the evening. People would gather and sit on the grass and 
listen to the concert. 
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_ ==-Something else that might be of interest to the younger people is the fact that 

the school used to have various nights for the community. Une night would be 

band concerts. Uther nignts would be various movies or community nights of various 
kindse And the families enjoyed those. 


-—-Yean, i remember those. 
---They'd singe..sing-along nights...coumunity singSe 
—--Was thiSee.e.was there any admission? 


—--NO. At the auditorium. And it was a very pleasant experience. I reinember 
going there, and I remember the fact, as one individual, Miss Harter (Mrs. William 
A. Wirt) would be at the door and she'd shake hands with and greet everybody. She 
would pretty much know everybody in the communitye. «nd it was really a community 
feeling among all these various groups that decided to settle in this area. 


---Then would the place be pretty well filled? 


---Un, yes . 


---It was fantastic. 
---liow do you remember the exhibitions they would have either on the Froebel field 
or at Gleason vPark when we had the zouave drilseecee 


w—-seeezouave drills...well, we'd have Field Uays what they would call them, I 
believe. Way back before the twenties they had something of that sort on the 
front lawn of Froebel School including the little kindergaeteners and first 
graderseces 


-—-Who would put on these productions? 

---The schools. The schools would get together. Now for instance, Froebel School 
would have their group, Emerson would have their group, and we would all meet at 
Gleason and perform together. (Gleason Field was at 4th & Virginia). 


---You were in the groups that performed? 


Hl ———YESeee 


——-A1] the kidseeeewithin the school...-drills.e..-zOuave drills. 
=--.e-drilis of some sort...zouave drills. 


---Was it a military type of drill? 

---Formation and calisthenics and.... 
~—-se.associated with the gym class? 

---For Field Day.... 

-—-Well, anyway, the parents would come. 

_ “=seeewe had to have white blouses and red ties. 
_s=s=and bloomers. 


‘ ==-Was it bloomers? Black. 


=-This was before you went to Europe? 
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| —After you came beck? 

z= was little when I went...ethis was after. 
| =--This had to bess... 

, ---After1925. 

Be —....like 1930,.'31 


_«--No, this was before '30 they had this. In there, in that time...sbut exactly 
WNEN cece 


: ---Well, because you graduated in '30. 
---And it was for all ages? Was it restricted to girls? 


j =--Now that,I can't remember. 


-—-At any one time on the field, I think it was all girls, at any one time on 
the field. 


| —Did boys have groups drilling too? 

_eeeWell, I can't remember that....se.ethe field was just full of kids....in unison. 
ane all had to have white blouses, red ties... 

| meee oli ddiesece. 

---it must have been citywide then. 


«Yeah, it was citywide from all the schools. And then, it seems to me, like on 
a platform would be one teacher....it wasn't our teacher...that would give you 


the high signs and what to do. We knew what progression, how to march and turn 
around and eee. 


+-this boy walks in the class with some horn rimmed glasses and Mrs. Stewaet 
eyed him and he looked, walks to his seat. He noticed that she was eyeing him 
so he puts his finger through the lens where it is and pulls his glasses off. 
And her eyes just about popped. 


—s=-You didn't mention that this is in the classroom and that's his algebra teacher 
or geometry teacher. 


| =—-Trigonometry. 


| -——-Very serious class. 


ee 
i 
if 
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Miscellaneous 


Ion (John) Mailath and Elena Nan Mailath had six children 


John, George, Helen, Cornelia, Aurel, Dan 


Five graduated from Froebel HighS chool 
Cornelia was valedictorian of her class 
She also graduated "cum laude" from college 
Cornelia and Helen operate Mailath's Pharmacy in Gary 


Helen is very interested and handy at tatting 
She has tatted tablecloths for each of her nieces 
So far has made 8 tablecloths and is working on #9 


Aurel works for U.S. Steel - lives in Crown Point 
Married — has two daughters — both graduates of Indiana State 
Norma — degree in special education 
married —- has three children - hssband is farmer inLebanon 
Margie — elementary teacher 
husband works for town of Plainfield 
one son 


Dan — wife Ethel - operate motel in Oklahoma 


Ethel is ak high school teacher -— degree from Okla schools 
They have three children 
Nancy — elementary teacher — married 
has two children - lives in St. Louis 
Oaneette —- elementary teacher — Tulsa 
Married —- 2 children 
Dan Jr — accountant - Qkla schools graduate) 
married — one child 


George, Helen, Cornelia — unmarried 


John and Pearl have four children 
Eileen -— Special Education degree from Indiana State 
employed by Indianapolis school system — unmarried 


Barbara - degree in computer science from Purdue 
works for Sears -— Chicago 
married — expecting first child 


Aurel George - degree in business administaation — Purdue 
in charge of quality control for Continental Can plant 
at LaCrosse, Wisconsin 
married — wife Sue medical technician — degree from Mich U 
expecting first child ane NOE 
Ronald — presently enrolled at Purede in electronics 
has worked for Inland Steel 
unmarried 


Mrs. Leuca: Let's see. Today is October 1. Oh-my~geodness; "October ~ts "1976 


and I'm at the March Agency, amé@ I'm talking to Mrs. Reaven and I'll be talking 


to Mr. Mike Marcovich about theweardy=-Leke=Geuntyeor early Indiana Harbor 


Romanians. You were born near Yewiri. Goco~ 

Mrs. Reaven: I was born in Otopesht. I imagine my brother would know exactly 
where. 

Mrs. Leuca: I could probably find that on a map. 

Mrs. Reaven: I think you are better off talking to my brother. 

Mrs. Leuca: Yes, sware: 

Mrs. Reaven: Because, see, Mike's been back to Romania several times. 

Mrs. Leuca: But now your father came here first. 

Mrs. Reaven: My father was in the States. 

Mrs. Leuca: How early do you think that was? 1890? 

Mrs. Reaven: Yes. We moved to Gary in 1940 after I graduated from high school. 
Mrs. Leuca: Did you graduate here at Washington? 

Mrs. Reaven: Yes. 

Mrs. Leuca: In those days in 1920 do you recall there being many Romanian 
youngsters in high school with you? 

Mrs. Reaven: No, not too many. Well, I don't know if you remember. Do you 
know Miss Sarah ? 

Mrs. Leuca: No, I don't. 

Mrs. Reaven: Don't you remember Dr. Hershkovich? 

Mrs. Leuca: Sure. 

Mrs. Reaven: Well, Sarah's mother was a Hershkovich. Of course they have 


changed it to Hersh now. 


Mrs. Leuca: Yes. 


= 


Mrs. Reaven: They were Romanians. 
Mrs. Leuca: I see. | 
Mrs. Reaven: Sarah is the only girl I can think of. Ofcourse I still speak ye Ov 
Mrs?" Léuca?’ “on tiy"'goodness. | 
Mrs. Reaven: Not very well any more. There is no one to speak it with. 

But the funny part I eemmet understand it. I get very angry at this Romanian 
tennis player. 

Mrs. Leuca: Wot Nastasi 

Mrs. Reaven: I don't like his cuss words. And the other night I saw Johny 
Carson. 

Mrs. Leuca: ae fe) e : 
I hope Mike remembers Harbor the way it was in the old days. They used to 
call this street "Cedar Street." 

Mrs. Reaven: It was Cedar Street and we had street cars, one going to Gary 
and one to Hammond. And you know where it used to go? It used to go as 

far as and Michigan Avenue. We had a street car going 

to Gary. Grand was Grape Vine. This was Beach Street. I'm trying to think 
of some of the streets. 

Mrs. Leuca: Well, you're helping me a great deal because d-was=worderiiy™ 
wey, I finally figured out, somebody told me that Cedar Street was Main 
Street, but Beach being Pulaski. 

Mrs. Reaven: It was Beach Street a long time. 

Mrs. Leuca: I didn't realize that. 

Mrs. Reaven: Your Romanian church was right here. 


Mrs. Leuca: That's right. We lived there. 


Mrs. Leuca: Now what we're looking for and no one has it, the old Romanian 
church that burnt down on Beach Street. 

Mrs. Reaven: No one has it. 

Mrs. Leuca: No. We're trying to find it for the 70th Anniversary. 

Mrs. Reaven: No pictures or anything? 

Mrs. Leuca: No. That's what we're looking for, pictures. 

Mrs. Reaven: I imagine your family will have some. 

Mrs. Leuca: No. Our church priest is searching. Of course, you weren't 
as aware in those days as Mr. Marcovich will tell me about the numbers of 
Romanian people. Especially the men who kept going back and forth. In 
those days it only $40.00 to $60.00. 

Mrs. Reaven: Don't forget that Mike was in the office with my father. 

I went to Washington from kindergarten to my senior year. I never went 

to any other school. 

Mrs. Leuca: Now Harbor as far as being started as a city, I'm going to 
have to go into the records, I think got started in 1901 or 1902 when 
Inland Steel first moved in. 

Mrs. Reaven: I don't know. I'm almost sure that my father came in 1903 (?). 


Maybey 4. I was born in November, 1902. 


Mrs...Leuca:...l have..aNevember-biLTTtndaye "Wher 's~youre? 


Mrs. .Reavent=—Mine-rsr6 . 
Mrs. Reaven:~ We're both Scorpios.  We!lre—beth—stubbern . 
rs. : ? 
Mrs. Reaven: Yes, Scorpios are very. obstinate ._Whetever—we-want-—-to.do,..we~dow 
That..s-whet—someone—totd-me. But, I'm sure my father, Mike would know more 


because being in with my father in the business. 


Mrs. Leuca: I just wish he had old pictures of the business and like Cedar 
Street in those days. 


Mrs. Reaven: But you know what happens when you move. You throw things away. 


Mrs. Leuca: September, 1903 the family came, but your dad was here. 

Mr. Marcovich: My dad was in Chicago. 

Mrs. Reaven: Tell her I was born without a father. He was in Chicago. 

Mrs. Leuca: Same way with me. I was born in Romania, dad came back here. 
Mr. Marcovich: In other words, you're interested in our family. 

Mrs. Leuca: I'm interested from this point of view, Mr. Marcovich, 

Mr. Marcovich: March, now, it's been March for 20 years. 

Mrs. Leuca: Actually, your family has been very much involved with Romanians 
from the standpoint that Romanian people came and went through and helped in 
businesses. 

Mr. March: But I mean if you want to know the history or the beginning, my 
father came here in 1902. 

Mrs. Leuca: To America 

Mr. March: Yes, he settled in Chicago and in 1903 he brought his family 

and there were 5 kids, right, 5 kids and my mother. We all came together. 

It took us about 6 or 7 weeks to get here because the kids got sick, they 

got chicken pox on the road and we were quarantined in Vienna or wherever 

it was and in those days it was a rough crossing. I can appreciate it but... 
Well anyhow, we were brought here under the auspices of the B iw Orth 
that's a Jewish organization. 


Mrs. Leuca: Yes, I've made lectures for them. 


Mr. March: And they brought the families, like, you know, like the Catholics 
do and so forth and so on and we came under their auspices. I think it was 
$50.00 a head or something like that. Very, very reasonable. And we came 

to Chicago and my dad opened up a Romanian restaurant with Romanian food. 

But some of the kids got sick and the doctor ges tee time told them to go out 
to the country and the closest country neti kn Sento out that there was a 
steel mill here, Inland Steel Company, and a lot of Romanian people were here 
and were working and he thought he would come over. So he came to Indiana 

Harbor in 1904. 

Mrs. Leuca: Now Harbor just started how long before that? 

Mr. March: Harbor started in 1900 or somewhere in there. And the only thing 

we had here was Inland Steel at that time and the sidewalks were wooden side- 

walks and where we're living now was wilderness. It was out in the woods. 

At 4lst street had a creek, Columbus Drive had a creek running through it, 

I used to go swimming there. From here on you can ask the questions. 

Mrs. Leuca: Now, the mill had just been started and there were still Romanian 

when you say there were Romanian people here. 

Mr. March: You had better check the mill. 

Mrs. Leuca: I am going to check the mill. Were they living more or less in, 

were there just shacks or boxcars? 

Mr. March: No, there were houses and they were usually boarding houses in fact 

we ran a boarding house in order to have Romanians around us. We had boarding 
houses that we controlled. Your uncle was in one of them. Stanciu was living 
in one of our boarding houses. 

Mrs. Leuca: Dad came a little later. His route took him from Youngstown to 
Hannibal, Missouri and the rock quarries, up to St. Paul and then he came here 


but he was here in the early 1920's. 


Mrs. Leuca: But before that, Vintilla was here in 1910. But there were boarding 
houses up and down Cedar Street. 

Mr. March : One of them I remember was very close to us. We used to live 
there and in the back we had a three story building and all three floors were 
separate, it was practically a boarding house because men used to come in 
those days, they came without their wives, very few wives and if they did come 
with their wives, they didn't stay long. That's what was the beginning of our 
businesses - immigration. 

Mrs. Leuca: But if they did sometime the women would start running a boarding 
house too. 

Mr. March: Oh yes. There wasn't a family that didn't start a boarding house. 
Mrs. Leuca: This Russell family, the Burgeon family, once they got here, the 
ones that didn't work in the mill would open up a grocery story and go from one 
boarding house to another taking orders and delivering groceries. 

Mr. March: So did Vintilla, your uncle did the same thing. I mean that they 
stood on the book, you know, from one payday to another payday. We didn't 

do it too long 

Mrs. Leuca: I want to get more to this immigration part and your interest in 
the traveling because actually I think many of the people didn't come from 
what I can gather and this is what I want to know from you. They came to 

make money and go back didn't they? 

Mr. March: Exactly. Before they came they owed a which means 
a mortgage. And they came here and my father on the strength of knowing who 
they are used to advance him the money to pay most of it to pay the mortgage 
off. They in turn would stay until they paid my father off. But the minute 
they paid my father off they'd throw that bucket as far as you could see and 


get the hell, get out of here and go back to Romania and I started to say 


that even the people that came here with their wives they made enough money 
to pay off the mortgages, their indebtedness and they took their children 
that were born here, there's plenty of people now that are over there in 
Romania that were born in the States. I have an occasion>= now with 
brother. They want to come for a visit and they are 

having a little problem. But they were born here. But he's lost his 
citizenship because he's voted there or whatever the case may be. 
Mrs. Leuca: I'm so glad you're bringing that out. Now getting back to 
the way he got started it was more or less because your father was 
conversing in Romanian and you English also and he moved his business 
from the restaurant business to a boarding house. How soon after arriving 
in the Harbor did he start changing his operation to going into what 
you're doing today? Slowly, or? 
Mr. March: Immediately because he had a friend of his that was in the 
steamship business in Chicago and he used to clear through this man or 
through this company... 
Mrs. Leuca: You don't remember the company at all or the steamship? 
Mr. March: Well, I don't remember exactly, I can get, if I do I'd be 
guessing and that wasn't very long and then he got his own ticket stock 
and he made a deal with American Express Company and 

and through American Express he start selling remittances you 
know what they call foreign remittances. But he had a home, sort of a 
saloon or sort of a bar, they call them bars now, in those days it was 
saloons and that was the hang out. That's the only relaxation that people 
had was to go and get their one or two beers and then next to it we always 


had our office. 


Mrs. Leuca: And that's the way people would hear about well do you want to 

do this... 

Mr. March: It wasn't a question of want it was a question of routine. Pay 
your bills and pay up the mortgage that you owe in Europe and then go home 
until you get in debt again then come back. Some people have made three, four, 
five trips. 

Mrs. Leuca: This is true. And also, records which are hard to come by to 
prove that so many Romanians came and of course most of them from Transylvania 
they were under Austria-Hungary and they wanted to get out. 

Mr. March: 95% of them. 

Mrs. Leuca: When they did come the large percentage, one year 280,000 
Romanians came from that area and 200,000 went back 

Mr. March: That is true. More went back than stayed. 

Mrs. Leuca: So there were a lot of Romanians here at one time because... 

Mr. March: A lot of Romanians never took out an American citizenships. 

We had a certain Romanian that was here for years and never went back, kept 
sending money to his wife, finally his wife had a child with another man over 
there and for shame he would never go back. He died here. 

Mrs. Leuca: There are a lot of these sad stories. In fact when my parents had 
a boarding house in the later days, you had mostly boarders who just never 
bothered to go back; left families there. 

Mr. March: But they kept close ties with their families. They sent money 
religiously. I've never, now that I'm a little older and experienced, I've 
never seen a family so closely knit as the Romanians as far as helping. 

Even today, to this day you have people who don't even know their relatives 


they just know that they are relatives and they keep sending money. 


Mrs. Leuca: That's amazing. 

Mr. March: It is amazing. 

Mrs. Leuca: I just wish your dad had maybe kept a record of the names of 
some of these people that he had that through the years you know went back 
andnforth ior. «. 

Mr. March: Well, I don't remember the names but quite a few did. Moldovan 
is a common name. They went back and forth. John Moldovan and the Nans. 
Oh there's quite a few. They all came from different areas and that's where 
their problem used to be. You couldn't get different areas. There was 
Nikvasasa, Tuluge, Sol. 

Mrs. Leuca: And the Sibiu area mostly. 

Mr. March: And Sibiu and that's...They used to be sort of clanish and stick 
together. 

Mrs. Leuca: Well, in fact my father's town, which is still a small town, 
Sebesh, well, they would meet every year at 4th of July for a picnic and 
there's a word "consenten" - someone who's from the same village. Well, 
all you had to be was from the same village and you're a relative. 

Mr. March: That's exactly right. 

Mrs. Leuca: I couldn't get over this. 

Mr. March: It was closely knit between the people because most of these 
people did not come from cities. They came from towns. 

Mrs. Leuca: I'm amazed. 

Mr. March: Now I went over there in the 20's and in those days you had 

to go by cart, oxen from one town to another town and I would stay at these 
people's homes and I would be treated like a relative. 


Mrs. Leuca: Because you were the person that sent them this money. 


Mr. March: No, they knew that the relationship was there. It so happened 
that anything that they wanted in the way of advice, regardless of what it 
was, my dad was attorney, he was a legal advisor, he was their funeral 
advisor, whatever it was he did everything for them; made their papers, 
translations and so forth and so on. He was well loved I can tell you that. 
Mrs. Leuca: I know that. I knew that just from my parents I mean you have 
to remember now that this has been I don't recall what year your dad passed 
away. 

Mr. March: 36 

Mrs. Leuca: 36. That was the next year we went to Europe. 

Mr. March: Did you ever see those pictures? 

Mrs. Leuca: Listen, they're beautiful. I'm going to get together with people 
at the church. Their families now, their women and people there, their 
children are alive today and when they look back you know look at that ... 
And you know what I did.... I made a copy so that I would have you know if 
you run it through it's going to get brittle. But do you know what I'm going 
to do with your copy, I'm going to make photos out of different stillshots 
because if you see one person like Mrs. Breaz she's been gone a long time 
Emil would like to have a picture of his mom or of his little sister. There's 
a picture of a woman, Mrs. Chokena, she's got two sons. Emil is there on 
that picture; he'll love to see that. 

Mr. March: There was a Mrs. Popp too. Do you remember? Good-looking woman 
I remember. I think she's married for the second time. Her husband was 

with her. 

Mrs. Leuca: Then there’s Mrs. Eliesiu. She was on there with her husband 


and brought back two boys. I was amazed; some of them went on trips to go 
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bring the rest of their family back. They left children there. 

Mr. March: John Lasora family was a big family. They had quite a few pillars, 
what we call stable people. The Constantine family. 

Mrs. Leuca: When we get to this business of the Romanian people traveling back 
and forth, they did this almost constantly. 

Mr. March: Absolutely. They would go in crowds you know. It wasn't just a 
question that John was going alone, Steve would say wait a minute, I'll go 
with you. In those days you didn't need formalities, you just picked up 

and went. 

Mrs. Leuca: Not very much to pick up. 

Mr. March: No, you could even come without a passport. They weren't necessary. 
To go 20, 30, 40, 50 in a crowd was nothing. Then they'd put a little tag on 
them and somebody would meet them in New York and then they'd overnight them 
because sometimes the ship left at noon and we couldn't get there by noon and 
then they'd be on their way, they'd be tagged all the way to their home town. 
Mrs. Leuca: Did you ever have some arrive here with tags to come to see your 
dad? 

Mr. March: Oh, sure. We'd bring them. We're still bringing them. 

Mrs. Leuca: And that's maybe another story and what I'm going to do, Walter 
is waiting for me, is what I hope you could do I don't know how far back your 
records go. 

Mr. March: We don't have any records. It's all up here, because we were 
burnt out. You know that. What kind of records would you want? 

Mrs. Leuca: In the old days you wouldn't have any idea of the numbers of 
Romanians that were handled in a period of time. 

Mr. March: No. 

Mrs. Leuca: What about Missler. Was that a company? Missler Company. 


A boat company, steamship company out of Germany? 


-ll- 


Mr. March: It wasn't a company, it was just an office who took care of a 
lot of immigrants. You know we had our own office in Romania. It sounded 
something like Missler that was our... 

Mrs. Leuca: Because my husband's father came over and he's got this card 
I'll have to bring this folder. 

Mr. March: Well that's how we used to do it. Instead of sometimes buying 
a ticket in New York like they do today, we used to buy it in Bucharest 
that way we used to get it for them a little cheaper. I would say that 

the people we brought over came over on credit. We brought them over without 
money. 

Mrs. Leuca: Now, what I'm going to do is listen to the tape, get some more 


questions come back, in the meantime if you have any... 


ae te oe 


Mareh*+22, 1977 
Tape Number 6 
Interview With Mary Lazar Metz 


By Mary Breaz 


This is Mary Breaz interviewing Mary Lazar Metz at her 
home on March 21, 1977. 

Mary, would you tell us as much as possible about your 
mother and father's backround in Romania and how things were 
when they came to America? 

Well, all I can say will be mostly on my mother's side 
because my first father, John Lazar, died when I was young. 
Mom left with her mother, Mrs. Rosia Christia, in 1909 to 
come to America, and they didn't arive until 1910. They came 
right to East Chicago, Indiana, because at that time, that was 
where most of the Romanians settled down, on both Block and 
Pennsylvania Avenues. The reason they came here was my grand- 
mother was a widow and had two sons and four daughters, so she 
took my mother, who was the in-between child, and came to America 
to better their lives, and to settle down here. Some had come 
to start a life and send for their families. Well, all she did 
was come and start a boarding house, later on sending for the 
Oldest daughter, Mrs. Anna Madria. They helped her with the 
boarding house, which was a big thing in those days. 

My mother met my dad, he was already here in America, and 

his name was John Lazar, and he was a policeman. They got married, 
Mom was very young when she got married, which wasn't uncommon 
in those days. The life at that time was very vague to remember 
except knowing I had a brother, John, apd Zack, who is deceased, 
and myself. Mom used to tell us that life was very hectic being 
a policeman's wife. Then my dad died in 1923 and left my mother 
avery young widow with three small children. 


We had a little store connected eith our home on Block 
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Avenue, and Mom had a tavern on Ist. That's where she met my 
dad, Elie Sirbu from Gary, Indiana, because he used to come to 
work at Inland Steel and stop in. He also had a brother, George, 
who always came over, apd&k that's the part of life I remember 
with my second dad. 

Through our childhood, I can remember everyone in our 
neighborhood, like the Gaghia's and the Madria's and the Misora's 
and Miga's and you name them, used to get hogs from the farms 
and would take turns eash week helping clean them up and then 
sit down and have mamaliga and carnati and fried pork chops 
stuffed with cabbage. On Easter, they would always get a lamb 
and we'd go through the same process. 

Them the depression came and I #@ can remember how we all 
would pile in our old Dodge and go down to the end of the bdock 
and pick up coal and ice and haul them back on steel wheels 
with a board across them to act as a wheel barrel. Sometimes, 
when they went out for coal, the young ones would have to stay 
home. But there was one thing you didn't see in our parents 
or the surroundin g neighborhood, even though we went through a 
hard depression, our parents were very proud people. They did 
whatever they could to give us food and not to let us know how 
bad they were suffering or we were suffering. We went to school, 
we attended school, and it was newer interrupted. 

I can remember my oldest brother, Johnny, had the opportunity, 
since he was such a good baseball player, to go to a baseball 
farm. He would ceme home after pitching and Ks would lose alot 


of weight, and I can remember how Johnny used to get the cream 
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and Mom would give him peaches and everything and we'd all wait 
to see if we'd get anything that was left just to fatten him up. 
Inthose days the boys, like the ones my brothers' age, were 
very good in school and sports. They really had Washington 
High School going, they were always good in swimming and other 
sports like baseball. 

When I grew up, our parents were very much in raising us 
with a Romanian culture, that was one thing in common with 
everybody in the neighborhood. We used to attend weddings and 
dances and we always used the Romanain dancing and singing. In 
fact, we were sent to Romanian shhool where we were taught (the 
girls) to embroider and we used to burn designs on old cigar 
boxes, those beautiful wooden cigar boxes of soft wood, and 
learn to paint. Then Professor Bancia came and we were sent there, 
I remember how he used to put my brother kneeling on corn 
because they were always a lot out of order. We learned to 
decorate eggs. I had and uncle, Christi, that when we used to 
go to my grandmother's house, she used to have an old wooden 
stove, and he used to show us how to melt candle wax and decorate 
eggs. We always did that every Easter, which is now becoming 
very popular again. 

My uncle, John Madria, was the one who owned a car first. 
And I can remember we all used to get in his old Rio and drive 
to Chicago to visit relatives there, and then we would take 
other drives and go on picnics off of Ridge Road in what is 
Highland and picnic over there. 


Then, with my secong dad, my brothers Johnny and Zack 
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graduated from Washington and in the meantime, Mom had my 
sister, Elizabeth, in 1929. I remember her being born at home, 
where everybody had their children, with the help of the old 
midwife that lived on Guthrie Street, I can't seem to remember 
her name, but she was sure known for that. We used to go to 

a Doctor on Pennsylvania Avenue. 

All our fathers worked in the mill. I remmeber how in the 
summertime, we would all take our fathers' buckets, becuase they 
would all sit outside and converse and sing, and we'd go 
with our fathers' buckets that they all took to work and go to 
the tavern a few doors down that was run by an old Serbian and 
get beer for 25¢ and bring it home for them to drink 
while they were reminicing. I remember how we used to take 
walks through the old inland Steel Plant #1 and get water and 
bring it back because they used to have a well there. 

All of us children graduatedz from high school. I graduated 
in .1936, and at that time my aunt had a store, so we were send 
th Brian And Statton School. Worked a few years after finishing 
school as a secretary in Chicago. At the time I was working 
in Chicago, I met Peter, who lived next door after moving from 
Aurora, and in 1939, I was introduced to him, which I paid 
him little interest because I was too interested in going to 
church and my gang. Then we took to each other, even though the 
whole neighborhood knew when I was going to get a ring and my 
whole love agfair. So, in 1940, with the backing of my family, 
we got married and had the reception in Mmcu's Hall, which was 


a pretty popular place to have it at. 
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I had theee children, Mary Louse, Peter Allen Metz and 


Florence Jean. We belong to the RAY"S group, which was a very 
cultured group and still is one. We learned how to make blouses 
at Mary Such's house and we had a contest. I remember I just 


came out of the hospital with Florence and enterdd my béouse 
and I got secong prize because the judges liked the red and black 
one instead of the blue and gold one. 

My children have had romanian taught to them all along, 
when they were in a dance group, just like today,my boy's youngest 
girl, Chrissy, was in the dance for St. Geotge's big doing. 

Peter is still connected with Inland Steel, he worksx in the 
coal strip. My three children are happily married and we have 
eight grandchildren among us. We still try to follow the culture 
as much as we can teach them, and we stiil keep together with all 
our Romanian friends and still attend one another's childs' wedding 
or baptism just like our parents did years ago. 


Than you very much, Mary, for giving us all this information. 


Mrs. Mary Miller (Morariu) Interviewed Page 1 
Born By Pearl Mailath 


: 
‘ 
. Pearl--When did you come to this country? 


| Mrs. M.--In January, I can't say what day..... 
| P. ---That's all right - From Europe you left in January? 
M. ---After Christmas....I came in January, 1921. 
P ---Do you remember what ship? 
M ---I think it was Fiedland..... Friedland 
P ---Where did you take it" 
M ---From Belgium....... Belgium.... 
Pr ---From ....But it was winter? How long were you on the water? 
M ---One week, I think. Yes, one week...about...we were on the water. 
P ---How did it happen you decided to come? 
M ---My brother brought me. I had a brother here. I had a brother and he 


wanted to bring me. I got ready to come here because everyone said I 
would stay awhile and then go back.....but I never returned. 


P ---How many in your family? 

M ---How many in our family? Six. 

P ---And where are you....the oldest the youngest? 

M == G, 1" Mess 0s after me there is one more. There was, I'm the fourth,.... 
tre "ET StH Ss Ss because I have a sister in Buchurest...she's younger 

r. ---But only you and your brother came to America? 

M ---Here...I also had a sister, but she died...in Canton, Ohio. 

P ---From what village are you? 

M ---FromGrid - Brasov. Now it's Brasov, then it was Fagaras. 

rs ---Oh, and how..? Did your brother send you the money? 

M ---He sent me the "shifcarte"' ----the trip was paid for all the way to here 
in Gary. 

r. ---He was in Gary then? 

M ---Yes, he lived in Gary. 


lg ---When you arrived, in New York, was anyone there to meet you? What happened? 
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M ---When I arrived, nobody was waiting for me. I wanted to get off at 
Garret§ Indiana. But the conductor stopped me....that Gary isn't there. 
When I heard "Garrett" I thought it was "Gary." But until he took my 
ticket....he told me the best he could....I couldn't understand him...so 
he set me off the train..... I didn't know anything....couldn't speak (the 
language). So, when I got off (the train), there was a taxi, and I 
showed the address and he took me to my brother...... at night...it was 
dark....I don't remember when I arrived. Nobody was waiting for me. He 
(my brother) knew I was coming, but he didn't expect me then. My brother 
wasn't home,only my sister-in-law. He was in jail...in those days they 
made moonshine, and they had caught him with moonshine, and he came 
home the next day. I arrived in the evening, and he returned from 
jail in the morning. They had been caught with moonshine then. 


It was strange for me....but here people are intelligent...they can come 
and take you from here to there, and you don't have to know anything. 
(meaning....someone who does not understand or speak the language can 

be directed clear from New York to Gary to the right place without mishap). 


In the taxi (in Gary) there also were some people..I don't know what 
nationality they were, Bulgarian or something....they didn't speak Romanian. 
So, from New York I came alone, from''Kesselgart" (Ellis Island). I was 
there a few days...until they crossed us over to New York. They check 

you over and your baggage and everything. 


P ---They give you a health examination? 

M ---Health, yes. 

14 ---Did you get any shots or anything? 

M ---No, I didn't get anything. But after we got in New York, they gave us a 


packet for one dollar....food for the road. So, I gave a dollar and 
they gave me a package of food...to have on the train. 


P ---Were you afraid? When you saw you were alone? 


M ---No, I wasn't afraid. I thought....where are they taking me? They 
will have to take me someplace. I don't wmmember how I got on the right 
train...except they don't let you....if you have your ticket, they won't 
let you get on (the wrong train) here (in this country). I went like 
someone going somewhere and you don't know where you're going. 


P ---How old were you? 

M ---I was about 18 years old when I came to this country. 

1 ---When you arrived, did you know yoursister-in-law? 

M ---No, I didn't know her: ---neither my brother. I could hardly recognize 


him. He left as a young man from home....1 was small. 
P ---How long since you had seen him? 


M ---He came...he was when he came....one of my uncles brought him over here. 
in America....he was 16 years old only. 
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P ---He is still living? Where is he? 

M ---He's still living.....in the village 

P ---He went back? 

M =—=YEB. 

P ---Then how long had it been since you had seen him? 

M ---I hadn't seen him....I was little. He's older by six years. I must 


have been about 9 or 10 when he left. 


P ---Then you went to the address, and...... 
M ---I went to that address, and..... only she was home and she had a little 
Girl, os moet His....<.. Ls) gf ene ee and a little boy that belonged to my 


sister....the one from Canton, Ohio. She (sister in Canton) went to 
Europe with her husband....he came the same time I did only on another 
ship...he came on the Zealand. He took that ship and I left a few days 
later. I took the Friedlander (?)....and her boy stayed with my brother 
until she came back. And they (her sister and husband) couldn't come 
together because....my sister got caught by a strike...a train strike.. 
and he had to come because his time was up. She came a week later... 
and their little boy stayed with my brother until she came from Europe. 


P ---What kind of an impression did you have when you got here? 
M ---Well, to tell the truth, after I came here, I didn't like it. For a long 
time I was sickly....the climate or what....I seemed to be..... I felt 


dizzy, and it was a long time until i felt well, you know. I didn't like 
it. To tell the truth, I didn't like it in this country. I would have 
gone back immediately after I got here....but you get used to things. 

I got used to it. 


P ---What did you do then? 


M ---When I came, Nick Roman's parents---you know Nick Roman,...Nick Roman's 
parents got married. They had the wedding Saturday. I had just come 
from Europe the day bebre, and they came to invite me to go to the wedding 
as a bridesmaid. [I didn't want to go. I didn't know anybody. But 
we went to the wedding anyway. Nick's mother and Nicolae Roman...you 
know (NizpiaexRemanxmaxxiedxNirkisxmethexxxxsBEsnedxmaxxiagexkxxkimi 
(Nicolae Roman's second marriage) Nick's mother was a sister to Mrs. 
Polosan, and then they got married. A beautiful wedding. Then there 
were a lot of people from Europe...at the table the boys served,all 
boys...not a single girl served. 


P Where was the dinner served 

M At the Romanian Hall---on Adams....They cooked downstairs and brought it upstairs 
like they did all the time....it was fine....We went to the wedding.... 
Saturday ‘night. 

P ---Were the weddings the same? 

M ---Yes...food, with a dance. Yes, dance, because there were a lot of these 


people who had come from back home. One by one they went back to Europe. 
They didn't get married here...they went back home. 
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P ---Why did they return? 

M ---I believe that many did not want to gay here. Just like my brother..... 
after I came, they didn't get along...he and his wife divorced..... and 
he said he wanted to go back home. Then, after he went back, he regretted 
Le. 


Most of the ones who returned were sorry that they hadn't stayed here. 

The war came, and it was bad. The communists came....they lost everything 
they had, poor people. That's why I think most of them....all those who 
came here came to earn a lot of money and go back home. That's how I 

came too. I thought I'll go there (to America) for a few years because 
there you can earn a lot of money and I'll go back...to Romania...I never 


went back. Now I wouldn't want to live there (in Romania) anymore. 
P ---After you arrived at your brother's, did you stay there all the time? 
M ---After I came from home, my brother bought a restaurant across the 


street from the Romanian Hall. Jim (Achim) Dumitru owned that house. 
..-and he bought the restaurant and kept it for a while and I worked 

in the restaurant....I helped them there in the restaurant...Afterwards, 
they moved from Gary. They moved to East Chicago. They bought a tavern. 
They had a tavern in East Chicago. He stayed in East Chicago a few years. 
Then they sold it and came back (to Gary). 


Also, I got married in East Chicago. In August I got married...... in 
1921....I got married in East Chicago. John, my husband, would come with 
the South Shore to East Chicago Saturday when he didn't work. He'd come 
with the South Shore and stay until the last one and then he'd go back 


to Gary. 
P ---What was your brother's name? 
M ---Machedon Urdea 
P ---You met your husband in Gary? How long did you know him? 
M ---I met him in Gary. I knew him for 6/7 months...not quite since January. 


I met him...this way...then they used to make baskets and they'd go to 

the hall. The women would make the baskets (fill them with food) and 
they'd auction them off there. They'd put them there and cover them and 
they'd auction them off. Those who bid the highest would get them and 
they'd all eat together. There would be tables...and I also took a basket 
and he (John) bid on my basket, and from then I knew him. There was 
dancing afterwards after we ate. From then I knew him. It probably 

was six or seven months when we got married. 


P ---Do you remember what the paid for the baskets? Nickel, dime? 
M ---No, I don't remember. 


---Whatever they did at the hall...it was the society...the Treicolorul 
The money remained there...these were money raising socials. 


P ---From where was your husband? 


M ---He's from Tarnava Mica, from Hundorf 
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P ---When did he come to this country? 
M ---He had been here a long time...I don't know except he must have been 


young....about 16 or so. When we got married....he was 11 years older 
than me....I was 19 when we got married and he was thirty. 


(4 ---Was he married before? 

M ---No. 

4 ---Did he work in the mills? 

M ---He worked in the factory...here...€in Gary)....he worked a while, then 


he worked...and at the end he worked at Inland Steel. 


P ---When did he die? 
M ---Let me see, it's 22 years...he died..... TORREY s.0.63.578 
P --That makes it 1954. No, didn't he die the same time my father died? 


Weren't they both there at the same time? (at the funeral parlor) 


M ---No, it was Mary Magurean (Petru's wife) that died then. They were both 
dead at the same time. He died at night and Fr. Lazar was at our house and 
there was a phone call that Mary Magurean had died in the morning. She had 
had a heart attack. 


When Adrienne was born, John died..... 
Adrienne, when were you born? (Answer: 1954) (Adrienne is granddaughter) 


P ---You had only one daughter...you had no other children? 
M ---No, only Lenuta. She was born in 1925. (Helen) 
She has two children. Chuck, (Charles) who is married, living in Crown 


Point, has one daughter, Alexis, 3 years old. 


Adrienne, student at Purdue... Pharmacy. 


P ---Where did you work? 

M ---I worked....I went to get a job after I got married....at the cement plant. 
I worked only one day. I had to buy overalls for $3.00, and I didn't 
work because I didn't like the dust. Oh, they put me at the sacks..... 


when they shook them, all the dust would fly in my face. I worked one 
day and I wouldn't go back. I just paid for my coveralls. Then I 
worked later. I worked in the factory at sorting (tin) in the mill 

and at separating the sheets. There, but not long, it's good they 
transferred me....to sorting. (In separating) I had to take the sheets. 
Mrs. Radu worked there too....George Radu's nother....I had to lift the 
sheets on my knees and hit them with a piece of steel on one corner 

so I could separate them. I was all black and blue all over my legs. 

It was so hard there....and I didn't work there anymore....only one week. 
Then they put me to sorting and there I liked it. Then we went to West 
Virginia. 
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M ---We went (to W. Va.) in about 1922...because my sister was in West Virginia 
and there was a new mill there, a sheet mill. My husband said he shouk go 
there, it would be better. He was a roller. And he'd earn more money. 

So we went and stayed with my sister one year. He (husband) didn't like 
it. So we came back to Gary, and we stayed in Gary....didn't move anywhere 
else. One year we were in West Virginia. 


P ---You worked before you went to West Virginia? 

M ---Yes, I worked in the mill before we went to West Virginia. 

P ---You didn't have Lenuta then? 

M ---No, I didn't have Lenuta until 1925 when I had her. 

P ---You didn't work later? Agter she was born? 

M ---Oh, yes, I worked in the mill in the restaurant after that. Wait, I 


didn't work when Lenuta was small. She was more....I worked at the National Bank 
(Gary National). I worked when she was about 12 years old....Then I started 
there. 


I worked in the restaurant before that...in the mill...until I got sick 

and tHen I didn't go anymore. We worked turns. I worked nights---there 
were three turns---I got sick. I got anemic. I had to stay home six 

weeks. I went to the doctor..... I was very anemic. I went back and 

asked the boss not to give me the night shift...only days. He said he 
couldn't because there are others with more seniority and he couldn't 
because they would complain. The company changed too. Factory Stores 

came in, and it wasn't good there anymore. So, I didn't work there anymore. 


A month I worked at the school where Mary Ban was. 
- ---At Froebel? 


M ---No, not at Froebel...at Jefferson, until I got the job in the mill. 
(Mary Ban was at Emerson) east of Broadway....I worked. (Mary lived on Jeff) 


I got the job of hooker in the mill at the axle mill. I hooked the 
axles....from freight cars (axles that go on freight cars). I worked 
about nine months fhere. I liked it. I earned good money. I was laid 
off because I was a new employee and they kept the older ones. Then I 
didn't work....only here and there, a little bit. 


P ---Altogether, you worked about 5 years--10 years? 


M ---I worked about 10 years...and then I didn't work anymore. I would work 
then at a real estate or some such....a little bit (this was cleaning 
offices). I went to school to gt work...but they weren't hiring. I 
went to the hospitals, they were close, there on Buchanan (where I lived) 
but no, they had the older employees....didn't need new employees, so I 
didn't work anymore. 


P ---The first time you bought a house, where was it? 
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M ---First, we bought a house on Maryland Street (Glen Park). Lenuta was 
howeld..,about. 16 or 17 yeaEs. ..4. mid 40's. : 
Helen, when did we buy the house? 
Helen----Around 1945...mid 40's...I'd say. 


M ---I sold that one and bought on Buchanan (5th & Buchanan) and there I had 
roomers...so I paid the expenses. 


P ---When did you sell it? 

M ---There? I sold in 1971-72. 

M ---.....They would hold dinners like now..when Fr. Truta came here. 

P ---Were you here before Fr. Truta came..when the church was split? 

M ---Well, yes. Fr. Truta...when Fr. Truta came...Fr. Negovan was here at 


the church. And Fr. Truta came from Europe, and they held services at 
Froebel until they got him out. Negovan didn't want to leave the church 
and Zach Hantau wouldn't let us in the church (to go in with Fr. Truta). 


They put a lock on the church, so we couldn't. So they put a lock on 

the church and so Fr. Truta held services at Froebel and Mrs. Truta 
worked at Froebel. She worked in those days (as janitress). They (Truta 
couple) were brought here from Romania. Then, after they got Negovan 
out, Fr. Truta took over and they started... 


They reinstated the Reuniunea. There had been a ladies auxiliary but it 
wasn't active for some time. When Fr. Truta came, the first president was 
Preoteasa and Mrs. Muntean was treasurer and Mrs. Pitis was .... I don't 
know what then. And when they (Fr. Truta) left, Mrs. Ganea who was here 
at the beginning said to start it again...to keep it active (Reuniunia) 
So, after Fr. Truta went to Cleveland, Mrs. Pantea was president. The 
elections were held at Mrs. Novac's house on Jackson Street...the old 

lady (Mrs. Paraschiva (Ilie) Novac) his first wife. 


Mrs. Pantea was President, Mrs. Chirila was Vice-President, Mrs. Pitis 
treasurer. Who was secretary? I and Mary (Jaculeti) Popa were auditors. 
And then they started to be active and to keep records....until then there 
were no records..they did things and collected...but....there was a Mrs. 
Ganea, I don't think you knew her.... she was....when I came 


P ---I remember the name 


M ---By name, yes, but I don't think you knew her because she died. ..she was... 
When I came, and I was young, from her I learned everything. I used to 
go to everything then. She taught us how to clean the chickens..of 
feathers and how to cut them and to use the feet to make soup. From her 
we learned a lot....may ske rest in peace...because who knew? We would 
go to help at the dinners. We didn't know. Somebody had to teach us. 
These young women....we learned everything from that old lady. Then, 
after her, there was Mrs. Costea and Mrs. Taus and Mrs. Magurean...Vasile 
Magurean...until the others came and these didn't want to anymore and they 
died. After that Mrs. Pantea started...from those older women we learned. 


Mrs. 
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---You learned to cook for large groups then? 


---We made dinners at the parishes...and when the Socity had one...and 
also there was the Democratic Club....that did (have dinners). They 
cooked all night then. The head cook worked all night cooking. She 
slept at the hall....to make the soup...at all the dinners they had 
soup in those days. 


And me....a young one....I was young....they told me to make noodles. 
I and fina suci (Adela Suci) and her sister (Pica), we said, "Let's 
try, let's see if we know how (to make noodles." 


Vai, we didn't know how! We ruined so many eggs! We couldn't make 
them (noodles) right. We didn't take them (to the hall). We said, 
"We won't take them. They'll laugh at us if we take these." 


We didn't take them. We told them we didn't know how to make them (noodles) 


But they kept giving us the task of making them, and then they started to 
make the noodles at the hall, and we would go to help. 


We would help roll them out or something, but to cut them, they would 

cut them (by hand). The ones who were experts would cut them. And so 

we learned. There...with them....because that is how you learn. That 

is how I learmed. I didn't know....none of us knew....I knew how to 
clean a chicken, but not how to cut it..... not to cut it through, just 
enough...to make a hole to tuck the legs in so the stuffing won't come 
out. Then it was like that....you couldn't find chickens like you do now, 
aL). -Clesned.... ise done. Then, there was a lot of work to do. 


---How did you buy the chickens? From a farm? 


---The chickens were...not at a farm....at the market..... in big crates. 
The cook would go and select the ones she wanted...fat ones, and so 
many (as many as she needed). So many were for soup.... Then they made 
sarmale too (stuffed cabbage) just like they do now....and pork roast and 
so on....they way they cook now....that's how they cooked then. 


---Weddings were always at the hall? 

---Everything was at the hall. Sometimes there would be a smaller dinner at 
the church...under the church there. When Fr. Truta came, there was a 
smaller dinner then. When there were larger dinners, they would be at 

the hall when they expected a lot of people....you know. 


---Then there was more youth, not so many older people, right? 


---Well, all of them came from back home....from Europe. All of them were 
young in those days. 


---There weren't many funerals? 
---They were young, there weren't too many older people. When I came in '21, 


there were a lot of men and single. Many got married here; many went to 
Europe, but many didn't get married here. 
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Pp ---How much education have you had? 


M ---There wasn't much education....a few primary classes. I went..... but I 
didn't learn in Romanian. They taught us in Hungarian because Romania 
was under Hungary..and you had to learn Hungarian. They taught us in 
Hungarian. Only the priest taught us religion in Romanian. After I went 
to Buchurest....my mother took 1me to Buchurest when I was eleven years 
GEG . S05 and in Buchurest...I taught myself from the newspaper to write in 
Romanian. I had to write home to my mother and I didn't know how to write 
to her. So, from the newspaper in Romanian I would write a letter in 
Romanian and one in Hungarian. I didn't learn until I was older. After I 
got older, I realized I wasn't doing it right...and then I learned to 
write Romanian. That's how I learned to write R;omanian. Many people in 
those days didn't even know how to write at all. The schools were Hungarian, 
that is, everything in school was Hungarian. We had to learn Hungarian 
and even when we were on the street after leaving school, the teacher 
told us we had to say, " " (greeting in Hungarian) 
not "Buna Ziua'' (Good day) in Hungarian...that's what he told us. 


P ---So you learned everything in Hungarian? 


M ---In Hungarian...and I forgot everything I learned in Hungarian. I don't 
know hardly anything, but...yes...we were under the Hungarians and it was 
necessary to learn Hungarian...like I'm telling you...in Romanian only the 
priest taught us religion. 


P ---At home you spoke...? 
M ---We spoke Romanian. 
P ---When you lived in Buchurest, with whom did you stay? Your mother left 


you there? 


M ---My mother stayed just a short while...she had to go back home. She left 

me there as a servant....in Buchurest...with a German lady. I was too 
young....(Too young to work elsewhere)...just amybody wouldn't take you. 
I was to take care of the children. My mind was just like a child. They 
had a boy...I was supposed to play with him....or go on errands. I didn't 
know about housework...there was somebody else to do it...an older lady to 
clean and cook..for this German lady. 


And the boy...I would go with him in the park and he got used to me. He 
didn't want his mother. When he got sick, I had to sleep with my head 

on hishands so he could feel that I was there, near him. I used to hit 

him. I was foolish too....a child myself...I used to spank him. 


P ---Hbow long did you stay there? 

M ---Oh, I stayed a long time with that lady. I stayed until I went to Europe 
(greater Romania)...until I went back home. The war...during the war, I 
was with them...after the war ended and ttere was peace, I wanted to go 
home to see my mother...to see how things were. 


P ---You mean you hand't been home at all? 


M ---No. I couldn't go. So I went....well, you see, then they took you in 
freight trains....not passenger trains....and they would retain you until 
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---they disinfected your clothes....so you wouldn't carry something back with 
you in Romania. My mother came then...they kept us somewhere near Sibiu... 
My mother had heard I was coming and she was there to meet me. I had to 
stay one more week and then I went back home. 


---The money you earned as a servant, was it sent to your mother? What 
happened to it? 


---What I received as pay? Well, I used to send it to my mother. [I used to 
get the money. But I didn't get very much. The first time she (mother) 
took me...she placed me with (Berdea) children. I stayed there a while. 
It was a Jewish lady. I stayed...my mother didn't come. I missed my 
mother. I didn't know where to go looking for her. When I saw that she 
wasn't coming...a week passed, and she didn't come to visit me....she 
probably thought that's how I would get used to it....I went out..... by 
the gate....and sat down and started crying. I had gone outside, you 
know, by the gate. And a sargeant came by, a policeman. 


He asked me, "Why are you crying?" I said, "I don't know where my mother 


is and I want..."' He said, "Wait, your mother will come to you." 
My mother didn't come for two weeks....when she came to see me. After that 
when she took me with her and showed me where she lived..... after that, 


any time that my mistress sent me on an errand, I would run to see my 
mother....to go to the store to buy something...I would go to see my mother. 
The Jewish lady knew where I had gone. She'd say, "Again, you went to 

see your mother."" I was a child...... Suppose you take a child of eleven 
from here....what do you...what would a child like that do? 


---That was very young...to be a servant...I don't know how you did it. 


---Well, my mother was a widow, and what was she to do? As soon as you are 
able to stand on your own feet, you're sent out to earn something. And... 
later, I got used to it....you have too, that's all there's to it. I got 
used to it...I had to. 


P---I know you can read and write, but you taught yourself, no? 


---By myself, yes. Like I told you...from the newspaper. I kept looking at 
the paper. I could tell that I wasn't writing the letters properly. I was 
writing them in Hungarian, so little by little I learned. I kept reading 
and that's how I learned...while I was in Buchurest. 


---After you came here, did you attend night school? 


---After I came here, I could have attended school because they kept coming 
from Froebel, asking me to go. But my brother didn't know any better 
than I did. He should have said, "You go to school." It would have 
helped me a lot to learn to read and write (English), but you know how 
they were....he didn't let me go. Even so, they kept coming after me 
(to go to school) because that's how it was then. Then, all those who 
came from Europe..... from the school they would try to get them to go 
to learn. It would have been better for me to have learned....not to 
have to go somewhere and push a mop. 
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---I would know more and I could get a better job if I knew how to read 
and write (English). So, that's how it was. No, it wasn't easy. 


When I was about fourteen, my mother died and so I had my younger sister 
the one from Buchurest (now). She was ten then. She was one of twins. 
Now, we were left by ourselves. What were we to do? I had an older 
sister in the village who looked after us. I told her, I said I was 
going to Buchurest again. My little sister didn't want us to be separated, 
so i took her with me to Buchurest. And so I placed her as a servant with 
some people to take care of a child. She hated it. She cried a lot. She 
hated it, and oh, how she wanted to go back home. 


I told her, "You'll get used it. I was the same way." She didn't get 
used to it. I used to take her clothes, I wasn't so big either, but I 
was older than she and I had been a servant girl before. So, I took her 
clothes, washed them for her and took them back to her. She was too 
little to wash her own clothes, so she got used to it. Now she's in 
Buchurest..she's married there. 


---Here too it wasn't easy for you. You had to work. You didn't get 
anything for nothing? 


---Yes, here too. I wanted to go to work, but my brother wouldn't let me. 
He brought me here so he wanted me to work for him because...he didn't 
may me. He bought my clothes, and other expenses, but.... 

---You worked in the restaurant? 


---Yes, in the restaurant, and he had billiards, etc. I would set them 
up when they (customers) wanted to play...and we sold drinks. There 
were a lot of Serbians with that (instrument--tambura) They played 
poker all night. They plaed poker...they gambled all night. 


It was funny...I thought it was comical, when the police would come. 
They were afraid of the police....to search;the police used to come to 
check us out, and it would come unexpectedly. (Prohibition time) 


Once I was sent, I had just come from Europe...I was sent to Slavu's 
..-you heard of Slavu? 


---Yes, I knew them...they lived around 25th Avenue then... 


---Yes, I was sent with Lupu. Lupu drove a taxi. John Lupu, ...he died... 
(My brother) told me..."Go with Lupu, Ion or John..." and get a gallon 
of moonshine from Slavu...go and tell him and he wili-know what to give 
you. So, I went with Lupu. He was a nut....that Lupu....he didn't 
keep his hands on the wheel. He used his feet to drive. 


I said, "What is this? Are you crazy? You want something to happen?" 
That's how he drove. After we got back, I brought the whiskey. ..they 
gave me the whiskey..... and after I got back, I told my brother "Don't 
send me with that wild man anymore. Look what he did; he's crazy." 


My brother said, "That's how he is." He (Lupu) didn't work (taxi driver) 
very long. He was too wild...he always was too wild. From his youth he 
was that way. I don't think you knew him. I knew him. Maybe your 


mother knew him. 
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P ---Yes, I knew him. He was a daredevil...always doing something. 
M ---No, I don't remember much of anything anymore.... 
P ---But if you speak with someone, you mention something and that person 


recalls something...one thing recalls another. 


Can you remember something about your father? You said he was here in 
America and went back home? 


M ---My father? 
P ---He came here, and how long did he stay? 
M ---(he came here healthy) Healthy...I don't know how long he stayed, but I 


remember when he came from America. I must have been only about five years 
My mother was pregnant...And my father died after three months, and my 
mother was pregnant. She had twin girls....after my father died. My 
father was very sick. I remember when he was lying in bed, and when he 

died. When he came from America, I ran to one of my grandmothers to tell her 
my father had returned from America. That's how I rember my father. 


P ---You don't know where he worked while he was here or in what part of the 
country he lived? 


M ---No, I was too young. 

P ---I thought perhaps you found out later or you had some letter or something... 

M ---No, nothing. 

P ---When did you go back to Romania? 

M ---In 196....first time when I went.... 

P ---You said after 40 years...that must have been in 1961. 

M ---1961...it was because I went three times. Then when I went it was the 
first time that I went. It was three years ago I went again, and one 
more time in 19....Lenuta was on Polk, in 1971, I think. 

P ---You went after two years. 

M ---Always, in about two years I went. Iwas supposed to go again, but IL 


didn't go because the last time I went, it was mostly for my older sister. 
She still lived then...skept writing "Come, come, because I might die," 
She had heart trouble..... "and I won't see you anymore." 


(So i thought) let me go see her. She lived a little longer, my sister 
did, if I had gone in two years, I would have seen her again. But I 
didn't go. I didn't feel like going again. I had no desire to go again. 
I wrote her that I'm not going again; then she died, my sister, about a 
year later. It will be a year in Jgnuary since she died. 


P ---When you returned the first time, what was your impression? 


M ---Vai, I didn't know anymore. When I went, I didn't recognize anyone. 
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---Later, I went, in Buchurest, to my sister, and her husband, my brother- 
in-law, was talking to me, and when he turned, I didn't know who he was. 
It is true, I didn't know who he was. I didn't know the nieces....I 
didn't recognize my sister--my older sister...... 

~--Even your sister you didn't recoginze? 


---No. It's so many years....there are changes. When I left....I went to 
Buchurest first and from her(place) (sister) I went to the village, and 
they waited for me in Cercaia with the wagon...at night it was wean I 
arrived....I got off the train. There was a girl from Fagaras. She said, 


"Get off and I will throw your suitcase,"because there the train leaves 
right away, it doesn't wait (until you have adequate time to get off).. 
they're nuts....I got off, and where I got down, there were a lot of 

little rocks on the edge of the train tracks. I thought I would never 

stop slipping, and I'm wearing high heels......oh...... 


So, they helped me into that wagon and I thought I'd be shaken to pieces 
until we arrived in the village. Gh. EOErd. .csac0 


---It is better on foot, no? 


---Oh, I was so frustrated because I didn't recognize anything. Even my 
parents’ home! [It didn't seem like I remembered it...there was such a 
big change. 


Now, me, they knew me because they knew I was coming from America. 
Otherwise, they wouldn't have known me. Do you think they would have 
recognized me in the village? No. I didn't remember anything, anyone. 
That relative, or that relative...... 


---But you knew who it was when they identified themselves? 


---Yes, when they were waiting for me, my sister came to meet me----the 
older one, and with my nieces, her daughters. They are as old as she 
is! You can't believe how old they appear. They don't look younger than me. 


---(That's because) they dress old. 


---Poor things. In the village they have a hard life. Those from the cities 
are better off. But in the villages, poor things, they're hard up. When 
I went the second time, it didn't seem so (bad)....... that's because I 
knew how things were. 


And the priest....when I went the second time, I took him a set of vestments... 
to our priest in the village. I ordered a set from here and took it to him. 
But I didn't recognize him either. 


---Was it the same priest? 


---The priest was....he was only ome or two years older than me....I knew him 
when he was single....about my age. We had two churches, a Catholic and 
an Orthodox. The priest, who is Orthodox, was my age. But he doesn't 
serve anymore...he's out on pension over there. But neither is there an 
Orthodox church anymore. There is only one chYrch, now. There aren't any 


Catholics. You don't hear of Catholics. Country of Romania is Orthodox now. 
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M ---So, the Catholic (Greek Catholic) priest serves the mass. Everyone goes 
to church. Now he's going to retire too. He's old....he can't (serve the 
mass because of age) anymore. Now, when I was home, he was teaching a 
younger priest...who will replace him. Now, when they learn and when they 
(the new priests) give the sermon, they tell you all about Communism. 


P ---In the sermon? 


M ---...that they (the people) should volunteer to work, how they whould work, 
and what they are to do...that's what they tell. 


When I heard that young one....... (about what he had to say in his sermon).... 


"He has to say that," said the young girls, my nieces, "he'll be chastised 
if he doesn't." 


P ---Do people attend church? 


M ---Oh, they go...the old ones...those who can...because our church is on a 
hill. Those who can climb go. Women, the church is full of women. Young 
people...very few...especially those who work at the "Col ectiv'"'...who 
work....they stand outside the door... 


And I gave a "parastas'' (requiem), but they (the young people) didn't enter 
the church. They stood outside... I gave a "parastas'"' twice when I went 
back home. There were so many people...so mamy people came, even young.. 
the church was full.... it isn't a large church, but there was a lot of the 
youth. Poor people...they keep the gypsies....who are so happy to receive 
something (too). 


And I gave colaci (small breads) I gave each one a "colac"' but I didn't 

get the small ones...they also have the small ones....I got the larger ones. 
Even the children got one. Oh, what happiness! Beaause I got the larger 
"colaci". I thought I would give a "pomana" (requiem service for relatives) 
because there it is more symbolic (of feeding the poor)... 


We had those thin candles. Each one got a "colac" and a candle and wine. 


P ---Now, back here in the U.S., I know Helen went to Romanian School. Did you 
encourage her or did she go because everyone went? 


M ---No, sitexwemkx She learned...she writes well in Romanian. She wrote to me 
when I was in Europe....she wrote to me only in Romanian. She writes to me.. 
wherever she goes...she writes to me in Romanian. 


She learned at school....when Fr. Moldovan was here. He taught school. 
I believe all those who went to him know how (to read and write -- In Rom.) 


: 
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Pp ---Tell me a little about the church now. 

M ---I married (stood up as sponsor at wedding) for Fina Suci (Fina is title 
of one whom you stand up for--woman named is Adela Suci)..... at the Greek 


church because they didn't let us in the church (on Madison). Then it was 
when Fr. Truta came...... 


P ---(Greek church on 13th)... 


M ---Yes, There we married Fina Suci and Fina Suci baptized the daughter of 
Aurel Kish....at the Greek church also. We couldn't get in the church (ours). 


P ---Was Fr Truta allowed to go to.the Greek Church and serve the Liturgy? 


m ---They let us at the Greek church for the wedding. But the Liturgy (on 
Sunday) was held at Froebel. But for a wedding or a baptism...because 
there wasn't the Liturgy (at our church)...the church was ENIPt Ys «22.80 
they (the Greeks) let us (use their church). So, there we woul go to get 
married. 


There weren't so many cars.....then we would come (on foot). Then it 
wasn't like it is now. Then people would walk most of the time....from 
the Greek church to the Romanian Hall, we walked, in line, two by two, 


to the hati... ows. (a distance of about 4 blocks) 
P ---(The wedding dinner)..... for the dinner? 
M ---Yes, we had the dance, the meal at thelall.... 
P ---Then they collected the money...they announced what each one gave? 
M ---Yes, they shouted it out. Several men were chosen to collect (the lmoney 


donated at the wedding, and announced each donation as it was received). 


P ---About howmuch did people give then at a wedding? 
M ---$5.00 was much. When I came from home (Romania) ‘in 1921, it was about 
like now...you would pay for a pair of shoes about$30 and $36. ..... it 


cost my brother to buy me a pair...my brother paid for them (shoes). 
The shoes were high ones (pointing toward knee). 


P ---With buttons? 


M ---No, not with buttons. With laces. No, I didn't have any with buttons... 
with laces. And that's how expensive it was. Clothes were just as 
expensive then as they are now. 


P ---People didn't get very high wages...they worked for .... 


M ---No, they did not get paid like it is now. No, but to tell the truth, 
I don't know how much it was.... 


for 
There was a collection..... (for the church). Vai, but Fr. Moldovan..... 
people would give 50¢ and $1.00. It was rare when somebody gave $1.00. 
Once we had a list, all of 50¢ only and $1.00 only here and there. That's 


how they donated. Now people donate large sums to the church. 


I 
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---I don't know how we kept him (the priest). It is true, he was reasonable. 
He stayed for $75.00 a month......Moldovan did..... No, people did not 
donate like now. They didn't have the means. 


There wasn't any money. Now there is a lot of money. Things are expensive 
but they also earn a lot more. 


---When there was alaptism, people had parties, no? 


---They had parties all the time. They were young. Everybody wanted to dance, 
in those days. And there were weddings all the time. They had a lot of 
socials...all the time....they knew how to have a good time. They couldn't 
always find a place (to hold these dances). The Society would have something 
twice a year...that was a known fact....they had a dance at Easter and another 
something later. The women (Auxiliary) had Culesul Viilor (Harvest Dance) 
in those days. The women took their turn, the parish took their turn, the 
others took turns (at having dances). Now, only the parish does everything. 


There was a band....Stoica from Harbor. When there was a dance, the band 
would play outside of the hall first and then go inside to play for the dance. 


After dinners or banquets as they were called then, people would sing, talk. 
After church services, they visited, sang, talked.... Now everybody is busy 
all the time. 


At dinners, young men served. The women cooked. They cooked all night making 
soup so it would be ready for the dinner the next day. Chief cooks were 
Mrs. Gania and Mrs. Costea and Mrs. Vasile Magurean. 


Lupu played the flute..... at the drop of a hat. He also played a leaf or 
paper with comb. He would take a leaf and put it folded between his lips 
and play songs on it. But he was better with paper and comb. 


Married to John Miller August 27, 1921. He was from Tarnava Mica, Hundorf. 
She was 19 and he was 30 when they got married. They had one daughter, Helen. 


Helen (Lenuta) born 1925, is a teacher with Master's from I,U, in Elementary 
Education. She got her bachetor's in 1966. Was married to Nick Chirila 

and they had two children: Adrienne who is doing her externship at Purdue 
in Pharmacy. Charles (Chuck) 2 years Electrician at Inland Steel. He is 
married and has a daughter Alexis, 3 years old. 


Nick Chirila is deceased. She is presently married to Charles (Vasile) Latia. 
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